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Spatial Data Infrastructure - Africa (SDI-Africa) is a
free, electronic newsletter for people interested in
GIS, remote sensing, and data management in
Africa. Published monthly since May 2002, it raises || To unsubscribe, or change your email address:
awareness and provides useful information to http://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp#exi
strengthen SDI efforts and support synchronization stingsubscriber

of regional activities. ECA/CODIST-Geo,
RCMRD/SERVIR, RECTAS, AARSE, EIS-AFRICA,
SDI-EA, and MadMappers are some of the other
regional groups promoting SDI development.

To subscribe to SDI-Africa, please do so online at:
http://www.gsdi.org/newslist/gsdisubscribe.asp

Please mention SDI-Africa as a source of
information in correspondence you may have
about items in this issue.

The SDI-Africa newsletter is prepared for the GDSI Association by the Regional Centre for
Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD), Nairobi, Kenya. RCMRD builds capacity in
surveying and mapping, remote sensing, geographic information systems, and natural

resources assessment and management. RCMRD has been AFREF Q\\\\

active in SDI in Africa through its contributions to the African s
Geodetic Reference Frame (AFREF) and SERVIR-Africa, a regional ";‘i}:’g
visualization and monitoring system initiative. RCMRD also implements projects
on behalf of its member States and development partners.

’ SERVIR

If you have news or information related to GIS, remote sensing, and spatial data infrastructure that you would
like to highlight (e.g., workshop announcements, publications, reports, websites of interest, etc.), kindly send

theminbythe25thofeachmonth. | 6d be happy to include your news
PLEASE share this newsletter with colleagues who may find the information useful and suggest that
they subscribe themselves. Pz 1
Back issues of the newsletter are at the GSDI website: http://www.gsdi.org/newsletters.asp

Best regards, Gordon Ojwang, Editor, SDI-Africa AT gsdi.org or sdiafrica@rcmrd.org or SD
gojwang@rcrmd.org AN J

Input to this Issue

Thank you to Kate Lance, USRA/SERVIR-Africa (USA); Hussein Farah, Regional Centre for Mapping of
Resources for Development (RCMRD) (Kenya); Prestige Makanga, University of Cape Town (South Africa);
Remy Sietchiping, UN-HABITAT (Kenya); Craig von Hagen, Information Management & Mine Action
Programs (iMMAP) (Kenya); Gavin Fleming, Mintek/FOSS4G 2008 Conference Committee (South Africa);
Shuaib Lwasa, CIP-SSA (Uganda); Mark de Blois, Google (Kenya); Tsehaie Woldai, International Institute for
Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC) (The Netherlands); KNSDI Secretariat (Kenya);
Ssempa Nurudean, Agency for Science and Technology Advancement in Uganda (ASTAU) (Uganda); Jeff
Harrison, The Carbon Project (USA); Dorothy Amwata, OSS (Tunisia); Rebecca Wanjiku (Kenya); Christina
Scott, SciDev (UK); Paolo Paron, Somalia Water & Land Information Management (SWALIM), (Kenya);
Ezekiel Kalipeni, University of lllinois (USA); Leo Zulu, Michigan State University (USA); Luca Casagrande,
OSGeo-Edu (USA); R.M.S. Fernandes, DEOS (Netherlands); A.Z.A. Combrink, HartRAO (South Africa); and
L. Combrinck, HartRAO (South Africa) for their contributions to this issue of the newsletter.

SDI News, Links, Papers, Presentations

11th Global Spatial Data Infrastructure World Conference (GSDI 11) i Call for papers, 15-19 June
2009, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

The organizers invite presentations covering the full range of practice, development and research
experiences that advance the practice and theory of spatial data infrastructure development. Suggested
conference topics and tentative tracks into which the presentations will be organized are:
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1. Experiences in developing local, regional, national, multi-national, and global SDI initiatives, projects and
programs

2. Applications arising from the use of improved spatial data infrastructure including those related to poverty
alleviation; environmental sustainability; e-government; e-commerce; disaster prevention, management and
response; public order and safety; transportation; spatial planning; health; consumer products (e.g.
navigation and gaming); the cadastre and similar topics

