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If you have news or information related to GIS, remote sensing, and spatial data infrastructure that you would 
like to highlight (e.g., workshop announcements, publications, reports, websites of interest, etc.), kindly send 
them in by the 25th of each month.  I’d be happy to include your news in the newsletter.   

PLEASE share this newsletter with colleagues who may find the information useful and suggest that 
they subscribe themselves. 

Back issues of the newsletter are at the GSDI website: http://www.gsdi.org/newsletters.asp

Best regards, Kate Lance, Editor, lancekt AT aya.yale.edu   
 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
I encourage you to take a look at the proceedings of the 9th International Conference on Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure, which took place last month in Santiago, Chile. Approximately 425 participants from 62 
countries converged and reviewed 190 papers and 56 posters.  Most of the papers can be accessed online, 
and the presentations accompanying the papers should be online shortly.  During the GSDI Association 
Council meeting in Chile, the next round of the GSDI Small Grants was discussed; the call for proposals 
should be circulated soon, but the details did not make it into this newsletters. So, please check back at the 
GSDI Association website for details in the coming days.  Best wishes for the Holidays. Regards, Kate  
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    Input to this Issu
hank you to Francis Mwambo, Limbe Botanic Garden (Cameroon); Steeve Ebener, World Health 
rganization (Switzerland); Chukwudozie Ezigbalike, U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (Ethiopia); 
alter de Vries, ITC (The Netherlands); Robert Zomer, International Water Management Institute (IWMI) (Sri 

anka); Prasad Thenkabail, International Water Management Institute (IWMI) (Sri Lanka), Dong Joo Koh, 
IS Unit, UN Mission in Sudan (Sudan); and Craig von Hagen, FAO-SWALIM (Kenya) for their contributions 

o this issue of the newsletter.     

 SDI News, Links, Papers, Presentations
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

patial Data Infrastructure - Africa (SDI-Africa) is a
ree electronic newsletter for people interested in
IS, remote sensing, and data management issues

n Africa. It aims to raise awareness and provide
seful information to strengthen national SDI

nitiatives and support synchronization of regional
ctivities. The Executive Working Group of CODI-
eo and EIS-AFRICA are regional fora that are
romoting SDI development.  
DI-Africa Newsletter -

iberian National Information Management Centre (N
The National Information Managem
capacity building project developed jo
Information Services (LISGIS) and UN
the government and broader deve
capacity building, common data and t
in Liberia. It achieves this through fo
support to information policy developm

 To strengthen information management capacity in 
To subscribe to SDI-Africa, please do so online at:
http://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp  

To unsubscribe, or change your email address:
http://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp#exi
stingsubscriber  

Please mention SDI-Africa as a source of
information in correspondence you may have
about items in this issue. 
Message from the Edito
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IMAC)
ent Centre (NIMAC) is a technical assistance and 
intly by the Liberian Institute for Statistics and Geo-
DP to respond to the data and information needs of 

lopment community in Liberia. NIMAC promotes 
echnology standards, and the free flow of information 
cused client service, product provision, training and 
ent. The main objectives of the Project are:  

the government of Liberia; 

http://www.gsdi9.cl/english/08_Act_Tec_Sess_Sched_TechProg.html
http://www.gsdi9.cl/english/08_Act_Tec_Sess_Sched_TechProg.html
http://www.gsdi.org/
http://www.nimacliberia.org/
http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/it_for_development/geoinfo/main.htm
http://www.uneca.org/eca_programmes/it_for_development/geoinfo/main.htm
http://www.eis-africa.org/
http://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp
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• To provide information management services to the Government and to the wider 
humanitarian/development communities, supporting relief, recovery and reconstruction efforts through the 
provision of information products and services; 
• To support the monitoring and tracking of progress of the LRDC, MDGs, iPRSP, and other development 
frameworks within Liberia. 
The Liberia GIS Users Group is a nationwide community of GIS users that will meet regularly to discuss 
GIS and what impact it usage is having on Liberia. All are welcome, no fees or dues.  This is a chance to 
meet other GIS professionals, network, learn a few tricks, and see what is happening in the geospatial field 
in Liberia. Contact: fred.towalid@undp.org.  
DevInfo ‘training of trainers’ workshop in Monrovia, Liberia
A week-long training for representatives of line Ministries and agencies involved in the collection, processing 
and analysis of statistical data in the country got underway in Monrovia November 20th at the newly 
established National Information Management Center (NIMAC) Training Center. The workshop, jointly 
organized by UNDP and the Government of Liberia (the national statistical agency, LISGIS) provided 20 
participants with hands-on expertise in setting up the DevInfo application software as another tool available 
to support the national statistical system.  DevInfo is a database system that provides a method to organize, 
store and display data in a uniform format to facilitate data sharing at country level across government 
departments and UN agencies using the same system. 
 
Interagency coordination in action - latest meeting of the Somalia Interagency Mapping and 
Coordination (SIMAC) 
The Somalia Interagency Mapping and Coordination (SIMaC) working group is a group of GIS and 
information management professionals working for humanitarian agencies in Somalia.  The group strives to 
develop common data standards and better ways of working together to reduce overlaps and minimize gaps.  
It is open to all interested parties from humanitarian and development related agencies, NGOs, and 
Governments working in this field.  The latest meeting held 23 November 2006 at UNHCR covered a number 
of items, including: 
• Update from members on flood related GIS/information management activities. 
• Update on available and relevant datasets (i.e. SWALIM - estimated inundated areas, FSAU - estimated 
affected populations, UNDP settlement locations and populations, etc...) 
• The way forward:  Maximizing the use of GeoNetworks. Joint efforts? Support to Clusters? 
• Other areas of business. 
Contact: SIMaC@lists.eogeo.org. [Source: SIMaC mailing list] 
 
Angola Public Works Deputy Minister reiterates importance of geographic information
Angolan deputy minister of Public Works, José Ferreira, reiterated the importance of the Geographic 
Information System (GIS) to his sector. Speaking on the occasion of the celebration of the World GIS Day, 
November 15, Ferreira said GIS has been used in various sectors in Angola, such as in support of mine 
clearance, mining exploration, statistics, and rehabilitation of infrastructures. The Public Works Ministry has 
created the Geographic Information Office (GIG), through which geographic information has been provided 
to interested parties, through the elaboration and implementation of the plan of maintenance and 
development of data banks. The phases of implementation of this system range from acquisition, analysis 
and construction of data banks, evaluation of thematic maps to the utilisation of the data banks. GIG has 
been elaborating, in a coordinated way, studies and projects that permit the updating of geographic 
information system data, promoting experimental research development, providing assistance and 
technological support, and leading in the full and effective development of geographic information. [Source: 
allafrica.com; Angola Press Agency (Luanda), November 15, 2006] 
 
Rwandan Cabinet approves second NICI policy and plan
13 November 2006: Rwanda is one country on the continent that has made progress in developing an all-
encompassing ICT-led social and economic development framework, based on the ECA-led African 
Information Society Initiative (AISI). Rwanda with the assistance of ECA began formulating its first ICT policy 
in 1998, championed by President Paul Kagame. This is part of a series of documents, spanning the 20 
years required to realize Rwanda’s Vision 2020. 
 

http://www.nimacliberia.org/GISUserGroup.htm
mailto:fred.towalid@undp.org
http://www.lr.undp.org/PR Devinfo training NIMAC - with comments.pdf
http://www.devinfo.org/downloads.htm?IDX=8
mailto:SIMaC@lists.eogeo.org
http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200611150754.html
http://www.uneca.org/eca_resources/news/131106disd_dna.htm
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Putting geography into information policies – six African countries at workshop to link SDI and NICI  
The ICT, Science and Technology Division (ISTD) of the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) has 
been assisting member States to develop their National Information and Communications Infrastructure 
(NICI) plans and strategies as the guiding framework for ICT programme planning and project development 
and implementation. ISTD also has been advocating for national policies on the management of 
geoinformation as part of National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDI).  Recently, ECA has moved to 
integrate the two sets of policies. However, NICI and NSDI still tend to be developed in parallel at national 
levels, sometimes with little interaction between the two groups of stakeholders.  Therefore, ECA has 
launched a new initiative to bring the member States in line with the current thinking and integrate the two 
processes. Six NICI countries have been selected for the initial run (Ghana, Malawi, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, and Swaziland – and observers from C’ôte d’Ivoire). These are countries where the NICI documents 
have been finalised and approved, with the NSDI process at various stages, from non-existent to approved 
documents. Representatives from these countries were invited to a four-day working session in Addis Ababa, 
from 20-23 November. During the working session, the NICI and SDI task mangers set out to jointly develop 
an activity plan and road map for their respective countries to review and finalize. A secondary output of the 
working session will be a set of structured guidelines for the NICI process that will incorporate geoinformation 
from the onset to be used in future NICI development programmes. The African Centre for Statistics and the 
Governance and Public Administration Division collaborated with ISTD on this event, which was funded by 
the Government of Finland. For more information, contact Dozie Ezigbalike, cezigbalike@uneca.org. 
 
Improving access to geographic information: exploring the national spatial data infrastructure 
initiative in Tanzania. A 2005 undergraduate thesis by Jonas Johansson, Department of Political Science, 
University of Umeå, Sweden 
 
NIGERIASAT-2 aims at national indigenous space capability
The Nigerian Federal Government signed a contract agreement with Surrey Satellite Technology Limited 
(SSTL) of the United Kingdom for the construction of the NIGERIASAT-2 earth observation satellite and 
related ground infrastructure that will establish national indigenous space capability.  When it goes into orbit 
the satellite will send down 32-metre high resolution imaging data for applications in mapping, water 
resources management, agricultural land use, population estimation, health hazard monitoring and disaster 
mitigation and management. Twenty-five Nigerian engineers will undergo training on the technology in the 
UK, adding that during the two and a half years of training, the engineers would design and build a flight 
suitable training model of the NIGERIASAT-2, which would be called NIGERIASAT-X as a demonstration of 
Nigeria's capacity and capability in building future satellites of its kind in Nigeria with little or no supervision. 
See also: SSTL sign landmark NIGERIASAT-2 deal; NigeriaSat-2 signing and celebration; UK Exports Earth 
Observation Satellite to Nigeria to improve African Resource Management.  
 
