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If you have news or information related to GIS, remote sensing, and spatial data infrastructure that you would like to 
highlight (e.g., workshop announcements, publications, reports, websites of interest, etc.), kindly send them in.  I’d be 
happy to include your news in the newsletter.    
 
I encourage you to forward this newsletter onto colleagues who may find the information useful, and ideally they will 
subscribe themselves. 
 
Back issues of the newsletter are at the GSDI website:GSDI: http://www.gsdi.org/pubs2.html#SDINEWS 
 
Best regards,  Kate Lance, Editor, lancekt@aya.yale.edu   
 

Spatial Data Infrastructure - Africa (SDI-Africa) is a free
electronic newsletter for people interested in GIS, remote
sensing, and data management issues in Africa. It aims
to raise awareness and provide useful information to
strengthen national SDI initiatives and support
synchronization of regional activities. The Executive
Working Group of CODI-Geo and EIS-AFRICA are
regional fora that are promoting SDI development. The
newsletter is prepared by Kate Lance to complement
CODI-Geo and EIS-AFRICA’s efforts.  
  

e 

 
To subscribe to SDI-Africa,  please do so online at:
http://fgdc3.er.usgs.gov/Registration/      
To unsubscribe, or change your email address,
contact: lancekt@aya.ya
 
Please mention SDI-Africa in any correspondence you
may have on items in this issue.   

le.edu. 
 Input to this Issu

 
 
Thank you to Seidu Mohammed, National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) (Nigeria); Reuben 
Mavima, SADC Regional Remote Sensing Unit (Zimbabwe); Janneke Kalf, ITC (the Netherlands); Maman-Sani Issa, 
Agence Béninoise pour l'Environnement, Ministère de l'Environnement, de l'Habitat et de l'Urbanisme (Benin); Martin 
Mccomb, National University of Rwanda / U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Rwanda / USA); and Milo 
Robinson, Federal Geographic Data Committee (USA) for their contributions to this issue of the newsletter. 
 

s 

 
 SDI News, Links, Papers, Presentation

 
Call for Papers - GSDI-8 and FIG Working Week 2005 
Plans are underway for the 8th International Conference on Global Spatial Data Infrastructure, which will be held 
jointly with the FIG in Cairo, Egypt, 16-21 April 2005.  A Call for Papers is ready for circulation.  Note that the 7th 
International Conference on Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI-7) had an all-time record attendance with 375 
delegates from almost 40 countries.  GSDI-7 was held in Bangalore, India, 2-6 February 2004.  GSDI-7 Proceedings 
are available online.  
 
SADC SDI country reports are online on the RRSU clearinghouse website. These reports were prepared for the 
SADC SDI workshop, 23-26 February 2004, held in Pretoria, South Africa – focusing on communicating SDI and 
linking SDI initiatives within a larger political context. These country reports provide an overview of the SDI activities 
that are taking place in SADC countries. Resource materials and presentations from the workshop are available 
online as well.  The RRSU Clearinghouse website also provides information about satellite imagery available for 
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distribution and RRSU’s recent Clearinghouse efforts.  For example, RRSU recently registered its metadata 
clearinghouse node – the first registered node in Zimbabwe. 
 
- SDI update from Benin 
Avant Projet de Loi sur le Partage des Donnees et Informations Environnementales  
In Benin, a Draft Law on Sharing of Environmental Data and Information is currently under review by the High Court.  
The version provided here was adopted by stakeholders and introduced to the Government in 2003. 
 
- SDI update from Rwanda 
Data management at the National University of Rwanda 
From October 6th to November 18th 2003, the Center for Geographic Information Systems at the National University 
of Rwanda, in collaboration with the US Embassy Science Fellows Program and USAID, has hosted a scientist from 
the US Environmental Protection Agency in Denver, Colorado -- Martin McComb.  Martin generated a number of 
useful documents that he has offered to share with the SDI-Africa newsletter subscribers. Martin mainly worked on 
standardization of NUR’s databases and the creation of a central clearinghouse/warehouse prototype for use for 
multiple queries. He contributed to weekly seminars on data standardization and databases development guidance 
for participants coming from the university and several ministries to support the process of SDI in Rwanda. 
Data warehouse documention 
Guidance for the Creation of Databases 
 
- SDI update from Nigeria 
NASRDA has launched a new website 
The National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) of Nigeria has launched a new website.  Check it 
out!  The NASRDA website includes pages on Nigeria’s National Geospatial Data infrastructure (NGDI) initiative, as 
well as other related initiatives. 
 
Metafro Infosys - un système d'information en ligne concernant les ressources belges en données relatives à 
l'Afrique centrale, à l'Angola, au Burundi et au Rwanda.   
Originally conceived as a research project, Metafro - Infosys stands for Metadata African Organization - Information 
System. Since its beginning in 1998, Metafro has been a “Support Activity” to the scientific support plan for a 
sustainable development policy (SPSD/PADD1). These support activities were aimed at integrating the results of the 
federal Office for Scientific, Technical and Cultural affair’s (OSTC) 5 theme-based programs and providing access to 
and dissemination of these results. Metafro is part of the “information systems and networks” developed within this 
framework. 
Both an independent and internal reviews carried out in March an July 2002 underlined the need to completely renew 
the application, moving it from a basic catalogue of data sources on central Africa to a more complex “Information 
system” or “knowledge management system”, namely a full CRIS (Current Research Information System). Any 
information tool dedicated to providing access to and dissemination of research information can be regarded as a 
CRIS. This includes records of People (i.e. scientists), Projects (i.e. grants), Organizations (i.e. universities), Results 
(i.e. publications, patents and products), Facilities (i.e. a laboratory or library), and Equipment (i.e. an MRI). Indeed, 
our objective is to reference all of these data types and data sources in a central database accessible on-line. 
Metafro Infosys is an initiative of the Directorate General for Development Cooperation (Belgium).  Contact: 
metainfosys@africamuseum.be, info@africamuseum.be  
 