3. Geographic Data issues and Metadata issues

4. Clearinghouses/registries/portals

5. Web-based services for discovery, access and processing

6. Standards and Interoperability Issues

7. Legal, Ethics, Policy, and Economic issues

8. Institutional, Administrative, and Management Issues

9. Emerging Participatory, Inclusive and Collaborative Approaches in Developing Content and Infrastructure
(e.g. participatory GIS, geoweb tools, data commons, coolaborative commercial and open source software
production approaches, volunteered geographic information, global geo efforts)

10. Capacity Building and Education, Knowledge Exchange (e.g. among research, development, education
and professional practice communities as well as throughout society)

11. Basic and Applied Research Methods and Research Results

12. Other (authors are invited to submit presentations that fall outside of these topical tracks).

Abstracts should be 250-500 words in length and will be reviewed by the GSDI-11 Conference Program
Committee. Authors are limited to a maximum of two conference paper abstract submissions, whether as
lead or secondary author. See Abstract Submission Process, Format Requirements and Final Paper
Submission Process

Deadline for submission of abstracts: 1 December 2008

Results of abstract reviews returned to authors: 1 February 2009

Deadline for submission of full papers: 1 April 2009

Deadline for full conference registration payment for all presenters: 15 April 2009

GSDI-11 Conference Technical Sessions: 15-19 June 2009

See details of past GSDI Conferences and INSPIRE events

RCMRD has new Director General

Dr. Hussein O. Farah has been appointed as the Director General of the Regional Center
for Mapping of Resources for Development (RCMRD). SDI-Africa congratulates Dr. Farah
on this five-year appointment and wishes him success in this position. Dr. Farah took
over from the outgoing Director General, Dr. Wilber Ottichilo. He has over 20 years of
working experience in surveying, remote sensing, geographic information systems, global
position system, land use mapping and planning, proposal development, monitoring and
evaluation. Since 2005, Dr. Farah was the Director Land Surveys & Management at
RCMRD, and head of the Resource Mapping Department involved in the planning and coordination of
surveying and mapping programmes, and design and implemention of training programmes. Over the
period, he initiated and implemented numerous advisory and consultancy projects at the Centre.

Latest Kenya National Spatial Data Infrastructure
(KNDSI) Newsletter (No.7, August 2008)

SDI-Africa would like to hear from you!
To contact the Editor and post workshop
announcements, publication, report,
website of interest, news or information
related to GIS, remote sensing and

. . spatial data infrastructure, send an email
Kenya National Spatial Data Infrastructure (KNDSI) P to sdiafrica@rcmrd.org or

i Op en Day 0O in Octob er 2008 goiwana@rcrmd.org or SDI-
The main event will be at the Kenya International Conference Africa@gsdi.org
Center (KICC) grounds where Kenya National Spatial Data
Infrastructure (KNDSI) stakeholders will be allocated space to
Exhibit and make presentations. Before then, there will be adverts run in both print and electronic media on

activities of geospatial data creat i on and sharing. The tentative theme f
chall enges t owar ds-open day wonkshad @vas Gald. in Nairolp one28 August 2008, where

Guidelines for Provision of Geospatial Data of Survey of
Kenya (tentative draft)
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members deliberated on the theme and other organization details of the main event. Contact: Muturi C.T.
(0722 896 890 or 020 2378790), KNSDI Secretariat, Survey of Kenya, knsdi_secretariat@yahoo.com.

Kilimanjaro 2008 Expedition

The KILI2008 project scheduled to take place in October 2008 aims at accurately measuring the height of the
Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak of Africa. It is
collaboration between the Surveys and Mapping Department
(SMD) of the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human
Settlements Development, United Republic of Tanzania,
Centre of Geophysics of University of Lisbon, (CGUL),
Portugal, and Regional Center for Mapping of Resources for
Development (RCMRD). The project intends to measure the orthometric helght of Mount Kilimanjaro to an
accuracy of a few centimetres. To achieve such goal, GPS (Global Positioning System) data will be
combined with gravimetric observations. The gravimetric observations will be used to construct the local
geoid with sufficient accuracy. Two teams will be active acquiring both GPS and gravimetric data. The first
group will observe a dense grid (3-5 Km width) of points around Mount Kilimanjaro. Simultaneously,
the second team will carry out GPS and gravimetric observations using two different paths (ascendant and
descendant) to the summit. A third GPS station will be installed permanently in the area in order to provide a
reference for the GPS observations to be carried out. Such station will be connected to the global reference
frame, ITRF2005. In order to accurately define the highest point in Africa, a small stainless steel plate (5-
10cm diameter) will be installed in the Uhuru Peak. This plate will also be the testimony of the expedition.
SMD and RCMRD will provide all local logistic support, whereas CGUL will guarantee the necessary
equipment and expertise.