The Africa Health Infoway: a district-based public health information network for African health
The Africa Health Infoway (AHI) is a system to support the collection of sub national health data and 
statistics for analysis, dissemination, and use to support decision making in Health.  This will include: data for 
epidemiological research; indicators for monitoring and evaluation; financial and cost reporting for clinic 
management; drug, equipment, supply stock reporting for supply management. The Africa Health Infoway 
will have a number of strategic components, namely: 1) Infostructure and connectivity, 2) District health 
information systems, and 3) Knowledge translation into policy and action. The UK Department for 
International Development (DFID) has approved the Africa Health Infoway project for funding. Contact: 
Sylvester Kwankam Yunkap, kwankamy@who.int. 
 
ESRI establishing ESRI Northeast Africa to provide greater support and service for GIS Users
Stemming from ESRI’s commitment to meet the needs and demands of the geographic information system 
(GIS) community in the Middle East and North Africa, ESRI has announced in late October 2006 the 
establishment of ESRI Northeast Africa (ESRI NEA). The newly formed company will allow the expansion of 
ESRI’s software distribution into Libya, Chad, and Sudan and will provide the support and services required 
by ESRI’s customer base in the region. 
   

http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/dec06links/SDI_NICI_Joint_Workshop.pdf
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/dec06links/SDI-NICI-workshop-agenda.pdf
mailto:cezigbalike@uneca.org
http://www.cs.umu.se/~c99jjn/NSDI_Initiative_Tanzania.pdf
http://www.cs.umu.se/~c99jjn/NSDI_Initiative_Tanzania.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200611070897.html
http://www.marketwire.com/mw/release_html_b1?release_id=180564
http://www.ballard.co.uk/press_releases/company_releases.aspx?story=618
http://www.ballard.co.uk/press_releases/company_releases.aspx?story=618
http://www.who.int/kms/initiatives/ahi/en/index.html
mailto:kwankamy@who.int
http://www.esri.com/news/releases/06_4qtr/esri-ne-africa.html
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2006 TIGER Workshop highlights project results
ESA launched the TIGER initiative in 2002 as a CEOS (Committee on Earth Observation satellites) 
contribution to assist African countries to overcome water-related problems and to bridge Africa's water 
information gap using satellite data. TIGER has since involved more than 150 African organisations 
investigating the various stages of the water cycle across the African continent. More than 80 African water 
authorities and remote-sensing experts gathered in Cape Town, South Africa, from 20 to 24 November to 
review the mid-term results achieved to date and to attend training sessions organised by ESA and 
UNESCO. In her opening remarks, the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry of the Republic of South Africa 
Lindiwe Benedicta Hendricks said: "Without appropriate tools and skills, as well as accurate and reliable 
information to support and inform decision-making processes, being able to adequately address the water 
challenges that face us will remain a pie in the sky. 
Research presentations outlined how EO data led to the detection of a previously unknown fault in Morocco. 
Participants also heard how EO data are being used to monitor land use dynamics in Cameroon where 
landslides have increased in number and intensity in the last 30 years. In Botswana, EO data, along with in-
situ, will be used to feed the political decisions on shared water use within the Okavango Delta. 
 
Resolutions from the 23rd plenary meeting of ISO/TC 211 Geographic information/Geomatics, held in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 14-15 November 2006 (en français). 
ISO/TC 211 Geographic information/Geomatics is responsible for the ISO geographic information series of 
standards. Further information about the committee can be found at www.isotc211.org where it is also 
possible to make contact with the committee secretariat if you have any queries. You can also obtain a copy 
of the fact sheets and an overview document from this web site. 
Many bodies are actively engaged in the work of ISO/TC 211. These include national standardization bodies, 
the OpenGIS Consortium (OGC), international professional bodies (such as FIG and ICA), UN agencies, and 
sectoral bodies (such as DGIWG and ICAO).  See also: ISO TC211 plenary tutorial & workshop schedule. 
Note: the 24th ISO/TC 211 Plenary and Working Gropu Meetings will be held 31 May - 1 June 2007 in 
Rome, Italy, and the 25th ISO/TC 211 Plenary and Working Group Meetings will be held 28 October - 2 
November 2007 in Xi'an, People's Republic of China.   
 
Report reveals space industry at $180 billion
The Space Foundation publicly released The Space Report: The Guide to Global Space Activity, a new and 
definitive source for data and analysis about the global space industry, space products, and space services. 
Among its revelations: the space industry now tops $180 billion in global revenues. The Space Report 
identifies nine distinct sectors for global space activities and describes the full range of space activities: 
space infrastructure, space products and services, space revenues and government budgets, how space 
products and services are used, their impact, and the outlook for the future. Among its key findings, The 
Space Report concludes that space activities accounted for about $180 billion in government budgets and 
industry revenues worldwide in 2005.  
$110 billion comes from global commercial space revenue, from infrastructure, infrastructure support 
services, satellite services and transportation-based services  
$70 billion is from international government expenditures from civilian and military agencies  
$57 billion or about one-third is attributable to U.S. government expenditures  
$80 billion or nearly half is attributable to satellite-based products and services  
The Executive Summary of The Space Report is available free of charge online as a PDF.  
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NOSAT provides access to data on flooded areas of Somalia
hese maps have been produced or facilitated by UNOSAT from public sources. You are asked to kindly 
redit UNOSAT and/or the original source if this information is used in a report, project, etc. Additional 
roducts including satellite images (for example from Ikonos, SPOT, LANDSAT or ENVISAT) and thematic 
aps (for example land cover, digital elevation models (DEMs) and environmental change analyzes) can be 
rovided by UNOSAT on request.  Also available are the vectors for likely flooded areas based on the 
nalysis of Radarsat-1 satellite imagery over Somalia. 

http://www.spacemart.com/reports/Tiger_Workshop_Highlights_Project_Results_999.html
http://www.tiger.esa.int/
http://www.congrex.nl/06m31/
http://www.isotc211.org/opendoc/211n2116/211n2116.pdf
http://www.isotc211.org/opendoc/211n2024/211n2024F.pdf
http://www.isotc211.org/
http://www.isotc211riyadh.org.sa/tutorial_wshp_schedule.htm
http://news.spacefoundation.org/index.cfm?releaseid=E7587C9C-D157-4515-423BB19DFFFFB532
http://www.thespacereport.org/executive_summary.pdf
http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/asp/prod_free.asp?id=28
http://www.unosat.org/
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Tracks4Africa on Google Earth 
More than 6 years of effort by the Tracks4Africa community have today culminated with the release of a 
Tracks4Africa layer on Google Earth. The T4A layer was compiled using only GPS tracklogs contributed by 
the T4A community: it covers the whole African continent and it has been recognized by Google as world 
class data suitable to go alongside with very high resolution imagery. MadMappers is proud in the (small) 
contribution given to this remarkable mapping exercise. Due to the nature of this voluntary effort, data 
coverage is excellent in some places but less so in others.  Everyone with a GPS is invited to join this pan 
African mapping initiative aimed at creating a popular African GIS culture where everyone can give a 
contribution towards the re-mapping of Africa. Note that this initiative is not aimed at mapping major urban 
centres (often for cities very good quality data already exists ), but rather to put on the map rural roads and 
tracks (together with a road surface description). Some examples of the T4A layer in East Africa: 
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/SarEsSalaam.jpg  
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Serengeti.jpg  
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Killimanjaro.jpg  
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Addis%20Abeba.jpg  
To access the T4A layer on Google Earth  activate "Tracks4Africa" within  "Layers" > "Primary database" > 
"Featured Content" i.e. where the National Geographic layer is. Futher instructions are available. [Source: 
Tanzania GIS User Group (TZGISUG) List] 
 
Tele Atlas signs agreement with MapIT to add coverage of seven African countries
Tele Atlas, a leading global provider of digital maps and dynamic content for navigation and location based 
solutions, announced (November 16, 2006) a license and distribution agreement with MapIT (Pty) Ltd., 
based in Pretoria, Republic of South-Africa. The agreement gives Tele Atlas full map coverage of South 
Africa and neighbouring countries (Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland) 
and puts Tele Atlas in the lead position in the region with maps covering the entire Southern region of the 
African continent. Tele Atlas Chief Operating Officer and Managing Director of Europe, Middle East and 
Africa, Jack Reinelt said: "The South African region is a fast growing tourism destination, and digital maps of 
the area are increasingly important to Tele Atlas' portable navigation, mobile and Internet application 
partners. They clearly want to deliver consistent navigation and location based services in all regions of the 
world. Our tests show this partnership gives us the highest quality digital maps in Africa, and the staff and 
operations to ensure they remain accurate and up-to-date." 
 
Soil moisture data with 1 km spatial and < 1 week temporal resolution
African water resource managers require information about soil moisture, which is the water stored in the soil 
within reach of the plants. When there is too little soil moisture, rain-fed crops and natural vegetation wilt and 
water withdrawal for irrigation and other purposes increases strongly. When there is too much soil moisture, 
the risks of flooding, flash floods and erosion increases. Unfortunately, so far, there has been a near 
complete lack of soil moisture information in Africa because of the high costs of in-situ measurement 
networks and because of the unavailability of suitable satellite data. The TIGER project SHARE is the first 
project to demonstrate that spaceborne Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) instruments can deliver soil 
moisture data of high spatial (1 km) and temporal (< 1 week) resolution. The soil moisture data are retrieved 
from ScanSAR data collected by the ENVISAT ASAR instrument using a change detection algorithm that 
accounts for spatial differences in vegetation cover and surface roughness. At this stage this product is 
deemed experimental because seasonal vegetation effects are not corrected for and because validation 
activities have only just started. The data can be viewed at the SHARE website or at the Vienna University of 
Technology website. 
 
Catalog of public web mapping services
This site aims to be a visual catalog of public Web Mapping Service (WMS) resources online. 
 