The National Map: Benefits at What Cost? 
[note from Kate: recent digital spatial data (DSD) cost-benefit study in the U.S. – may be of interest to those pursuing 
similar studies… as a means to justify the investment in digital spatial data] 
The US Geological Survey conducted a cost-benefit analysis of the National Map (TNM), and determined that, during 
its 30-year projected lifespan, the project will likely bring a net present value of benefits to society of $2.05 billion. The 
National Map (TNM) is a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) initiative to provide public access to geospatial data from 
multiple partners in order to improve decision making.  The project is a huge undertaking and involves the creation, 
integration, and maintenance of elevation, land cover, hydrography, geographic names, aerial orthoimagery, 
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transportation, structures, and boundary datasets for the entire United States. Unlike conventional cost-benefit 
analyses, which assess proposed projects similar to existing ones (for example, hydropower dams), no natural analog 
of TNM exists from which to draw comparisons. Furthermore, the limited literature on valuing DSD focuses more on 
the conversion from paper mapping to GIS than improvements in DSD quality and delivery. These limitations 
necessitated a novel simulation approach. USGS created a computational model to simulate the number of users, 
application innovation and diffusion, and changes in the net benefits (NBs) of implementing spatial data applications 
using TNM. Notably, their goal was not to determine the NBs of executing spatial applications in general. Instead, 
they sought to estimate changes in those NBs when using TNM relative to not using the data.  
- This article, based on a longer USGS report, provides an overview of the underlying economic model for evaluating 
program benefits and presents our primary findings as well as a sensitivity analysis assessing the robustness of the 
results. The full report, currently in press, contains more detail about the theoretical approach, modeling, and 
analysis. (To request a copy, contact co-author David L. Halsing at U.S. Geological Survey, Western Geographic 
Science Center, 345 Middlefield Road, MS #531, Menlo Park, CA 94025.)  
 
The Interior Branch is requesting the help of major agencies that collect geospatial information in collecting 
final FY 2005 Budget information for geospatial data investments.  Guidance on provision of this information is in 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-11, Section 25.5, Table 2. (see Circular A-11 instructions and 
exhibit).  [note from Kate: here are details about a U.S. effort to gather details on geospatial data investments by 
different agencies of the U.S. government.  It’s a first step towards having a federal government-wide picture of data 
generation efforts… something that other countries might also be trying to address, since all too often, data 
investments are not coordinated. But this is likely going to be an iterative process.  At the moment, it can be difficult to 
get agencies to complete the table, in part because agencies do not always have details about data and financial 
information readily available.   
 

a 
 GIS Tools, Software, Dat
 
 
Download updated version of Spatial Data Infrastructure Cookbook, v2.0 (PDF) January 2004. Editor: Douglas D. 
Nebert –Technical Working Group Chair, GSDI. This SDI Implementation Guide or Cookbook, through the support of 
the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure community, provides geographic information providers and users with the 
necessary background information to evaluate and implement existing components of SDI. It also facilitates 
participation within a growing (digital) geographic information community known as the Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (GSDI). For further information, contact: ddnebert@fgdc.gov. 
 
OGC Interoperability Add-On for ArcGIS Now Available 
The OGC Interoperability Add-On for ArcGIS is available as a free download. The add-on extends ArcView, ArcEditor, 
and ArcInfo 8.3 to act as a client for Open GIS Consortium, Inc. (OGC) WMS-and WFS-based services and to read 
and write GML. 
 
GeoDa 0.9.5-i released: a software package with a user friendly graphical interface for exploratory spatial data 
analysis. GeoDa is the latest incarnation in a long line of software tools developed by Anselin and co-workers 
designed to implement techniques for exploratory spatial data analysis (ESDA) on lattice data (points and polygons). 
It is intended to provide a user friendly an graphical interface to methods of descriptive spatial data analysis, such as 
spatial autocorrelation statistics and indicators of spatial outliers.  The design of GeoDa consists of an interactive 
environment that combines maps with statistical graphics, using the technology of dynamically linked windows. Its 
origins trace back to early efforts to develop a bridge between ESRI's ArcInfo GIS and statistical software. Its 
immediate precursor was the DynESDA extension for ArcView 3.x, which introduced linked windows and brushing in 
a GIS environment. In contrast to the extension, the current software is freestanding and does not require a specific 
GIS system. GeoDa runs under any of the Microsoft Windows flavored operating systems. It also runs under the 
Virtual PC windows emulator on Mac operating systems (MacOS 9 and MacOS X). Its installation routine contains all 
required files and libraries.  For technical background on an earlier version of the software, see Luc Anselin, Ibnu 
Syabri and Oleg Smirnov (2002), Visualizing Multivariate Spatial Correlation with Dynamically Linked Windows, In L. 
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Anselin and S. Rey (Eds.), Proceedings, CSISS Workshop on New Tools for Spatial Data Analysis, Santa Barbara, 
CA, May 10-11, 2002. Center for Spatially Integrated Social Science, CD-ROM (pdf file, 20pp, 517K). 
 