s Do T s AR

Kenvads budget earmarks funding for | T projects

In a move to spur growth, the government of Kenya made substantial allocations to the ICT sector in the
2008/2009 budget. The sum of US$14.5 million was set aside for a modern BPO (business process
outsourcing) park. The park will provide tax incentives to investors, while offering accessible, reliable and
affordable ICT services. It will also contribute to the government's Vision 2030, meant to boost development
in key sectors, increase overall economic growth and reduce poverty by 2030. The budget also provided
US$4 million for a youth empowerment center to offer entrepreneurial guidance. There was a plan to initiate
a project that will enable youth to venture into software development for local use and exporting. A further
US$4 million will support small and medium enterprises, and US$11 million dedicated to the development of
The East African Marine System (TEAMS), an undersea fiber optic cable linking the country to the rest of the
world. The government has joined members of the private sector to invest in TEAMS, and the project is
expected to be completed by 2009. The fiber optic cable will improve bandwidth quality, reduce
telecommunication costs and position the proposed BPO Park as an ICT regional service hub. To
complement activities on the undersea cable, the government has made progress in implementing a national
fiber optic network, which is connecting all towns and cities in a bid to reduce the digital divide between the
rural and urban areas. Import duty on telecommunication equipment was removed to encourage telecom
companies to invest in modern equipment, enhance expansion, improve network efficiency and reduce the
cost of services. Similarly, the government removed the import duty on computer printers to potentially
increase their usage on the market.

Ri sk management center at Et hi opi ads Bahir Dar Uni ver si

A consortium of researchers from the University of Arizona, including the Bureau of Applied Research in
Anthropology, the Office of Arid Lands Studies and the agricultural and biosystems engineering department
in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
to create a regional center of excellence for disaster risk management and sustainable development. The
center will.l serve eastern Africa, including the
$200,000 grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development started the project in the fall of 2007.
The project team is expecting a deci sion from
Development, a bilateral donor, for supplemental funding of approximately $1.5 million over three years. The
additional funding would expand the work at Bahir Dar, as well as carry out parallel activities with the Institute
for Development Research at Addis Ababa University. The UA consortium will train professors at BDU who
wi || in turn develop master 6s cur r inamicllielihdods, vulremlulity
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analysis, geographic information system mapping, community-based disaster management and public
health. The project also will include a broad range of other activities, such as development of a Web portal
and teleconferencing to facilitate distance learning through BDU, a national conference on disaster risk
management, and faculty exchanges between the two schools. Contact: John V. Magistro, Bureau of Applied
Research in Anthropology, jvm@email.arizona.edu.

Letsemads interactive map of
The Letsema initiative is committed to fostering co-operation,
collaboration and communication between all funders and aid
providers in Lesotho - major international grant-makers,
international or smaller NGOs, local service providers or
government. This service provides timely comprehensive
information about who is doing what, where in Lesotho to
better inform NGO strategic planning, partnerships and
service provision. Letsema hosts an interactive map of
Lesotho showing the locations of organisations, projects,
hospitals, clinics, airfields and secondary schools. Letsema
will continue to update the map as more information becomes ~
available. Your comments and suggestions are welcome. Suggestions already mclude add the Iocat|on of
cattle posts (to track herd boys); the supply of electricity throughout the country; police stations and
agricultural resource centres. See also: Putting Lesotho aid projects on the map.

History and status of Spatial Data Infrastructure implementation in Zimbabwe (2008)

This paper reviews the status of SDI implementation in Zimbabwe, a country that is experiencing high socio-

economic and political uncertainty. It is anticipated that the document will help potential stakeholders that

dondt appreciate the importance of SDI to develop a ne
nation. It is also intended to help get the dormant SDI activity in Zimbabwe back on its feet. A brief

background of SDI and its importance is outlined followed by the history and status of SDI activities in the

country. The document ends by giving possible ways of reviving the ZSDI initiative in the highly volatile and

uncertain Zimbabwean environment.