Export to KML v2.3.4
Export to KML is an extension developed for ArcGIS 9.x by the City of Portland, Bureau of Planning. The 
extension allows ArcGIS users to export GIS data in “keyhole markup language” (KML) format for viewing in 
the free Google Earth data viewer. Any point, polyline, or polygon dataset, in any defined projection, can be 
exported. Features can be exported as either 2-dimensional features, or 3D features "extruded" upwards by 
an attribute or z-value. Some other features: ability to incorporate ArcMap layer symbology into the exported 

http://www.tracks4africa.com/
http://www.madmappers.com/
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/SarEsSalaam.jpg
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Serengeti.jpg
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Killimanjaro.jpg
http://www.madmappers.com/T4A-GE/Addis Abeba.jpg
http://tracks4africa.com/misc/t4a_maps_on_google_earth.pdf
http://www2.teleatlas.com/Pub/Press/Press_releases/TA_CT012212
http://www.teleatlas.com/
http://www.mapit.co.za/
http://www.ukzn.ac.za/sahg/share/
http://www.ukzn.ac.za/sahg/share/
http://www.ipf.tuwien.ac.at/radar/
http://www.ipf.tuwien.ac.at/radar/
http://wms-sites.com/
http://arcscripts.esri.com/details.asp?dbid=14273
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KML; labeling of point, line, and polygon features; "describe" individual features using the database 
attributes. The "export_to_KML_documention.pdf" document explains how to work the script. Please refer to 
it for more information. The download also includes all of the original source code. If you come across any 
bugs or make any improvements, please let the authors know. You are strongly recommended to check back 
regularly for updated versions. 
 
SRTM v3.2 Update
The SRTM v3 data has been updated with improved DEM's.  In addition, the JRC mirror site in Italy is now 
functional, which should further improve access.  The CGIAR-CSI GeoPortal is able to provide SRTM 90m 
Digital Elevation Data for the entire world. The SRTM digital elevation data, produced by NASA originally, is 
a major breakthrough in digital mapping of the world, and provides a major advance in the accessibility of 
high quality elevation data for large portions of the tropics and other areas of the developing world. The 
SRTM digital elevation data provided on this site has been processed to fill data voids, and to facilitate it's 
ease of use by a wide group of potential users. This data is provided in an effort to promote the use of 
geospatial science and applications for sustainable development and resource conservation in the 
developing world. Digital elevation models (DEM) for the entire globe, covering all of the countries of the 
world, are available for download on this site. The SRTM 90m DEM's have a resolution of 90m at the 
equator, and are provided in mosaiced 5 deg x 5 deg tiles for easy download and use. All are produced from 
a seamless dataset to allow easy mosaicing. These are available in both ArcInfo ASCII and GeoTiff format to 
facilitate their ease of use in a variety of image processing and GIS applications. Data can be downloaded 
using a browser or accessed directly from the ftp site. If you find this digital elevation data useful, please let 
CGIAR-CSI know at csi@cgiar.org.   
 
CGIAR-CSI: reformatted CRU TS 2.1 climate database online
The CGIAR-CSI has announced that the CRU TS 2.1 Climate Data, reformatted by the International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI) for easy use in geospatial analysis and GIS software packages, is now 
available through the CGIAR-CSI Geoportal.The CRU TS 2.1 Global Climate Dataset is comprised of 1224 
monthly time-series of climate variables, for the period 1901-2002, covering the global land surface, 
excluding Antarctica, at 0.5 degrees resolution. The nine climate variables available through this dataset are: 
daily mean, minimum and maximum temperature, diurnal temperature range, precipitation, wet day 
frequency, frost day frequency, vapor pressure and cloud cover.   
 
Global Irrigated Area Mapping (GIAM) knowledge gateway
The International Water Management Institute (IWMI) has announced the release of the Global Irrigated 
Area Mapping (GIAM) knowledge gateway. This is the first satellite sensor based global map of irrigated 
area. The site provides country-by-country statistics of irrigated areas. The web map option allows you to 
quickly zoom into area of your interest and produce a irrigated area map of your area. All data and products 
are available for download from the web portal. See links for further details on GIAM statistics (irrigated area 
statistics for 175 countries), GIAM Map Server, GIAM on Google 
GIAM web portal,Review documents. For further details, contact: Prasad S. Thenkabail, 
p.thenkabail@cgiar.org. 
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lectronic version of poverty mapping book for Uganda available 
n electronic version of an important poverty mapping book, Where are the 
oor? Mapping Patterns of Well-Being in Uganda: 1992 & 1999, is available.  
he question, ‘Where are the poor in Uganda?’ can be answered, as a result of 
ophisticated poverty maps developed by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
UBOS)  and the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). These maps 
rovide facts and figures on poverty and inequality by region, district and 
ounty, highlighting where the poorest are located and estimating the numbers 
f poor and levels of poverty. These maps are important because they can be 
sed to ensure that resources are targeted at those most in need.  The results 
f the analysis show that there is considerable geographic variation in the 
istribution of the poor among and within regions, districts, counties and sub-counties.  

http://srtm.csi.cgiar.org/
mailto:csi@cgiar.org
http://cru.csi.cgiar.org/
http://cru.csi.cgiar.org/
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/dec06links/giam-global.pdf
http://www.iwmigiam.org/
http://www.iwmigiam.org/stats
http://giam.iwmi.org/mapper.asp
http://www.iwmigiam.org/info/main/index.asp
http://www.iwmigiam.org/
http://www.iwmigiam.org/info/GMI-DOC/documentation.asp
mailto:p.thenkabail@cgiar.org
http://www.ilri.org/ILRIPubAware/ShowDetail.asp?CategoryID=TS&ProductReferenceNo=TS%5F051101%5F002
http://www.ilri.org/ilripubaware/uploaded files/Uganda Poverty Atlas.pdf
http://www.ilri.org/ilripubaware/uploaded files/Uganda Poverty Atlas.pdf
http://www.ubos.org/
http://www.ubos.org/
http://www.ilri.org/ilripubaware/uploaded files/2005413139390.NR_GEN_050303_028_UBOS_UgandaPovertyMappingBookLaunch.pdf
http://www.ilri.org/ilripubaware/uploaded files/2005413139390.NR_GEN_050303_028_UBOS_UgandaPovertyMappingBookLaunch.pdf
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GNSS in Ghana
The October 2006 issue of GeoConnexion magazine offers this piece that describes the rapid uptake of 
global navigation satellite system (GNSS) in Ghana. 
 
Linking the global positioning system (GPS) to a personal digital assistant (PDA) to support 
tuberculosis control in South Africa: a pilot study
In this pilot study, the authors show that it is feasible to use a simple PDA/GPS device to locate the homes of 
patients. They found that in densely populated informal settlements, GPS technology is more accurate than 
aerial photos in identifying homes and more efficient than addresses provided by participants in finding their 
homes. Research assessing issues of confidentiality and cost effectiveness would have to be undertaken 
before implementing PDA/GPS-based technology for this application. However, this PDA/GPS device could 
be used to reduce part of the burden on TB control programs. [Source: International Journal of Health 
Geographics 2006, 5:34] 
 
The invaluable role the application of GIS/remote sensing techniques can play in the identification of 
health hazards and risk assessment 
Paper presented in an African Society for Toxicological Sciences (ASTS) training workshop on Health Risks 
and Hazards last October in Limbe, Cameroon, to encourage ASTS to employ GIS.  Two sites in Cameroon 
are presented as potential locales for analysis: the CDC rubber factory at Tiko and a local slaughter house at 
Mutengene. These may exemplify industrial and domestic sources of pollution respectively. The former uses 
chemicals such as ammonia (NH3), Sulphuric Acid (H2SO4) in the treatment of rubber and channels the 
effluent (containing small solid pellets) into the Atlantic Ocean. The effluent changes the chemistry of the 
water and renders it unfit to support aquatic life. At the slaughter house in Mutengene, effluent rich in organic 
matter is being channeled in to River Yenue. This pollutes the river, reducing its ability to support aquatic life. 
The populace also may be tapping the potentially hazardous water from the river at a lower course. Although 
the application of GIS / RS alone is not a panacea to Africa’s toxicological problems, a more positive 
approach to the problem is in the horizon following the workshop. Contact: Francis Mwambo, Limbe Botanic 
Garden (Cameroon), mwambofm@yahoo.com.  
 
Link between Sahara dust and hurricane activity 
Researchers in the United States have discovered that thick clouds of dust 
that periodically rise up from the Sahara desert affect hurricane activity in 
the Atlantic Ocean. Fewer Atlantic hurricanes spawned in years featuring 
strong dust storms in the Sahara which raises the possibility that they 
could help reduce tropical cyclone activity. More work needs to be carried 
out but the researchers say that, if they could proved that dust storms 
helped suppress the development of hurricanes, weather forecasters could 
eventually track atmospheric dust and factor it into their forecasts.The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration funded the research, 
which has been published in the scientific journal Geophysical Research 
Letters. [Source: WMO News] 
 
Why SDIs Fail (September 27, 2006), Must SDIs Fail? (October 18, 2006), Making SDIs Work (October 
19, 2006) 
Paul Ramsey offers a series of posts at his Geotips blog on Spatial Data Infrastructures. They are titled: 
"Why SDIs Fail," "Must SDIs Fail?" and "Making SDIs Work."  In short, “we can defeat SDI inaction through 
two possible routes: increase the incentives to participation, or decrease the costs.” 
 
Applied GIS goes open access
The international, refereed, electronic journal “Applied GIS” is now to be open access, allowing anyone to 
view it for free. It topics range from spatial analysis and remote sensing through to urban and regional 
management applications.  The journal may be a useful research resource and publishing outlet for SDI-
Africa readers. 
 