Practical Guide to GPS - UTM 
Don Bartlett, in association with National Resources Canada, has developed an educational instruction manual 
addressing many key elements of GPS units. First he describes the basic features a buyer should consider when 
purchasing a handheld unit. Bartlett then discusses in detail the limitations and the accuracies of the readings 
collected by a GPS unit. Users can learn how GPS systems work and how the readings correspond to map 
coordinates. The site also discusses many features of a GPS unit such as storing points of interest (waypoints) and 
tracking routes. Because of the difficulty many people have in understanding UTM (Universal Transverse Mercator  
grid), Bartlett explains in detail the coordinate system.  Last revision - June 11, 2003 
 

l
 Geospatial Research, Applications, Reference Materia

 
Learning to Track Like A Bushman, Wired News, January 22, 2004 --Sitting at his laptop computer, Louis 
Liebenberg compares two maps of the same area: While the first is plotted thickly with yellow dots, the yellow areas 
on the second map are far sparser.  These dots represent sightings of lowland gorillas recorded by trackers both 
before and after an outbreak of the Ebola virus in the Lossi Sanctuary in the Republic of Congo. Using CyberTracker, 
a software program that allows conservationists to record their observations in the field on handheld computers linked 
to global positioning system or GPS units, the trackers were able to gather data that revealed in detail the decimation 
of the local gorilla population. Source: GIS Weekly Review for January 26, 2004.  Meanwhile…. recent articles in 
other publications indicate mountain gorillas making a comeback; WWF-funded mountain gorilla census shows 
population on the rise. 
 
GIS based Decision Support System for the Coffee Sector in Rwanda                    
From September 13th to october 4th 2003, Thomas Mc Connell worked with the CGIS team and OCIR Cafe 
representative under the GIS Based Decision Support System for the Coffee Sector in Rwanda, a collaborative effort 
between the Ministry of Agriculture, the Rural Sector Support Project-World Bank, OCIR Cafe, Pearl Project-USAID 
and the CGIS-NUR. Thomas has provide expertise, technical assistance and advice to assist the CGIS-NUR in the 
development of a National Geographic Information System (GIS) based decision support system for the coffee sector 
in order to plan and monitor the private and public investments being made in the coffee sector to reach the quality 
and quantity objectives of the Rwandan National Coffee Plan in a socially and environmentally sound manner.  The 
system will be capable of planning and managing all aspects of coffee production, processing, transportation, and 
treatment of wastewaters.  The system will also allow Rwanda to develop a sophisticated marketing tool through the 
determination of Rwanda’s unique coffee zones. 
 
The application of geographical information systems to important public health problems in Africa 
International Journal of Health Geographics 2002, 1:4. Whilst there have been numerous critiques of the application 
of GIS technology to developed world health problems it has been less clear whether the technology is both 
applicable and sustainable in an African setting. If the potential for GIS to contribute to health research and planning 
in Africa is to be properly evaluated, then the technology must be applicable to the most pressing health problems in 
the continent. This article briefly outlines the work undertaken in HIV, malaria and tuberculosis (diseases of significant 
public health impact and contrasting modes of transmission), outlines GIS trends relevant to Africa, and describes 
obstacles to the sustainable implementation of GIS. It then discusses types of viable GIS applications and concludes 
with a discussion of the types of African health problems of particular relevance to the application of GIS.   
 

t 
 Funding Opportunties, Awards, Suppor
 
 
Earth and Space Annual Awards 
The deadline for applications is March 31st. There is one funding round per year. Most expeditions are eligible. They 
include university expeditions and other expeditions from private or non-profit organisations and government 
expeditions. Typical award amounts currently range from £200-£400 or $300-$550. 
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Third Research on Knowledge Systems (RoKS) Competition (2003-2004)   
Call for proposals 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the Rockefeller Foundation. Closing Date: 26 March 2004  
The focus of this competition is on how social equity and the human condition is being affected by emerging 
technologies, as well as on what mechanisms and learning processes are in place — or have been developed — to 
assist governments and public stakeholder groups engaged in the decision-making processes associated with these 
new technologies. New knowledge is not neutral and is embedded in specific social contexts; it can offer opportunity, 
but can also constrain human activity. The competition is open to researchers and institutions based in the developing 
world. The grants will have a maximum value of CAD$80,000. For joint proposals where researchers are located in 
two or more countries a maximum of CAD$160,000 will be awarded.  Because of the abundance of analysis of ICT 
impacts, premium consideration will be given to proposals addressing new technologies in areas other than ICTs for 
development. For more information or to recieve a complete application kit, contact: Research on Knowledge 
Systems (RoKS), International Development Research Centre (IDRC), roks@idrc.ca.  
 
Research Fellow Partnership Program (RFPP) for PhD and Post-Doctoral Studies in the Fields of Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Natural Resources. Swiss Centre for International Agriculture (ZIL), Switzerland 
Eligibility: The candidate is earning a PhD or is post-doctoral researcher; is Swiss or well established Swiss resident, 
or a developing/ transition country national; is not older than 35 years for Swiss citizens, or 40 years in the case of 
nationals from developing or transition countries; has some experience in the selected research area; has a true 
interest in development and shows an openness to the socio-economic and cultural context of the research; RFPP 
strives for gender balance, therefore female candidates are especially invited to submit a project proposal. 
Deadline: Projects can be submitted twice a year- March 31, 2004 and September 30, 2004. Contact: Marc Zoss, 
Coordinator of the RFPP, Swiss Centre for International Agriculture (ZIL), marc.zoss@agri.ethz.ch 
 
The MAB Young Scientists Awards encourages young scientists to conduct interdisciplinary research on 
ecosystems, natural resources and biodiversity, in line with the MAB Programme's focus on sustainable people and 
biosphere interactions.  Awards for young researchers who want to carry-out interdisciplinary research in line with the 
MAB Programme Priority will be given to interdisciplinary projects carried-out in biosphere reserves on the theme of  
ecosystems and water.  10 awards per year are made for US $5,000 per award (maximum). Applications must be 
received by UNESCO no later than 31 May 2004 to be eligible. Applicants may not be older than 40 years of age. 
 