New X band antenna expands infrastructure at CSIR

The South African CSIR Satellite Applications Centre is currently installing new X band capabilities dedicated
to earth observation data reception at its Hartebeesthoek site. This new X band antenna, delivered in
August, will be operational by November 2008. The specification on the new antenna is such that its
performance will be greater than that of existing equipment on site. It will be able to operate to lower
elevation angles, extending the ‘footprint' in which the CSIR can receive image telemetry data. The antenna
also comes equipped with two new high data-rate demodulators required for the new generation high data-
rate satellites. This infrastructure upgrade will allow the CSIR to extend its offering to customers in terms of
the sensors available for direct download. Given the increased sensor load, the number of antennas used for
direct reception had to be increased to avoid data loss, due to satellite overpass conflicts. The new antenna
will be integrated into the existing South African Earth Observation Strategy infrastructure, forming part of the
data supply chain from satellite to customer.

= Y Clark Labs donates software to RECTAS and trainees

=
. X ! Y iy - .
S Yl .{} Y Clark Labs has recently signed a memorandum of understanding
EE ‘!E-_t__ _:rdf with the Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys
Maating the Challenges of Environmental Dacision Making with GIS ‘RECTAS’ to equip RECTAS training laboratories with the IDRISI

and Land Change Modeler software and provide all trainees with
free software licenses. RECTAS, located in Nigeria, was established in 1972 under the auspices of the UN
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) with a mandate for training, research, consultancy and advisory
services in Geoinformatics. The Centre is a joint African regional project with current participating countries
of Benin, Burkina, Cameroon, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria and Senegal.
RECTAS provides course programs at three levels: Technician, Technologist and Post-graduate. They also
provide short course programs. Trainees are normally career officers currently employed at various levels of
governmental organizations, especially the National Mapping Agencies, in member states of UNECA with the
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majority of them coming from RECTAS' member states. As of December 2007, the Centre had trained about
1300 public servants at various levels, excluding short-term training, from 27 African countries. The centre
also runs a joint MSc programme in Geoinformatics with International Institute for Geo-Information Science
and Earth Observation, (ITC) Enschede, The Netherlands.

RECTAS wi | | become a Resource Center in Clark Labsbd

nt

| RC program was started in 1995 to better addr ess

community. These Centers distribute product information, offer procurement assistance, host training
sessions and user group meetings and represent the Clark Labs at local tradeshows and conferences. In
addition, IRCs may offer specific products and services designed to meet the needs of a local or linguistic
community. In order to maximixe the effective use of the technology, Clark Labs and RECTAS plan to jointly
develop workshops and refresher training for various applications of IDRISI or other Clark Labs technologies.

ECA organizes Consultative Workshop on Land Policy in Central Africa

The Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), in collaboration with the African Union Commission (AUC) and
the African Development Bank (ADB), organized from 6-8 August 2008 in Yaoundé (Cameroon), a
consultative workshop aimed at reaching a consensus on elements that are critical for sound land policies
and institutional reforms in Central Africa's Region. See: A Sound Land policies,
devel opment in Central Africa 0 say p.articipants

CODATA Task Group on Data Sources for Sustainable Development in South African Development
Community Countries

This first meeting of theTG, to map its project activities, was held in conjunction with the 1st African Digital
and Information Curation Conference and Workshop in Pretoria on 12-14 February 2008. The presentations
from this successful meeting are available at at the conference website. Two Task Group members
presented papers at the conference:

at

e
t

r
h

cruc

a

r

e DrAlfonse Dubi-i Oceanographic Data and I nformation I nitiativ
e MrPaulUhlir-al nf or mati on Gul ags, I ntell ectual Straightjacke

In addition, Dr Daisy Selematsela facilitated a workshop session in the Social Science and Humanities with

focus on Athe preservation and sharing of African

CODATA Newsletter No. 96]

GLTN E-discussion on gender and land (flyer), 8 September and 15 October 2008

The Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) is facilitating an e-discussion forum as part of ongoing consultations
on Establishing Evaluation Criteria for Gender-responsive Land Tools. The forum is open to GLTN members,
as well as all concerned stakeholders, but registration is necessary to reply and post new topics. GLTN
values and look forward to your inputs on this key gender event, as a component of the GLTN Gender
Mechanism for developing gendered land tools.