 

http://www.geoconnexion.com/uploads/GNSS_intv5i9.pdf
http://www.ij-healthgeographics.com/content/5/1/34
http://www.ij-healthgeographics.com/content/5/1/34
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/dec06links/GIS-health-hazards.pdf
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/dec06links/GIS-health-hazards.pdf
mailto:mwambofm@yahoo.com
http://geotips.blogspot.com/2006/09/why-sdis-fail.html
http://geotips.blogspot.com/2006/10/must-sdis-fail.html
http://geotips.blogspot.com/2006/10/making-sdis-work.html
http://publications.epress.monash.edu/loi/ag
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eoinformation sabbatical opening at the GIS Centre in South Africa  
he GIS Centre in South Africa, part of the Knowledge Management programme of the Human Sciences 
esearch Council (HSRC), is seeking to establish relationships with academic institutions and scholars on 

he African continent. The GIS Centre specializes in placing socio-economic and developmental information 
n a spatial context. The GIS Centre is offering scholars with a masters or PhD an opportunity to visit the GIS 
entre as part of their sabbatical programme. The GIS Centre will provide scholars with access to all its 

acilities including a modern and well equiped resource centre, professional GIS staff, sophisticated GIS and 
T facilities, its geoinformation and a place to work in conducting post-graduate and post-doctorate studies. 
he GIS Centre is unfortunately unable to provide financial support to scholars for travel or accommodation. 
ontact: Craig A. Schwabe, Director, GIS Centre, Human Sciences Research Council, 
aschwabe@hsrc.ac.za. [Source: AGIRN website] 

IS Seasonal (Winter) Training Program, Cairo, Egypt, December 2006. 
he training sessions provide participants with the opportunity to learn the latest ESRI software and its 

unctionalities by highly qualified ESRI certified instructors and to meet up with professionals working in the 
IS field. The event is organized and managed by Quality Standards Information Technology, a subsidiary of 
SRI NEA. Contact: gistp@qs4it.com. 

pcoming short-courses offered by RECTAS, Ile-Ife, Nigeria 
he Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS) is offering a number of three-week 
ourses during the final quater of this year.   
   8-23 December 2006: Principles of Remote Sensing 
 12-18 January 2007; 23 January - 3 February 2007: Generation of Framework Data  
 6-24 February 2007: Visualization and Dissemination of Geospatial data  
 27 February – 17 March 2007: Geoinformation Production and Services  
 20 March – 14 April 2007: Further Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing Operations  
 17 April – 5 May 2007: Further GIS Operations  
 8-26 May 2007: Further Cartographic Operations 
lso note that RECTAS is able to package and deliver customised training for intrested organisations. These 
ould be either advanced or other certificate programs. Contact: rectasinfo@yahoo.com or 
unmit@rectas.org. 

hat's New in ArcGIS Server at 9.2, December 14, 2006 (12 PM, 2 PM, & 6 PM - New York time). ESRI 
ive training seminars are designed for those who want GIS training on a focused topic presented live by an 
SRI technical expert. The Live Training Seminars are free - no purchase is necessary. If you miss the live 

raining seminar, typically ESRI records the seminars, so you can download and view it at a later time, at 
our convenience. 

istance Course - Spatial Data Infrastructure, starting 26 March 2007 (6 weeks), offered by the 
nternational Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC) 

ithin the last couple of years, awareness of the concept of spatial data infrastructures (SDI) has risen 
apidly within the geographical information community. Supported by increasing political interest, most major 
rganisations that deal with spatial data acquisition, management and dissemination are nowadays involved 

n SDI development activities. Increasingly, this global process is leading to changing job specifications for 
eo-information professionals and requires educational offers that go beyond traditional training in GIS and 
emote sensing. Against this background, this course focuses on the engineering methods necessary to build 
p spatial data infrastructures at corporate, local, regional and national levels. The course fee is € 1,000. 
articipants in a number of countries pay a reduced fee of € 500. Deadline for registration: 12 February 
007. Contact: education@itc.nl. 

http://www.hsrc.ac.za/research/crosscutters/KS/index.html
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/research/crosscutters/KS/index.html
mailto:caschwabe@hsrc.ac.za
http://www.qs4it.com/gistp/Training.aspx
http://www.qs4it.com/gistp/
mailto:gistp@qs4it.com
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/jul06links/RECTAS-short-courses.pdf
mailto:rectasinfo@yahoo.com
mailto:funmit@rectas.org
http://campus.esri.com/campus/seminars/
http://campus.esri.com/campus/home/workshoplist.cfm?id=3&CFID=12998525&CFTOKEN=70377986
http://www.itc.nl/education/courses/distant_learning/spatial_data_infrastr.asp
http://www.itc.nl/education/courses/distant_learning/countries2.htm
mailto:education@itc.nl


    

             Spatial Data Infrastructure – Africa Newsletter

 

S

Schedule for all upcoming ITC short courses in the distance education format  
The International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC) offers several of its 
popular short courses in the distance education format, combining self study and extensive online support by 
ITC staff. These include: 
• Quality of Geospatial Data and Related Statistical Concepts, second half of 2007  
• Environmental Impact Assessment, second half of 2007  
• Geostatistics and Open-Source Statistical Computing, 19 February - 30 March 2007  
• Hyperspectral Remote Sensing, 15 January - 25 February 2007  
• Principles of Geographic Information Systems, 15 January - 25 February 2007  
• Digital Terrain Model Extraction, Processing and Parameterisation for Hydrology, 2007   
Each short course is based on a module in one of ITC’s degree courses. Successful completion of the short 
course will lead to exemption for that module in the degree course.  See link for details in degree, diploma 
and certificate programmes. 
 
Master of Science (MSc) course “Geo-information Science and Earth Observation for Environmental 
Modelling and Management” (GEM) 2007   
Online applications are now being invited for the MSc course “Geo-information Science and Earth 
Observation for Environmental Modelling and Management” (GEM) 2007. The course combines the best 
elements from four European institutes into one course. World-renowned faculty from these four Universities, 
as well as visiting scholars, teach this course. The Erasmus Mundus scholarships for this course are open to 
all non-EU country applicants. Scholarship applications must be received before 1 January 2007. 
 
Workshop "e-Commerce Policy and Practice", 7-9 February 2007, Gaborone, Botswana 
The Commonwealth Network of Information Technology for Development (COMNET-IT) in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Communications Science and Technology, Government of Botswana, is organizing the third in 
a series of four Pan-SADC e-Government workshops as part of the on-going EU assisted initiative IST-
Africa. The workshop is intended for public-service managers and policy makers from the Southern African 
region engaged in public service reform, in a technical area or otherwise, at a national, regional/provincial or 
local level. The workshop is free of charge and includes materials, lunches and refreshment breaks on the 
three workshop days. Workshop places are limited and qualifying applicants will be accepted on a first-come-
first-served basis and will be admitted to the workshop on presentation of the acceptance letter from the 
organisers. Participants are required to organise their own travel and accommodation arrangements and will 
settle their own hotel and transport costs directly. Applications for partial sponsorship close on 8 January 
2007. Registration deadline: 19 January 2007. Contact: Mr Kishore Naran, Department of Information 
Technology, knaran@gov.bw. 
 
National workshops on monitoring tools for assessing household level food access and 
consumption, Lilongwe, Malawi ; Nairobi, Kenya; Maputo, Mozambique 
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007 United Nations Public Service Awards  
he United Nations Public Service Awards Programme is the most prestigious international recognition of 
xcellence in public service. It rewards the creative achievements and contributions of public service 

nstitutions to development in countries around the world. Through an annual competition, the UN Public 
ervice Awards Programme promotes the role, professionalism and visibility of public service. All Public 
rganizations/agencies at national and sub-national levels, as well as public/private partnerships and 
rganizations performing outsourced public service functions, are eligible for nomination. Self-nominations 
re not accepted. Deadline: 31 December 2006. 

aptain Planet Foundation Funding for Youth Environmental Projects 
he mission of the Captain Planet Foundation is to fund and support hands-on environmental projects for 
hildren and youth. The foundation's objective is to encourage innovative programs that empower children 
nd youth around the world to work individually and collectively to solve environmental problems in their 
eighborhoods and communities. Through environmental education, the foundation believes that children 

http://www.itc.nl/education/courses/distance_education.asp
http://www.itc.nl/education
http://www.gem-msc.org/a_register.aspx
http://www.gem-msc.org/a_register.aspx
http://www.comnet-it.org/news/future.html
http://www.comnet-it.org/
http://www.ist-africa.org/2005/default.asp?page=egovernment
http://www.ist-africa.org/
http://www.ist-africa.org/
mailto:knaran@gov.bw
http://www.foodsecinfoaction.org/News/tr_nut_06.htm
http://www.foodsecinfoaction.org/News/tr_nut_06.htm
http://www.unpan.org/dpepa_psaward.asp
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan023511.pdf
http://www.captainplanetfdn.org/
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can achieve a better understanding and appreciation of the world in which they live. The foundation offers 
small grants of $500 or less each, as well as a limited number of grant awards ranging from $500 to $2,500 
each. Applicants must be at least 18 years old to submit a proposal. Deadlines for submitting grant 
applications are June 30, September 30, December 31, and March 31. Grant proposals are reviewed over a 
period of three months from the date of the submission deadline. Visit the Captain Planet Foundation Web 
site for complete program information and guidelines. 
 
Grants for Strengthening Capacity in OIC Countries for Water Resources Research
The objective of the INWRDAM – COMSTECH – IFS Strengthening Capacity in OIC Countries for Water 
Resources Research Initiative is to stimulate water resources research in OIC countries that generates new 
knowledge and appropriate technologies for sustainable water resource management, and thereby 
contributing to the outcome document of the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000. Proposals are 
invited from young researchers for projects up to US$ 12,000 that last between one and three years. 
Applicants must be 40 years of age or younger (researchers from Sub-Saharan Africa are eligible for IFS 
support up to the age of 45, provided they have completed their highest academic degree, MSc, MA, PhD, 
Post-Doc or equivalent, in the previous 5 years), and holders of at minimum a MA/ MSc degree or the 
equivalent. Applicants must be attached to a university, a national research institution or a research oriented 
NGO in a developing country; the institution is expected to guarantee that the applicant has a salary (or other 
source of income) and provide basic research facilities. Funding decisions are made twice yearly for 
applications received before the end of June and the end of December.  
  
Visiting (Non-U.S.) Fulbright Scholar Program
Each year some 800 faculty and professionals from around the world receive Fulbright Scholar grants for 
advanced research and university lecturing in the United States. Individual grants are available to scholars 
from over 150 countries. Individuals who meet the eligibility requirements apply for grants through the 
Fulbright commission/foundation or public affairs section of the U.S. embassy in their home countries. 
Individual Fulbright grants are available for scholars from selected countries to conduct research, lecture or 
pursue combined lecturing and research in the United States. Under the Visiting Fulbright Scholar Program, 
scholars apply in their home country for Fulbright awards. To determine if your home country participates in 
the program, please contact your country's Fulbright commission or the public affairs section of the U.S. 
embassy. 
 