INSA-JRD Tata Fellowship  
The Fellowship provides an opportunity for young scientists, teachers and researchers from the developing countries 
all over the world to undertake research studies in India. It covers short-term, participatory research studies in all 
major disciplines of science and technology including engineering and medical sciences at the Indian Centres of 
Excellence selected by the scientists. The Fellowship awardees are provided considerable freedom in availing  
the opportunity and formulating the contents of their research work in india. The awardees may either choose any 
institute or seek the assistance of the Indian National Science Academy. The Academy may arrange the placements 
accordingly for the awardees and also a research collaborator/ supervisor at the host institute in India. About 20 
Fellowships are likely to be provided annually. The deadlines for receipt of the applications are 31st March and 30th  
September.The Fellowship covers to and fro airfare, board and lodging at the affiliated institution/, and an adequate 
allowance in Indian currency to cover incidental expanses. The minimum period of award will be 3 months, not 
exceeding six months. 
 
Joint Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program (JJ/WBGSP) 
Each year, the Program awards scholarships to individuals from World Bank member countries (eligible to borrow) to 
undertake graduate studies at renowned universities throughout member countries of the Bank. The application 
together with all supporting documentation as enumerated in the Checklist must be received in the Scholarship  
Program Office in ONE PACKAGE by the deadline of March 31, 2004.  See eligibility criteria. 
 
FIG Foundation Grants for 2004. The FIG Foundation will consider applications for funding from individuals, groups 
and institutions. Deadline for applications is 30 March 2004. The Board of Directors has decided that in 2004 the 
maximum grant will normally be 1,000 euros per applicant. However, larger grants will be considered  
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for project work thought to be of exceptional merit.  See guidance notes at the FIG Foundation web site. For further 
information, contact: Markku Villikka, FIG Office, fig@fig.net.    
 

 
 Training Opportunities
 
 
In 2004, ITC will organize not less than 14(!) Refresher Courses  
They form one of the more important types of services to ITC alumni.  Refresher Courses are short courses (mostly 2 
weeks) organised for alumni in their home countries or in their region and are meant to increase the impact and 
prolong the effect of earlier training. The Refresher Courses are mainly funded by the Netherlands Fellowship 
Programme (NFP). The target group of Refresher Courses consists in principal of alumni who have completed any 
NFP-funded training or education at least two years before the planned starting date of the Refresher Course. 
 
Vespucci Initiative for the Advancement of Geographic Information Science 
2nd Annual Summer School on Geographic Information Science, focusing on Spatial analysis, SDI research, and 
Geodemographics, 5 - 23 July 2004 (three, one-week sessions). The Summer School is aimed at researchers from 
the university, commercial, and government sectors. It provides an inspiring and productive opportunity for peer-to-
peer interaction with leading international experts in the field. Attendees will be selected based on merit, and 
according to space limitations.  To insure maximum interaction, the number of participants is limited: so register early! 
Deadline: 30 April 2004. 
 
Study online with the University of London - A new PG Dip in Applied Geographic Information Systems 
University of London, Birkbeck, School of Geography 
This course has been developed by Birkbeck College, where the School of Geography has an international reputation 
for teaching, research and consultancy in the field of GIS.  The diploma develops practical Visual Basic skills to create 
GIS solutions, for a wide range of real world professional environments. All programming software is provided. It 
offers fantastic career opportunities for graduates as GIS expands into government departments, environmental 
consultancies, and retail and utilities companies.  The flexible study programme is not limited by class times or 
geographical location. You have between 2-5 years to complete your studies. Application deadline: 31 May 2004. For 
further information please contact: The Information Centre, enquiries@lon.ac.uk 

 

 
  Employment Opportunties

 
Agronomist, WARDA – The Africa Rice Center, St. Louis, Senegal  
The Agronomist will be part of a multi-disciplinary research team working to sustain and improve the productivity of 
rice-based systems in both rainfed and irrigated and lowland ecologies of West and Central Africa. S/he will report to 
the Irrigated Rice Program Leader and will provide: leadership in the development of crop and soil management 
strategies suitable for optimizing rice productivity in rainfed and irrigated lowland rice-based systems, for different 
resource input gradient; research-support tools for matching new improved germplasm to soils and farmer cropping 
practices; technical input to breeders involved in plant type development for rainfed and irrigated lowland 
environments; expertise to national programs in resource and crop management (RCM) strategies in specific rice 
ecologies. S/he will be responsible for the soil and plant analysis laboratory at the Saint-Louis Station; will work as 
technical member of the Inland Valley Consortium (IVC) and collaborate with systems analysis/GIS programs at 
WARDA in the development of decision support tools, and regional scaling up of research. S/he will be involved in the 
regional rice network (ROCARIZ) program; will represent WARDA in regional functions; will be involved in train02 0-.1649 Tw .02 389.02l p0.2214 c2a2Tj
0iAa10.02 428.2796 Tw 10.02 0 761s0 0 10.02 45.361 168.1191 he  an 
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Research Scientist - African Carbon Dynamics, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO, USA 
The Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University seeks a full-time research scientist to take a 
leading role in a 3-year project to study the carbon dynamics of Africa.  The successful candidate will join an 
interdisciplinary team to study carbon exchange in Africa, using a multiple-constraints approach, to enhance our 
understanding of the spatial and temporal dynamics of carbon exchange in Africa, and its contribution to the global 
carbon cycle.  A PhD is required for this position. Familiarity with African ecosystems an advantage, and experience 
in one or more of the following: carbon cycle science, micrometeorological theory and methods, remote sensing and 
geospatial analysis, mathematical or simulation modeling, and computer programming. Requirements for the position 
include a PhD in biogeochemistry, atmospheric science, environmental science, geography or related discipline. 
Applications must be received by March 15, 2004.     
 
Information Systems/Database Manager, Johannesburg, South Africa 
The Africa Peer Review Secretariat (APR), a unit of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
Secretariat, provides secretarial, technical, coordinating and administrative support for the African Peer Review 
Mechanism.  The Information Systems/Database Manager will plan, design, implement and maintain a complex 
database management system and perform various network administration to support the administrative, research, 
technical and educational requirements of the APR Secretariat.  For more information, ontact: edrecruit@nepad.org 
marked for the attention of Mrs. June Quin, NEPAD Secretariat, c/o Development Bank of Southern Africa.  Closing 
date for applications from nationals of African countries only: 15 March 2004. 
 
Technical Adviser on Population Data, Dakar, Senegal 
Within the context of UNFPA's efforts aimed at alleviating poverty and improving people's lives, and under the overall 
policy and operational direction of the CST Director, the incumbent will contribute to enhancing national capacity to 
mobilize and obtain social and political support for national policies and programmes in the field of population data, as 
well as to building regional capacity to supply technical support in this area. 
Assure increased availability and use at country level of technical information to improve population data collection, 
analysis, and use, with special attention to recent developments in analysis of data from censuses, surveys and 
statistics; Provision of technical support to the population programmes Management Information System (MIS), 
including Health Management Information System. Deadline for applications: 14 March 2004. 
 
Assistant Professor, Geo-information management for Natural Resources, ITC, Enschede, the Netherlands 
Conduct and guide research and develop research co-operation, both inside and outside ITC, thereby contributing to 
the development of the departmental fields of expertise. Teach Professional Masters and MSc students, supervise 
MSc theses, and contribute to the development of educational modules and new educational products (such as 
distance learning packages). Supervise PhD students in combination with a Departmental Professor. Engage in 
acquisition and implementation of consulting tasks for the department. Share responsibility in the management of the 
department. Requirements: Candidates should possess a PhD in a Natural Resources related discipline (e.g. 
agriculture, natural area management, forestry, biology, geography, etc), in combination with GIS and/or Remote 
Sensing; have experience in one of the thematic fields of the Department; have experience using remote sensing 
and/or GIS; have experience in teaching, including lecturing and course development; have undertaken international 
consulting and/or advising in less developed countries; have a willingness to undertake international travel in less 
developed countries. Experience in sustainable agriculture or work experience in regions with an agriculture 
component is desirable. Additional information about this position can be obtained from Prof. Dr. Andrew Skidmore, 
Chairman of the Department of Natural Resources (phone: +31 53 4874 240). Interested candidates are invited to 
send their letter of application and detailed CV before 19 March 2004 to ITC for the attention of Department 
Personnel & Organization, P.O. Box 6, 7500 AA Enschede, the Netherlands, posecretariat@itc.nl. 
 
GIS Specialist/Staff Associate, CIESIN, Columbia University, Palisades, NY, USA 
The Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) of Columbia University is seeking a 
research associate with experience analyzing household survey data spatially. Candidate should have a strong 
interest in poverty mapping and environment-development interactions. The candidate will join a team working on 
global poverty mapping data set production and analysis. Master's Degree in Social Science field related to human-
environment interactions and two years experience required including one year work experience carrying out spatial 
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analysis of survey data. Experience with major statistical analysis software (for example, STATA, SPSS, SAS, S-
Plus). Experience with ArcGIS also required Significant independent judgement and initiative is required. Reading 
proficiency in at least one foreign language relevant to development studies (for example, Spanish, Portuguese, 
French, Hindi, Chinese).  Send cover letter stating the exact title of this position and resume to Ms. M. Mokhtari, 
Manager of Human Resources, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University, Palisades, NY, 10964 or 
email to: personnel@admin.ldeo.columbia.edu  
 
Assistant Professor in Geodesy, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
The University of Calgary, Department of Geomatics Engineering, invites applications for the position of Assistant 
Professor (tenure track) in Geodesy, effective September 1, 2004. Applicants should have a PhD in science or 
engineering. Demonstrated expertise in geodesy is required. Research expertise in one or more of the following areas 
is desirable: satellite geodesy, satellite altimetry, airborne and space borne gravimetry and gradiometry, reference 
frames, geodynamics, potential field modeling, geodetic applications of InSAR, and advanced estimation and 
optimization methods. The position is expected to interface with all related disciplines of geomatics engineering and 
will conduct both teaching and research in geodesy and related areas. The applicant is expected to develop a strong 
research program and should be capable of attracting external funding for these research activities and graduate 
student support. The selected candidate must also have the capability and the flexibility to teach undergraduate 
fundamental engineering courses and is expected to register as a Professional Engineer in the Province of Alberta.  
This position is open equally to non-Canadians as well as Canadians and permanent residents of Canada. The 
University of Calgary respects, appreciates and encourages diversity. Applications should include a detailed 
curriculum vitae and a complete list of publications. Three letters of reference should be mailed directly to: Head, 
Department of Geomatics Engineering, University of Calgary, 2500 University Drive NW, Calgary, Alberta T2N 1N4, 
Canada, E-mail: marguerite@geomatics.ucalgary.ca. Closing date: April 15th, 2004. 
 