Yale University's World Fellows Program
Each September, 16 to 18 World Fellows come to Yale's campus in New Haven, Connecticut, for a 
concentrated 13-week program designed specifically for those leading and refining the critical institutions in 
societies around the globe. To augment their accelerating careers, the World Fellows Program provides a 
lively intellectual setting within which to analyze issues, debate goals, define strategies, reexamine values, 
and undertake a unique set of professional development opportunities. Recognizing that contemporary 
issues and problems defy easy categorization, the scope of the World Fellows Program is deliberately 
interdisciplinary, flexible, and capable of meeting the needs of Fellows across a wide range of fields. The 
Program also provides participants with an expanding network of contacts and connections both on campus 
and off to further enhance their future effectiveness.  All nominations must be postmarked or electronically 
submitted by December 31, 2006. All applications must be received or electronically submitted by 13 
January 2006. 
 
International Fellowships Program (IFP) - West Africa (for residents of Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal) 
The International Fellowships Program (IFP) is a program supported by the Ford Foundation and 
administered in West Africa by the AAU in collaboration with Pathfinder International, Nigeria and AAWORD, 
Senegal. IFP provides fellowships for advanced study to exceptional individuals who will use their education 
to further development in their own countries and greater social and economic justice worldwide. IFP 
fellowships will be awarded to applicants from diverse backgrounds, including social groups and 
communities that lack systematic access to higher education. It is expected that 45 Fellowships will be 
awarded in West Africa for the 2008/9 academic year. Applicant must be residents or resident nationals of 
Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal. Deadline: January 26, 2007. 
 

http://www.ifs.se/Programme/ifs_inwrdam_comstech_2006.asp
http://www.cies.org/vs_scholars/vs_awards/
http://www.yale.edu/worldfellows
http://www.aau.org/ifp/announce.htm
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UNESCO / Keizo Obuchi Fellowships  
UNESCO invites young postgraduate researchers in developing countries with a master's degree (or 
equivalent) to apply for fellowships, each worth US$6,000 to US$10,000, through the UNESCO / Keizo 
Obuchi Research Fellowship Programme.  The program offers a total of 20 fellowships to researchers active 
in one of four fields: the environment, inter-cultural dialogue, information and communication technology, and 
peaceful conflict resolution. This is the seventh year running that Japan has awarded these grants. 
Applications must reach UNESCO Headquarters in Paris before 12 January 2007. Researchers under 40 
years of age may submit their applications to their country's National Commission for UNESCO (check with 
your UNESCO's country office), which will select a maximum of two candidates. Contact: Ali Zaid, Fellowship 
Section, UNESCO, a.zaid@unesco.org.   
 
Eastern African Sub-regional Support Initiative for the Advancement of Women (EASSI) Internship 
Programme for Young Women 2007
The Eastern African Sub-regional Support Initiative for the Advancement of women (EASSI) is specifically 
seeking four young women aged 20-30 years from Burundi, Ethiopia, Rwanda and Uganda to join the 2007 
Internship Programme. The internship Programme is an innovative programme for young women from the 
Eastern Africa sub-region held every year from April to December. The Programme provides opportunities 
for learning, interacting and travelling. Its objective is to develop and enhance young women's skills in 
leadership, lobbying and advocacy, programme management, report writing and analysis, research and 
documentation, information management, developing resourceful data bases, Web site maintenance and 
resource centre management. At the end of the internship programme, each intern is expected to produce a 
research report on an area of their choice but related to the work that EASSI does, based on their experience 
at EASSI. Deadline: 31 January 2007. Contact: eassi@eassi.org.   
 
IDRC Evaluation Research Awards  
The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) Evaluation Research Awards will assist Canadian 
and developing country graduate students in undertaking their thesis research in the field of evaluation. The 
awards are intended to promote the growth of Canadian and developing country capacity in evaluation and 
to better the theory and practice of evaluation. Research has to be conducted in Latin America, Africa, the 
Middle East or Asia. For 2007, two awards will be offered. Deadline for applications is 15 January 2007. 
Contact: IDRC Doctoral Research Awards, cta@idrc.ca.  
  
Nordiska Afrikainstitutet Travel Scholarships
Under this scheme some 30–40 scholars associated with Nordic universities, colleges and research 
institutions are sponsored annually for research trips to Africa. The scholarships are intended for research 
and preparation of research projects. Research should concern development issues in Africa and emphasis 
is placed on the social sciences and closely related fields (anthropology, history, economics, human 
geography etc). Next application deadline: 15 January 2007. [Note from Editor: if you have colleagues in 
Norway, this could be an opportunity for them to visit with you and collaboarate on research]  
 
Scholarship in library and information studies: STIMULATE 7 (Scientific and Technological 
Information Management in Universities and Libraries: an Active Training Environment)
The program is planned to take place mainly in Brussels, Belgium, for 3 months from May 2 to July 27, 2007. 
Language used is English. Participation is free of charge for 12 participants from developing countries. They 
also will receive a grant to cover the costs of accommodation and a return flight ticket. This initiative is aimed 
primarily at persons with a university degree (Bachelor or Master), who work in universities, information and 
documentation centres, and libraries, including of course university libraries, and who have a few years of 
practical experience.  The main aim and goal of this International Training Program is to offer a stimulating 
learning environment to the participants. These are young scientists and professionals who have a function 
as information intermediary in the area of science and technology, so as to sharpen their skills in collecting, 
storing, retrieving, presenting and managing information. Deadline: end of January 2007. 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Access to Learning Award
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s annual Access to Learning Award 2007 is open for nominations. The 
award recognizes excellence in providing access to information by utilizing new information and 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=14635&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
mailto:a.zaid@unesco.org
http://www.wougnet.org/Profiles/eassi.html
http://www.wougnet.org/Profiles/eassi.html
mailto:eassi@eassi.org
http://www.idrc.ca/awards/ev-86762-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
mailto:cta@idrc.ca
http://www.nai.uu.se/scholarships/travel/
http://www.vub.ac.be/BIBLIO/itp/stimulate7/stimulate7-announcement.htm
http://www.vub.ac.be/BIBLIO/itp/stimulate7/stimulate7-announcement.htm
http://www.inasp.info/ldp/awards/
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communication technologies in an innovative way, at no cost to the user. The recipient will receive an award 
of up to US $1 million. Deadline for nominations is December 31, 2006.  
 
International Foundation for Science grants  
The International Foundation for Science (IFS) granting programme is open for project proposals from 
developing country scientists who meet the eligibility criteria and conduct research on the sustainable 
management of biological resources.  An IFS Research Grant has a maximum value of USD 12,000. It is 
awarded to an individual researcher, for a specific research project.  It is intended for the purchase of the 
basic tools needed to conduct the proposed research project - equipment, expendable supplies, and 
literature - and to arrange fieldwork activities related to the proposed project. The grant cannot be used to 
pay for the aspiring Grantee's own salary or for honoraria, or to cover tuition fees or living expenses. It is 
expected that the IFS Grantees already receive a salary and are employed by or otherwise attached to a 
developing country research institution. Researchers from Sub-Saharan Africa are eligible for IFS support up 
to the age of 45, provided they have completed their highest academic degree (MSc, MA, PhD, Post-Doc or 
equivalent) in the previous 5 years. Deadline: 30 June & 31 December 2006. 
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enior Lecturer, Lecturer I, Lecturer II and Assistant Lecturer, Ile-Ife, Nigeria  
emography and Population Studies, Obafemi Awolowo University. Contact Dr. P.O Ogunjuyigbe, 
ogunjuyigbe@yahoo.com, or Dr. A.I Akinyemi, akakanni@oauife.edu.ng. Deadline: December 26, 2006. 

Source: Population-Environment Research Network] 

n(e)Expert(e) en Sécurité Alimentaire chargé(e) du renforcement et de l'amélioration des dispositifs 
e prévention des crises alimentaires au Sahel (Animation).Date limite de dépôt des candidatures: 31 
écembre 2006. 
n(e)Expert(e) en Nutrition/Sécurité Alimentaire. Date limite de dépôt des candidatures: 31 décembre 
006. 

 
eographic Information System (GIS) Officer, L-3, Nyala, Sudan  
hilst the specific activities of the GIS Officer will vary, the overarching objective is to improve the capacity 

or humanitarian decision making by strengthening the flow and management of information through the 
trengthened collection, processing, and timely dissemination of information relevant to the response. The 
IS Officer will work within the Information Management Unit of the Office for the Coordination of 
umanitarian Affairs (OCHA) country office, United Nations. Candidates should have a minimum of 5 years 
f progressively responsible relevant professional experience including 2 years at the international level; 
trong practical background in GIS and cartography, including knowledge of current GIS software (ARC/Info, 
RC/View, ERDAS, etc.). Contact: ochavacancies@un.org. Deadline: 5 December 2006. Applications 

eceived after the deadline will not be accepted. Vacancy Notice number: OCHA/G/105/2006. 