r 
 Othe

 
 
Global Monitoring and Food Security (GMFS) newsletter December 2003. (Els Brems, G.I.M. - Geographic 
Information Management NV/SA (Luxembourg).  To subscribe, contact: Els Brems, Elsb@gim.lu. 
http://www.gmfs.info/  
 
The Land-Use and Land-Cover Change Newsletter 
The LUCC Newsletter is distributed free of charge to all members listed in the LUCC database. To update your 
information, to subscribe or to be removed from their database, contact LUCC-IPO at: University of Louvain, 
lucc.ipo@geog.ucl.ac.be 
 
Call for Papers  
The pilot edition of the African Water Journal was launched during the Pan-African Partnership and Implementation 
Conference on Water held from December 8-13, 2003 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Papers are invited from all water 
sector professionals and practitioners for publication in the next edition of the Journal which will be published in June 
2004. All contributed papers to the Journal shall be peer-reviewed. Deadline 15 March 2004. 
 
Open Source Software: Perspectives for Development (PDF 271 KB) 
Much remains to be known, analyzed and measured about the visible and possible importance of Open Source for 
developing countries. As part of its mission to identify and share evidence of how information technology can 
contribute to development, infoDev is proud to have commissioned a study that explores how OSS has started to be 
used in developing countries, and what its potential could be in the future.  
 
New Manual for Planning and Managing Conservation Projects produced by the BP Conservation Programme, 
Fauna & Flora International, BirdLife International and the RSPB and downloadable free of charge. The basic aim of 
this book is to help people to improve the process by which they go about planning and managing small to medium-
sized conservation projects. By using a number of tried and tested methods and illustrative examples, the manual will 
enable users to work through their own concepts and create a project plan. The manual is founded on the belief that a 
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good plan makes the fundraising and subsequent implementation and management of a project easier and success 
more likely. 
 

Items newly added to thiss 
 Conferences, Event

 
 
 
 

Date Location Event 
March 2004   
1-4 March Berne, 

Switzerland 
IGS Symposium & Technical Workshop 2004 
Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the International GPS Service. The 
Symposium will recognize the unique history of the IGS as well as looking 
towards the future and what is on the horizon for an international  GNSS 
services in the next decade. The Technical Workshop Series will focus in 
detail on many critical issues, analysis results, network/communication 
aspects, data systems, and the various applications addressed by the 
Projects, Working Groups, and Coordinators of the IGS.  

1-5 March 
* NEW * 

Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

Twenty-Third FAO Regional Conference for Africa. Contact: Madhy 
Bamba at Madhy.Bamba@fao.org.  

3 March 
* NEW * 

Sandton, South 
Africa 

6th Annual Southern African MapInfo User Conference 
Hosted by Spatial Technologies. Contact: info@spatial.co.za     

4-5 March Accra, Ghana The 3rd International Conference on Information Technology and 
Economic Development. The three-day conference will explore how 
information and communications technologies may be employed to promote 
economic development. The 4 tracks will be Harnessing ICT for 
Development, National Strategies for ICT Policy Development, Africa and ICT 
Market Development and ICT for National, Regional and International 
Networking for Development. 

7-13 March Durban, South 
Africa 

Empowering People for Change: The BirdLife International World 
Conservation Conference & Global Partnership Meeting 

15-18 March  
 

Pointe-aux-
Piments, 
Mauritius 

CAPAM Mauritius Regional Seminar: Re-inventing the Public Sector 
Performance Management System 

16-19 March Nairobi, Kenya The Kenya National ICT Convention 
Incorporating The African e-Commerce Forum (regional) and ea.telecom: The 
East African Telecommunications & Broadcasting Exhibition & Conference 
(regional). Organised by AITEC under the auspices of the ICT Board of the 
Kenya Private Sector Alliance. The Kenya National ICT Convention will be the 
culmination of a series of national sector-focused ICT conferences convened 
by the National ICT Board to drive forward effective ICT applications and 
solutions to underpin Kenya's economic transformation into an electronically 
empowered economy competing effectively in the world economy and 
providing increased employment opportunities for its citizens. 

17-20 March Alexandria, 
Egypt 

Bridging Scales and Epistemologies Conference: Linking Local 
Knowledge and Global Science in Multi-Scale Assessments 

24-26 March Antwerp, 
Belgium 

International SPOT 4/5 - VEGETATION Users Conference under the 
auspices of OSTC / CNES / SNSB / ASI / EC. This Conference is the second 
dedicated forum where users of the SPOT4/5-VEGETATION 1 and 2 data 
have the opportunity to present the results of their research and development 
efforts as well as their operational applications, and exchange experiences 
and expectations. Deadline for the submission of abstracts (extended) to 
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February 20, 2004. 

26-29 March Washington, 
DC, USA 

GDIN2004. Sixth Conference of the Global Disaster Information  
Network. Global Disaster Information Network (GDIN) is an organization that 
is dedicated to improving the flow of information before and during natural 
disasters. Conference themes include: emergency telecommunications, 
disaster manager needs, the UN International Strategy on Disaster 
Reduction, information management (including homeland security), urban 
search and rescue, and many more. Contact: gdin2003@hotmail.com [the 
GDIN Secretariat is pleased to announce that the Government of South Africa 
has offered to host the 7th GDIN Conference]. 

18-22 March Dakar, Senegal First Global Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Forum. The 
objectives of this forum are: to draw lessons on how successful water, 
sanitation and hygiene programs, sector reforms and development 
partnerships are leading to the eradication of poverty; and to strengthen 
regional and national partnership initiatives aimed at attaining the goals of the 
WSSD. 

April 2004   
1-3 April  Kampala, 

Uganda 
Assuring Food and Nutrition Security in Africa by 2020 
Organized by 2020 Vision Initiative of the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI), Washington, DC.  Contact Rajul Pandya-Lorch, Head, 2020 
Vision Initiative, r.pandya-lorch@cgiar.org. 

4-8 April Khartoum, 
Sudan Workshop on the Use of Space Technology for Natural Resources 

Management, Environmental Monitoring and Disaster Management. 
Organized jointly by the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs and the 
Remote Sensing Authority, National Center for Research - Sudan, co-
organized together with the European Space Agency. Deadline for application 
is: Friday 27 February 2004. 

20-29 April New York, NY, 
USA Geographical Names (UNGEGN) 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/englishUNGEGN.pdf  
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/frenchUNGEGN.pdf  (francais) 

21-23 April 
 

Belgrade, 
Serbia and 
Montenegro 

First Mediterranean Conference on Earth Observation. MeCEO 2004 has 
as its main objective the initiation of a dialogue between experts from 
developed and developing countries with a view to identifying mutually 
acceptable ways and means, which would enable all interested countries, 
either to participate in the development of this technology and its applications 
or to have easier access to its practical benefits.  Although in its geographical 
scope the Conference is focused on the Mediterranean Region, where there 
are very specific requirements for the application of remote sensing, the 
Conference is open for participants from all countries. 

29 April – 1 May Heraklion, 
Crete, Greece 

7th AGILE Conference on GI Science 

May 2004   
May/June 2004 
(dates to be 
determined) 

Cape Town, 
South Africa 

Third African Evaluation Association (AfrEA) Conference  
The theme of the conference is proposed to be Evaluation for Effective 
Development in Africa 

3 May  Cairo, Egypt Egyptian ESRI User’s Conference  
10-12 May Johor, Malaysia 7th Conference on GIS and Developing Countries: GISDECO 2004, on 

GIS Capacity Building and Infrastructure. GISDECO Secretariat: Email :b-
haris@utm.my.  General information on GISDECO or details of past events 
please see: http://www.itc.nl/gisdeco/ or email Richard Sliuzas, GISDECO Int'l 

United Nations/European Space Agency/Government of Sudan Regional 

The Twenty-second Session of the United Nations Group of Experts on  
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coordinator at GISDECO@itc.nl. 

12-14 May Miami Beach, 
Florida, USA 

Geospatial World 2004 
Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solutions and the Intergraph GeoSpatial 
Users Community are organizing the fourth annual GeoSpatial World, 
themed, "Open. Solutions. Exchange." The program for GeoSpatial World will 
address open technology and standards, demonstrate proven industry 
solutions, and provide a platform for the exchange of ideas and expertise with 
users from around the world. 

22-27 May  Athens, Greece FIG 27th Working Week 
The theme and programme covers all ten FIG Commissions (professional 
practice; professional education; spatial information and management; 
hydrography; positioning and measurement; engineering surveys; cadastre 
and land management; spatial planning and development; valuation and the 
management of real estate; and construction economics and management). 

25-28 May 25  
 

Ohrid FY 
Repub. 
Macedonia 

IAHS Conference on Water Observation & Information System for 
Decision Support (BALWOIS)  

June 2004   
2-7 June Orleans, 

France 
20th Colloquium of Africa Geology - First circular / 20eme Colloque de 
Geologie Afrique - Cirulaire premiere. Symposia topics include: Geodynamics 
of Africa; Earth Resources and Sustainable Development of Africa; 
Geohazards, Environmental management, Paleoclimatology and Human 
Evolution in Africa; and Geoscience Education in Africa.  There will also be 
workshops: 1) The future role of African Geological and Mining Surveys, 2) 
Earth resources, sustainable development and poverty alleviation in Africa, 3) 
Geoscientific Maps of Africa including Tectonic map of Africa (CGMW), and 4) 
Initiative for integrated research projects in Africa (CNRS-INSU, Univ., IRD, 
IFREMER, BRGM, etc.).   

7-9 June Gavle, Sweden Geoinformatics 2004: Geospatial Information Research: Bridging the Pacific 
and Atlantic, 12th International Conference on Geomatics. 

July 2004   
8-9 July  Rabat, 

Morocco 
Conference on Tele-Health and Satellites 
Based on the French project RED GEMS (Re-Emergent Diseases Global  
Environment Monitoring form Space) it will be an in-depth concentration on 
tele-medicine and tele-epidiomology. 

12-16 July  Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

GEOSCIENCE AFRICA 2004  
The conference will embrace several parallel symposia catering for different 
areas of specialization, including economic geology, palaeontology, tectonics, 
geophysics, sedimentology, geohydrology, geological education and 
geomorphology, together forming the Geoscientific Forum. University of the 
Witwatersrand 

12-23 July Istanbul, 
Turkey 

XXth International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
(ISPRS) Congress -Geo-Imagery: Bridging Continents. Contact: 
oaltan@srv.ins.itu.edu.tr 

August 2004   
9-13 August San Diego, 

California, USA 
ESRI International User Conference 

30 August – 3 
September 
 

Mauritius 2004 International Small Island Developing States Network Meeting 
(BPoA +10). Contact: mauritius2004@sidsnet.org  