IS expert (2 positions) (go to " vacancies"), Khartoum, Sudan 
he GIS Section in the Sudan UN Peacekeeping mission (Khartoum) is looking for two GIS experts (P-3: 
enior management) with several years experience. Military background in an army mapping agency would 
e an asset. Contact: Mr. Dong Joo Koh, unmis-recruitmentNPO@un.org, dongjoo@un.org. Vacancy Notice 
umber: PMSS-407556. 

esearcher - Remote Sensing and GIS in Geospatial Intelligence, Pretoria, South Africa  
he CSIR is South Africa's leading national research and development organisation with a track record of 
ore than 60 years. The organisation's research and development activities focus on promoting and 

ustaining growth at a national level, while seeking to address developmental needs of the continent. The 
SIR: Defence, Peace, Safety and Security (DPSS) has a vacancy available for a Researcher-Remote 
ensing and GIS in Geospatial Intelligence in the Optronic Sensor Systems Competency Area. This 

esearch group, which are situated in Pretoria, assists natural and military resource scientists with remote 
ensing components on projects, while at the same time exploring research avenues in line with the socio-
esearch vision of the CSIR. Deadline: December 15, 2006. [Source: GISSA] 

http://www.ifs.se/Programme/granting_programme.asp
https://www.oauife.edu.ng/faculties/soc_sciences/
mailto:pogunjuyigbe@yahoo.com
mailto:akakanni@oauife.edu.ng
http://www.cilss.bf/info/IMG/pdf/expert_pregec_animation.pdf
http://www.cilss.bf/info/IMG/pdf/expert_pregec_animation.pdf
http://www.cilss.bf/info/IMG/pdf/expert_nutrition.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/res.nsf/db900SID/OCHA-6VRK3J?OpenDocument
mailto:ochavacancies@un.org
http://myun.un.org/Galaxy/Release3/Login/login.asp
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpko/field/
https://jobs.un.org/Galaxy/Release3/Vacancy/print_vacancy.aspx?lang=1200&VACID=25d6a71d-8f8b-4a0a-8c76-e3c25ed55706
mailto:unmis-recruitmentNPO@un.org
mailto:dongjoo@un.org
http://www.csir.co.za/plsql/ptl0002/PTL0002_PGE044_JOB_VACANCY?VACANCY_NO=7436457
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Academic position in human geography, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium 
The Rector of the Université catholique de Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium), invites applications for a 
full-time academic position starting in September 2007. The Department of Geography has an international 
reputation in land-use/land-cover change research, both in Europe and tropical regions. Our research aims 
at better understanding the dynamics of coupled human-environment systems based on quantitative 
methods. Current research themes include : i) land-use change models integrating socio-economic and 
biophysical processes, ii) economic and quantitative geography, urban, peri-urban and transportation 
studies, iii) remote sensing data processing and interpretation, geographic information systems, and spatial 
modelling, iv) land-use change impacts on the physical environment. The applicant is expected to teach 
undergraduate and post graduate courses in regional geography, geographical information science(GIS) and 
spatial modelling. The successful candidate undertakes place-based research on land change. The deadline 
for applications is 15 January 2007. Contact Prof. Bas van Wesemael, Head of Department, 
vanwesemael@geog.ucl.ac.be.  
 
Research Associate in Physical Geography, Leicester, U.K. 
The Department of Geography at Leicester is seeking to appoint a Research Associate in Physical 
Geography to carry out research into the role of fires in Africa in the carbon cycle using remote sensing and 
spatial analysis techniques. The researcher will have the opportunity to collaborate with international experts 
in the field in the European funded project CARBOAFRICA. Applicants must have an excellent record of 
research achievement or demonstrate potential for research excellence. Preference will be given to 
candidates with a background in Remote Sensing, Physical Geography or Environmental Sciences. Informal 
enquiries should be made to Professor Heiko Balzter, hb91@le.ac.uk. Downloadable application form and 
further particulars are available at the link provided. Deadline: 7 December 2006. Ref: R3051. 
 
Two research posts in remote sensing of fires and biomass burning emissions, London, U.K. 
King’s College London wishes to appoint two researchers to work on the remote sensing of fire and 
emissions within the Environmental Monitoring and Modelling Research Group, Department of Geography. 
Post A will work on fire and African carbon dynamics as part of the multi-partner, EC-funded CARBOAFRICA 
project. Post B will develop an operational system for quantification of biomass burning using the global suite 
of geostationary satellites. The post holder joins an established team and data examples. Positions are 
offered for 20-24 months. Informal enquiries can be made to Prof. Martin Wooster, 
martin.wooster@kcl.ac.uk.  Application information can be obtained from strand-recruitment@kcl.ac.uk. 
Quote ref. numbers W1/DAR/154/06 (Post A) and/or W1/DAR/155/06 (Post B). Candidates may apply for 
one or both posts. Deadline: 13 December 2006. 
 
Postdoctoral Fellowships in the Earth, Environmental, and Ocean Sciences, Palisades, NY, USA 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Columbia University invites applications for Postdoctoral fellowships in 
any field of the earth, environmental or ocean sciences. Candidates should have recently completed their 
Ph.D. or should expect to complete their degree requirements by September, 2007. Researchers at the 
Observatory work to understand the dynamics of all the earth's chemical, physical and biological systems, 
from the core to the upper atmosphere, including interactions with humankind. The principal selection criteria 
for Fellows are scientific excellence and a clearly expressed plan to investigate problems at the forefront of 
earth science. Deadline: January 5, 2007. Related Postdoctoral opportunities are available at the Earth 
Institute at Columbia University. 
 
Post-doctoral Fellow, Biophysical Modeller, Washington, DC, USA  
The Environment and Production Technology Division of the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) seeks to recruit a highly-skilled and highly-motivated specialist in biophysical modeling with primary 
emphasis on cropping system simulation modeling; experience with land degradation or land use change 
modeling would also be highly advantageous. This is a two-year, fixed-term, renewable appointment within 
the Environment and Production Technology Division, and the successful candidate will report to the 
research theme leader. This is an internationally-recruited position, based at IFPRI headquarters in 
Washington, DC, which will require some international travel. Deadline: December 30, 2006 or until filled. 
 

http://www.uclouvain.be/38440.html
http://www.uclouvain.be/
mailto:vanwesemael@geog.ucl.ac.be
http://www.le.ac.uk/personnel/jobs/r3051p.html
mailto:hb91@le.ac.uk
http://www.le.ac.uk/personnel/jobs/formar.doc
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/content/1/c6/01/04/20/KCLFireposts.pdf
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/geography/research/emm/
http://dwms.fao.org/temp/carboafrica/index_en.asp
http://dwms.fao.org/temp/carboafrica/index_en.asp
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/geography/people/acad/wooster/research.html
mailto:martin.wooster@kcl.ac.uk
mailto:strand-recruitment@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/postdoc
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/postdoc/
http://careers.ifpri.org/DetailIFPRI.asp?ifpri06-154N
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Post-Doctoral Fellow, Food & Water Safety, Washington, DC, USA 
The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) seeks a Post-Doctoral Fellow to conduct modeling 
of food and water safety problems in the context of developing countries. The successful candidate should 
be able to develop and analyze probabilistic models addressing human health and ecological risk associated 
with policy options. Topics will range from modeling the likelihood of entry and spread of plant and animal 
diseases to modeling the probability of microbial and environmental contaminants on food products produced 
by smallholders in developing countries. The Post Doc fellow will work closely with economists developing 
cost-benefit analyses on the same projects to develop cost-effective analysis of mitigation alternative to aid 
policy makers in developing countries in decision making. This is two-year, fixed term, renewable 
appointment based at IFPRI headquarters located in Washington, D.C. but will involve travel to countries in 
which IFPRI carries out its research. 
 
Administrative Assistant, GEO Secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland 
A new vacancy notice for the GEO Secretariat has been posted on the GEO website. Deadline: December 7, 
2006.    
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romoting Good Governance for People and Environment in Africa  
or the past five years, the World Resources Institute (WRI) has been working with its partners in Africa to 
ddress the disconnect between national policies and citizen interests by conducting research on the 

ncentives and disincentives that exist for Members of Parliament (MPs) in representing the environmental 
nterests of their constituencies. Recently, in Yaoundé, Cameroon, WRI and its partner institutions presented 
esearch findings and recommendations at a meeting of Cameroon’s newly established Parliamentary 
aucus for Environmental Protection [organized by the Network for Environment and Sustainable 
evelopment in Central Africa (NESDA-CA)]; and at the First International Conference of Parliamentarians 

or the Sustainable Management of Forest Ecosystems in Central Africa. Some of the major 
ecommendations that were discussed at these events included the need to: 
 Improve access to information on parliamentary proceedings;  
 Invest in capacity building of legislators on environmental issues and how to fulfill their representation 
oles; 
 Educate citizens on their role, the role of Parliament, and legislators; 
 Institutionalize performance monitoring systems; 
 Establish recorded voting systems 
ost notably, parliamentarians attending the International Conference of Parliamentarians agreed for the 
eed to establish an Environmental Caucus in each country in the Central Africa sub-region.  

trategies for Sustainable Land Management in the East African Highlands
he book reports the results of a large number of careful empirical studies of livelihoods and land 
anagement, showing that different strategies are needed for different contexts in the East African highlands 
nd illustrating promising options for major development domains based on the theory of comparative 
dvantage. 

FPRI releases Global Hunger Index
ccording to the 2006 Global Hunger Index, developed by the International 
ood Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), of the 12 countries with the highest 

evels of hunger, nine were affected by civil wars or violent conflicts. The 10 
ountries that scored lowest are all located in Sub-Saharan Africa, but South 
sia is also a hotspot of undernutrition. The index does not include highly 

ndustrialized countries, as well some developing countries where data are 
ot available. While many of the lowest ranked countries are in Africa, there 

s a great deal of variation on the continent. 

frica: Atlas of Our Changing Environment 
NEP in partnership with United States Geological Survey (USGS) and other partners has begun work on 

Africa: Atlas of Our Changing Environment,” to be released during the June 2008 meeting of the African 

http://careers.ifpri.org/DetailIFPRI.asp?ifpri06-158N
http://www.earthobservations.org/docs/jobs/VN1671E.pdf
http://www.wri.org/governance/topic_content.cfm?cid=4179
http://www.ifpri.org/pubs/books/oc53.asp
http://www.ifpri.org/media/20061013GHI.asp
http://www.ifpri.org/pubs/ib/ib47.pdf
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Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN).  One of the primary components of this atlas will be 
site specific change studies based on visual presentation of current and historical remote sensing imagery.  
“Before and after” satellite images will be used to show areas of environmental change such as forest 
conversion, urban growth, etc. There are several ways you can assist; you can provide information on 
existing and ongoing studies of environmental change based on remote sensing imagery.  Or if you have 
knowledge of a site where dramatic environmental changes are taking place and have ground photos or can 
write a narrative account of this change, this also would be a great help. Finally, if you simply know the 
location of a site where rapid environmental change is taking place and can provide UNEP with the location 
information; this would also be very welcome. UNEP and its partners will give full acknowledgment to all 
contributors. In addition to the print version of the Atlas, the visual material will be integrated into Google 
Earth. You can view examples from the altases that already have been published. If you have suggestions, 
contact: Tejaswi Giri (Mrs.), UNEP/GRID, USGS/EROS, tgiri@usgs.gov. 
 
 
 
 

Items newly added to this 
listing of events since the 
last SDI-Africa issue are  
Conferences, Events
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Date Location Event 
30 November – 1 
December 
 

Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe 

UNIGIS Conference 2006 - GIS opening up the wonders of the 
world Contact: Margaret Brittain, margaret@nmmu.ac.za.  
 