September 2004   
15-17 September Agro- Global Workshop on Digital Soil Mapping  

SDI-Africa Newsletter - 11 -   Vol. 3, No. 3 

mailto:GISDECO@itc.nl
http://www.geospatialworld.com/
http://www.fig2004.gr/
http://balwois.net/
http://balwois.net/
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/1st_Circular-CAG20.doc
http://cag20.brgm.fr/
http://www.hig.se/geoinformatics/
http://www.eurisy.asso.fr/
http://www.wits.ac.za/geoscienceafrica/
http://www.isprs2004-istanbul.com/
http://www.isprs2004-istanbul.com/
mailto:oaltan@srv.ins.itu.edu.tr
http://www.esri.com/events/uc/index.html
mailto:Mauritius 2004 International Small Island Developing States Network Meeting
mailto:mauritius2004@sidsnet.org
http://sol.ensam.inra.fr/DSM2004/


    

             Spatial Data Infrastructure – Africa Newsletter

 
Montpellier, 
France 

The Workshop (GW-DSM) aims to discuss and further develop new rapid and 
economic methods for digitally mapping soil classes and attributes (and their 
uncertainties) particularly at resolutions of 20 metres to 500 metres. The 
Workshop should be of interest to all those concerned in the future of soil 
resource assessment. For expressions of interest, and more details, contact 
Philippe Lagacherie, lagacherie@ensam.inra.fr. 

18-22 September Geneva, 
Switzerland 

40th Annual Congress of International Society of City and Regional 
Planners (ISoCaRP). Theme: 'Management of Urban Regions' 

19-24 September Marrakech, 
Morocco 

The World Water Congress, sponsored by the International Water 
Association (IWA), will bring together all those interested in sustainable water 
resources management. Topics to be discussed include: operating water and 
wastewater systems; integrated water resource and river basin management; 
and water and health. 

26-29 September 
 

Cairo, Egypt The European Association of Remote Sensing Laboratories (EARSeL) is 
organising its 3rd Workshop on Remote Sensing for Developing 
Countries. The main topics will include : Adapted Mapping Methods, 
Monitoring Salinisation, Desertification and Erosion and DEM Generation 
from Remote Sensing Data.  

27-30 September Maputo, 
Mozambique 

13th International Congress of the Names Society of Southern Africa. 
Contact: DINAGECA, dinageca@teledata.mz  

October 2004   
6-7 October 
* NEW * 

Paris, France SIG 2004, Conférence Francophone ESRI 

7-8 October Baveno, Italy 
(JRC) 

ISO/TC211 19th Plenary  

13-15 October 
* NEW * 

Cape Town, 
South Africa 

African Development and Poverty Reduction: The Macro-Micro Linkage 
Contact: dpruconf@commerce.uct.ac.za or bontong@commerce.uct.ac.za .  
Organized by the Development Policy Research Unit (DPRU) at the 
University of Cape Town, Trade and Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS), South 
Africa, and Cornell University (USA).  Deadline: April 15, 2004 (papers) 

18-21 October Nairobi, Kenya 5th African Association of Remote Sensing of the Environment (AARSE) 
Conference. Jointly hosted by the Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources 
for Development (RCMRD), Ministries of Environment, Natural Resources 
and Wildlife and of Lands and Settlement in Kenya, and UNESCO/UNEP 
Office, Nairobi. The theme of the 5th AARSE Conference is "The Role of 
Geo-Information Technologies (GIT) in the New Partnership for African 
Development (NEPAD)".  Contact: rcmrd@rcmrd.org or ottichilo@rcmrd.org. 
Fees: US $100 (before May 31, 2004), US $125 (from June 1-September 30, 
2004), US $150 (Walk-in at the conference), and US $75 (AARSE fully paid 
members)  

20-24 October Udine, Italy Agro Environ  2004: Role of Multi-purpose Agriculture in Sustaining Global 
Environment. The Symposium covers a wide range of topics addressing key 
environmental and agricultural issues through applying new technologies that 
aim at sustaining agricultural systems, monitoring environment and 
conserving natural resources.  Participants are invited to submit  papers, 
coherent with the above said objectives and topics, that will be published in 
the proceedings. E-mail address: agroenv@uniud.it. 

21-23 October Geneva, 
Switzerland 

EnviroInfo 2004 - 18th International Conference on Informatics for 
Environmental Protection  The 2004 symposium will focus on 'sharing': 
sharing information technologies, sharing data and knowledge.  Organized by 
the CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research.  

November 2004   
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8-10 November Berlin, 

Germany 
19th CODATA International Conference (Committee on Data for Science 
and Technology) 

8-11 November 
 

Cape Town, 
South Africa 

IAPSO International Workshop on Forecasting and Data Assimilation in 
the Benguela Current and Comparable Systems   

December 2004   
7-9 December 
* NEW * 

United Arab 
Emirates 

Seventh ESRI Middle East & Africa User Conference 

2005   
16-21 April 2005 
 

Cairo, Egypt FIG Working Week, XXVIII FIG General Assembly, 8th Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure Conference, ISCGM Global Map Meeting 

9-16 July 2005 
 

La Coruña, 
España 

XXII ICA International Cartographic Conference.  

24-29 July 2005 
* NEW * 

San Diego, CA, 
USA 

ESRI International User Conference 

2006   
9-15 July 2006 
 

Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 
USA   

IUSS 18th World Congress of Soil Science   

**  NNEEWW  **

**  NNEEWW  **

 

 
 Please mention SDI-Africa in any correspondence you may have on items in this issue. Spread the word . . .

 

DISCLAIMER: 
info:infrastructure will not be 

held liable for any errors, 
mistakes, misprints or 
incorrect information. 

 
Kate Lance, SDI-Africa Newsletter Editor 
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