30 November – 2 
December 

Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

Nile Development Forum  Deadline for papers: October 15, 
2006. 

December 2006   
4-6 December 
 

Paris, France Man and River Systems II : Interactions among Rivers, their 
Watershed and the Sociosystem

4-8 December Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

8th International Conference on GIS for Developing Countries
Conference Themes: Poverty Alleviation, Food Insecurity, and 
Population Vulnerability. Abstract deadline: June 30, 2006. 
Contact: gisdeco@itc.nl.  

5-7 December 
 

Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa 

African Science Communication Conference -  focusing on the 
public communication of science and technology and establishing 
collaborative networks on the African continent engaging 
academies, universities, public and private research centres and 
industry, the media, the education field and professional 
practitioners. Abstract deadline: 21 August 2006. Contact: 
taskeen@inkanyezi.co.za.  

7-9 December 
 

Agadir, 
Morocco 

9th Maghrebian Conference on Information Technologies Call 
fo papers. Deadline for papers: June 4, 2006. Contact: Pr. Driss 
Mammass, massass@univ-ibnzohr.ac.ma.  

9-11 December 
 

Cairo, Egypt 3rd Arab Water Regional Conference Research Advancement 
in Managing Limited Water Resources Organized by Egyptian 
National Water Research Center and Arab Water Council. 
Deadline for abstracts: 30 June 2006. Contact: 
arabwater2006@nwrc-egypt.org.  

11-14 December 
 

San Diego, CA, 
USA 

OGC Technical and Planning Committee Meetings
http://www.opengeospatial.org/node/616  

11-15 December 
 

Arusha, 
Tanzania 

International Workshop on Climate and Land Degradation 
(flyer) Organized by the World Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO) and the UNCCD Secreteriat. Contact: 
msivakumar@wmo.int.  

19-20 December Cairo, Egypt Council of Arab Ministers' Responsible for the Environment
19-21 December 
 

Irbid, Jordan International Arab Conference on Information Technology 
ACIT'2006 Papers due: June 29, 2006. Contact: Suleiman H. 
Mustafa, ACIT’2006 Program Chair, Yarmouk University, 
smustafa@yu.edu.jo, it_fac@yu.edu.jo.   

January 2007   

marked  ***    NNNEEEWWW  *** 

http://www.na.unep.net/
mailto:tgiri@usgs.gov
http://tutor.nmmu.ac.za/unigis/Unigis2006/index.html
http://tutor.nmmu.ac.za/unigis/Unigis2006/index.html
mailto:margaret@nmmu.ac.za
http://www.nilebasin.org/NDForum2006.htm
http://www.sisyphe.upmc.fr/internet/piren/mr2/mr2_frame.html
http://www.sisyphe.upmc.fr/internet/piren/mr2/mr2_frame.html
http://www.itc.nl/gisdeco/gd06announcement.htm
mailto:gisdeco@itc.nl
http://www.fest.org.za/ascc/
mailto:taskeen@inkanyezi.co.za
http://www.univ-ibnzohr.ac.ma/mcseai/
http://www.univ-ibnzohr.ac.ma/mcseai/MCSEAI.pdf
http://www.univ-ibnzohr.ac.ma/mcseai/MCSEAI.pdf
mailto:massass@univ-ibnzohr.ac.ma
http://www.nwrc-egypt.org/arabwater2006/
http://www.nwrc-egypt.org/arabwater2006/
mailto:arabwater2006@nwrc-egypt.org
http://www.opengeospatial.org/event/0612tc
http://www.opengeospatial.org/node/616
mailto:msivakumar@wmo.int
http://www.arableagueonline.org/
http://www.acit2k.org/call.html
http://www.acit2k.org/call.html
mailto:smustafa@yu.edu.jo
mailto:it_fac@yu.edu.jo
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January 2007  Rwanda 2007 Africa Symposium on Statistical Development 
7-13 January 
 

Accra, Ghana African Soil Science Society’s 4th International Conference.  
The contribution of African soil science to NEPAD. Abstract 
deadline: July 31, 2006. Contact: Dr R.D. Asiamah, Soil Research 
Institute, soils_intconf@yahoo.co.uk and Marco.Nocita@fao.org.  

11-12 January  
 

Bamako, Mali 12eme Journées Francophones Informatique Médicale - 
Francophone Health Informatics Meeting Deadline for 
submissions: September 15, 2006. Contact: Amadou Koita, 
madukoita@hotmail.com.  

22-25 January  Mpumalanga, 
South Africa 

Combined Crops, Soils and Horticulture Congress 2007 
Organized jointly by South African Society of Crop Production, Soil 
Science Society of South Africa, Southern African Society for 
Horticultural Sciences. Contact: sullivanc@mweb.co.za.  

22-25 January  Hyderabad, 
India 

Map World Forum  Abstract deadline: 15 September 2006. 

February 2007   
5-6 February  
 

Cape Town, 
South Africa 

2nd South African International Workshop on Sensor Web 
Enablement (pdf) Contact: aterhorst@csir.co.za. Deadline for 
extended abstracts: October 31, 2006. 

14-17 February 
2007 

Kasane, 
Botswana 

SADC Land and Water Management Applied Research and 
Training Programme - 2nd Scientific Symposium  Deadline for 
full papers: 30 November 2006. Contact: CNhira@sadc.int or 
Amapiki@sadc.int.  

24-28 February 
2007 

Cairo, Egypt 2nd International Conference and Exhibition on Geo-
Resources in the Middle East and North Africa  Abstract 
deadline: 30 September 2006. Contact: alisadek2001@yahoo.com 

26 February – 2 
March 
 
 

Cotonou, Benin International Conference on Applied Statistics for 
Development in Africa (SADA ’07) / Colloque International de 
Statistique Appliquée pour le Développement en Afrique The 
challenges of statistics for development in Africa. Deadline for 
papers: 31 August 2006. Contact: sada2007@univ-pau.fr.  

27 February – 1 
March 
 

Noordwijk, The 
Netherlands 

2nd Space and Society Conference “Space Options for the 
21st Century”

March 2007   
4-7 March  
 

San Antonio, 
TX, USA 

GITA's Annual Conference 30  Contact: info@gita.org.   

16-18 March  
 

Hammamet, 
Tunisia 

Young Geotechnical African Conference Participation is 
restricted to African people, aged 35 years or less at the date of 
the conference, working in geotechnical and geological 
engineering fields. Contact: ISSMGE, 
samia.boussetta@enit.rnu.tn; fesi.hz@planet.tn. Abstract 
deadline: October 10, 2006. 

21-24 March  
 

Tunis, Tunisia Meda Water International Conference on Sustainable Water 
Management  Abstract deadline: 30 November 2006. 

26-30 March  Zanzibar, 
Tanzania 

28th Session of World Climate Research Program (WCRP) 
Joint Scientific Committee (by invitation) Contact: 
wcrp@wmo.int. 

28-31 March  Athens, Greece FIG Commission 3 Workshop on “Spatial Information 
Management toward Legalizing Informal Urban Development” 
Deadline for submission of full papers: 15 November 2006. 
Contact: Dr C. Potsiou chryssyp@survey.ntua.gr. 

April 2007   
9-11 April  
 

Dubai, UAE Map Middle East 2007  Contact: info@mapmiddleeast.org  
 

mailto:soils_intconf@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Marco.Nocita@fao.org
http://www.somibs.net/
http://www.somibs.net/
mailto:madukoita@hotmail.com
http://sascp.org.za/congress/CongressHome.html
mailto:sullivanc@mweb.co.za
http://www.mapworldforum.org/index.htm
http://www.sensorweb-alliance.org/swnews/Workshop
http://www.sensorweb-alliance.org/swnews/Workshop
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/sep06links/swe_1stcall.pdf
mailto:aterhorst@csir.co.za
http://www.sadc.int/calendar/calendar_details.php?event_id=200
http://www.sadc.int/calendar/calendar_details.php?event_id=200
mailto:CNhira@sadc.int
mailto:Amapiki@sadc.int
http://www.grmena.com.eg/
http://www.grmena.com.eg/
mailto:alisadek2001@yahoo.com
http://lma.univ-pau.fr/meet/sada2007/
http://lma.univ-pau.fr/meet/sada2007/
http://lma.univ-pau.fr/meet/sada2007/
mailto:sada2007@univ-pau.fr
http://www.congrex.nl/06a12/
http://www.congrex.nl/06a12/
http://www.gita.org/events/annual/30/index.html
mailto:info@gita.org
http://www.issmge.org/common/load_ext_file.asp?Source=ext_events&Id=5932
http://www.issmge.org/addon/view.asp?EventID=344&Lang
mailto:samia.boussetta@enit.rnu.tn
mailto:fesi.hz@planet.tn
http://www.zer0-m.org/medawaterconf/
http://www.zer0-m.org/medawaterconf/
http://www.wmo.ch/web/wcrp/
mailto:wcrp@wmo.int
mailto:chryssyp@survey.ntua.gr
http://www.mapmiddleeast.org/
mailto:info@mapmiddleeast.org
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11-13 April  
 

Paris, France Urban Remote Sensing Joint Event 2007  Abstract deadline: 
September 30, 2006.  

18-20 April  
 

Utrecht, the 
Netherlands 

Framing Land Use Dynamics II  Abstract deadline: 1 October 
2006.  

23-26 April  
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Ouarzazate, 
Morocco 

1st IEEE International Conference on Research Challenges in 
Information Science Contact: rcis@farcampus.com.  

23-27 April  
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Montreux, 
Switzerland 

Envisat Symposium - aimed at providing a forum for scientific 
researchers and operational users to address findings related to 
the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security Service 
Element (GSE) as well as the use of Earth Observation (EO) to 
support international environmental conventions.  

May 2007   
7-11 May  
 

Tampa, Florida, 
USA 

ASPRS 2007 Annual Conference - Identifying Geospatial 
Solutions  Abstract final deadline: June 14, 2006. 

8-11 May 
 

Aalborg, 
Denmark 

10th AGILE International Conference on Geographic 
Information Science Deadline for full-papers: November 15, 
2006. Deadline for abstracts: January 18, 2007.  Contact: 
cristina@land.aau.dk.  

8-11 May 
 

Maputo, 
Mozambique 

IST-Africa 2007 Conference & Exhibition - Regional Impact of 
Information Society Technologies in Africa.  Deadline for draft final 
paper and workshop proposals: 30 November 2006. 

12-17 May  
 

Hong Kong, 
China 

FIG XXX General Assembly and Working Week. Deadline for 
abstracts: 30 November 2006. Contact: fig@fig.net.    

15-18 May Montreal, 
Canada 

International Association for Social Science Information 
Services & Technology (IASSIST) 2007 Conference Building 
Global Knowledge Communities with Open Data. Deadline for 
proposed papers/sessions: January 16, 2007. 

20-23 May  
 

New Orleans, 
LA, USA 

URISA GIS in Public Health Conference  Abstract deadline: 
October 20, 2006. 

21-24 May  
 

Nashville, TN, 
USA 

Intergraph 2007   

23-25 May  
 

Toronto, 
Canada 

3rd International Symposium on Geoinformation for Disaster 
Management (Gi4DM2007) /  3e symposium international sur 
la Géoinformation pour la gestion des catastrophes  Abstract 
deadline: December 1, 2006. Contact: Dr. Jonathan Li, 
junli@ryerson.ca. (Call for proposals) 

24-26 May 
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Amsterdam, 
The 
Netherlands 

2007 Amsterdam Conference: Earth System Governance 
Abstract deadline: October 1, 2006.  Contact: ac2007@ivm.vu.nl.  
 

28-30 May  
 

Nairobi, Kenya eLearning Africa 2007 - 'Building Infrastructures and 
Capacities to Reach out to the Whole of Africa' Deadline for 
receipt of all proposals: December 8, 2006. Contact: 
info@elearning-africa.com.  

28-31 May  
 
 

Padova, Italy 5th International Symposium on Mobile Mapping Technology 
Mobile Mapping Summer School, 28 May 2007 and the 5th MMT 
Symposium, 29-31 May 2007. Organized by FIG Commission 5, 
IAG and ISPRS. Contact: naser@geomatics.ucalgary.ca. 

31 May – 1 June  Rome, Italy ISO/TC 211 24th Plenary  
June 2007   
5-8 June  
 

San 
Franscisco, 
CA, USA 

5th International Symposium on Digital Earth  Contact: 
info@isde5.org.   

13-15 June  
 

Enschede, The 
Netherlands 

Spatial Data Quality 2007 - 5th International Symposium  
Abstract deadline: November 15, 2006. Contact: Mrs Saskia 
Tempelman, issdq2007@itc.nl.  

http://tlc.unipv.it/urban-remote-sensing-2007/index.html
http://www.geo.uu.nl/flud2007
http://www.farcampus.com/rcis/
http://www.farcampus.com/rcis/
mailto:rcis@farcampus.com
http://www.esa.int/esaEO/SEMAL68LURE_index_2.html
http://www.asprs.org/tampa2007/
http://www.asprs.org/tampa2007/
http://www.agile2007.dk/
http://www.agile2007.dk/
mailto:cristina@land.aau.dk
http://www.ist-africa.org/Conference2007/default.asp
http://www.fig.net/fig2007/
mailto:fig@fig.net
http://www.edrs.mcgill.ca/IASSIST2007/index.htm
http://www.edrs.mcgill.ca/IASSIST2007/index.htm
http://www.urisa.org/conferences/health/
http://www.intergraph2007.com/
https://www.cig-acsg.ca/cig2007/english/home.htm
https://www.cig-acsg.ca/cig2007/english/home.htm
https://www.cig-acsg.ca/cig2007/french/home.htm
https://www.cig-acsg.ca/cig2007/french/home.htm
mailto:junli@ryerson.ca
http://www.gsdi.org/SDIA/docs2006/oct06links/Gi4DM_FirstCall.pdf
http://www.2007amsterdamconference.org/
mailto:ac2007@ivm.vu.nl
http://www.elearning-africa.com/conference.php
http://www.elearning-africa.com/conference.php
mailto:info@elearning-africa.com
http://www.cirgeo.unipd.it/cirgeo/convegni/mmt2007/index.html
mailto:naser@geomatics.ucalgary.ca
http://www.isotc211.org/
http://www.isde5.org/index.html
mailto:info@isde5.org
http://www.itc.nl/issdq2007
mailto:issdq2007@itc.nl
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13-17 June  
 

Nairobi, Kenya Workshop on Urban Population-Development-Environment 
Dynamics Papers employing innovative methodologies (e.g., 
integration of data through GIS analyses, utilization of remote 
sensing, or integration of survey data) are particularly welcome. 
Organized by the Committee for International Cooperation in 
National Research in Demography (CICRED), in collaboration with 
PERN and CIESIN. Abstract deadline: 13 November 2006. 
Contact: pde0607@cicred.org.  

16-19 June  
 

San Diego, 
California 

7th Annual ESRI Education User Conference 

16-19 June  
 

San Diego, 
California 

5th Annual Survey and GIS Summit 

18-22 June  
 

San Diego, CA, 
USA 

27th ESRI International User Conference  Deadline to submit 
abstracts extended to October 20, 2006. 

19-20 June  San Jose, CA, 
USA 

Where 2.0 Conference

26-29 June  
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Vienna, Austria 7th Global Forum on Reinventing Government (hosted by the 
United Nations). Contact: 7thglobalforum@un.org.  

July 2007   
1-5 July  
 

Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa 

21st Annual Meeting of the Society for Conservation Biology 
Hosted by the Terrestrial Ecology Research Unit (TERU) of the 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. Contact Margot Collett, 
Project Manager SCB2007, 2007@conbio.org. Proposals for 
symposia, workshops and organised discussions are welcomed. 
All proposals must be submitted by 16 October 2006. 

8-12 July  
 

Wageningen, 
The 
Netherlands 

7th World Congress of the International Association for 
Landscape Ecology (IALE) Theme: 25 years Landscape 
Ecology: Scientific Principles in Practice.  Symposium proposals 
due March 1, 2006. Workshop proposals due September 1, 2006. 

15-20 July  Cambridge, UK Cambridge Conference 2007
16-20 July  
 

Nairobi, Kenya 2nd Biennial Knowledge Management (KM) Africa Conference 
2007  Abstract deadline: September 30, 2006. Contact: Michelle 
Pretorious-KM Africa Project Administrator, michellep@dbsa.org.  

18-20 July  
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Leuven, 
Belgium 

4th International Workshop on the Analysis of Multi-Temporal 
Remote Sensing Imagery - MULTITEMP-2007  Deadline for 
extended abstacts: January 31, 2007. Contact: MultiTemp-
2007@biw.kuleuven.be.  

23-27 July  Barcelona, 
Spain 

IEEE/IGARSS 2007 Theme: Sensing and understanding our 
planet.  General abstract deadline: 12 January 2007. Contact: 
igarss07@cimne.upc.es.    

August 2007   
4-10 August  
 

Moscow, 
Russia 

XXIII ICA International Cartographic Conference One of the 
conference topics is Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDI, GSDI and 
SDI Development, Standards). Contact: info@icc2007.com.  

5-8 August  
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Kampala, 
Uganda 

3rd International Conference on Sustainable ICT Capacity in 
Developing Countries  Abstract deadline: 1 January 2007.  

20-23 August  
 

Washington, 
DC, USA 

45th URISA Annual Conference and Exposition  Deadline for 
abstracts: December 22, 2006. 

September 2007   
16-22 September 
(tentative) 

Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso 

AfricaGIS ’07  Theme: Géo-information et lutte contre pauvreté en 
Afrique. Contact: siget-a@fasonet.bf.  

October 2007   
22-26 October  Durban, South 

Africa 
5th Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Association 
(WIOMSA) Scientific Symposium
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mailto:2007@conbio.org
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http://www.iale2007.com/abstracts.htm
http://www.iale2007.com/abstracts.htm
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http://www.urisa.org/
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mailto:siget-a@fasonet.bf
http://www.wiomsa.org/data/content/DOCUMENTS/2006518185839181Fifth Symposium-1st announcement.pdf
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28 October – 2 
November 
***    NNNEEEWWW   *** 

Xi'an, People's 
Republic of 
China 

25th ISO/TC 211 Plenary and Working Group Meetings   

November 2007   
5-9 November 
(provisional) 

Kampala, 
Uganda 

Groundwater & Climate in Africa – an international 
conference Contact: Richard Taylor, University College London, 
r.taylor@geog.ucl.ac.uk.  

December 2007   
25-27 December  
 

Alexandria, 
Egypt 

1st International Conference on Water Resources Monitoring, 
Modeling and Simulation (Ewra 2007)  Contact: 
ewra2007d@ewra.com.    

2008   
3-11 July 2008 
 
 

Beijing, China XXI ISPRS Congress Theme: Silk Road for Information from 
Imagery. Deadline for abstracts: September 30, 2007.  Scientific 
Program Contact: Prof. Chen, congressdirector@isprs2008-
beijing.org. Organizational contact: Mr. Qian, loc@isprs2008-
beijing.org.   

4-8 August 2008 
 

San Diego, CA, 
USA 

28th ESRI International User Conference Deadline to submit 
abstracts extended to November 7, 2006. 

7-11 July 2008 Boston, MA, 
USA 

IEEE/IGARSS 2008   Contact: Dr. John Kereckes, 
kerekes@cis.rit.edu, Dr. Eric Miller, elmiller@ece.neu.edu.  
ieeegrss@adelphia.net.  

12-15 August 2008 
 
 

Tunis, Tunisia 31st International Geographical Congress Theme: 
Collaboratively Building our Territories / Construire ensemble nos 
territoires.  Contact: Professeur Adnane Hayder, 
a.hayder@fshst.rnu.tn; Professeur Ali Toumi, 
alitoumi2003@yahoo.fr. 

2009   
7-11 July 2009 Cape Town, 

South Africa 
IEEE IGARSS'09  Contact: Dr. Harold Annegarn, han@rau.ac.za.  
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o subscribe to SDI-Africa,  please do so online at:  
DISCLAIMER: 

The Editor, GSDI, and Web 
Host will not be held liable for 
any errors, mistakes, misprints

or incorrect information. 

ttp://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp
o unsubscribe, or change your email address, contact: 
ttp://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp#existingsubscriber   
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