Testing processing methodologies for the computation of AFREF solutions

The Analysis Centers and other components of the International GNSS Service held
an analysis centre workshop 2008 on 2-6 June at Miami Beach, Florida, USA to
discuss the status of current operations and possibilities for future improvements. The
meeting was hosted by the National Geodetic Survey and is the first since the 2006
workshop held at the European Space Operations Centre in Darmstadt, Germany. A presentation (poster)
discussed the approaches used to compute AFREF08. AFREF (African Reference Frame) is an effort
carried out by the international community, in particular by the African countries, to establish a continental
reference system that will serve as the basis of the future national reference networks based on the modern
geodetic spatial techniques, in particular on GNSS (Global Navigation Satellite Systems) fiducial points. This
solution intends to be a test case for the methodologies to be adopted for the computation of the first official
solution for AFREF. AFREFO08 is realized by simultaneously computing the accurate positions of an extended
set of GNSS stations distributed by the entire African continent. The positions are referred to the latest
realization of ITRS (International Terrestrial Reference System), ITRF2005, by aligning the continental
solution into this global frame at a defined epoch (1st May 2008). AFREFOS is fixed to a certain epoch in
order to be the backbone system that will allow every country to realize its national system fully and directly
consistent with the national realizations produced by the neighboring countries. To respect the dynamics due
to the existence of several tectonic blocks, AFREFO0S is fixed to the Nubia plate and the differential motions
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with respect to this block for stations located in different plates have been accurately modeled. This first
solution is being produced by combining two individual solutions produced using two different software
packages. The issues rose during the data acquisition, data processing and solution combination processes
is to be discussed by the involved partners at the AFREF project in order to establish the methodologies for
the computation of the first official AFREF solution.

Participatory GIS (PGIS) Curriculum Development Workshop

On April 21-22, 2008, Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) ho st e d rialumi Cu r
Devel opment Workshopo¢ as part of the project known as i
managi ng, analysing and communication spatial i nformat
different continents (Africa, Asia, Latin America, Northern America and Europe), all sharing a solid

experience in participatory mapping and communication. The aim of the workshop was to kick-start the

process which would lead to the production of a multilingual, multimedia and modular training kit on
OParticipatory Spatial I nf or ma t. The outpi @frthe gnidiative s tinterdedd C o mm
to increase the capacity of indigenous and other marginalised peoples to engage in effective policy dialogue

and advocacy on issues related to the territory. Skills acquired through the deployment of the kit would

ensure that indigenous and other marginalised communities are more effective in documenting, representing

and communicating their spatial knowledge, while taking a high degree of control over the processes. The

English version of the kit is expected to be available in 2009 followed by versions in other languages.

Call for inputs to UNFF online forum on Forests and Climate Change

The UNFF Secretariat is currently hosting a webforum on "Forests and Climate Change". You are invited to
participate in this online discussion and share your experiences, lessons learnt or any other element useful
for a better understanding of this important issue. This online forum is being organized to generate dialogue,
and elicit inputs on one of the themes for discussion at the upcoming 8th session of the United Nations
Forum on Forests, which will take place at UNHQ, New York from 20 April - 1 May 2009.

ISPRS 2008 Beijing Declaration (Ratified on 9 July 2008)

The XXI Congress of the International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing Beijing Declaration
calls on international communities to:

1. Commit adequate investment and active engagement in scientific research and development, education
and training, and capacity and infrastructure building;

2. Promote the sharing of imaging and ranging technology and data for scientific research and peaceful
applications; and

3. Encourage constructive dialogue and close cooperation and collaboration between scientists,
governments, public and private sectors, non-governmental organizations, and international organizations
and institutions.

7th_International Conference of the African Association of Remote Sensing of the Environment
(AARSE), 27-31 October 2008, Accra, Ghana

The theme of the conference, Application of Earth Observation and Geoinformation for Governance in Africa.
Contact: info@cersgis.org.

—cy Call for expressions of interest to host the 7" Conference of AARSE in 2010
% The African Association of Remote Sensing of the Environment (AARSE) is inviting expression
L Sae, of interest from national institutional members and other organizations/agencies in Africa for the
A A RS E hosting/organization of the 8th and 9th Conference of the Association in 2010 and 2012 or
- other future editions of the conference. The conference is usually held in the month of October
(of every even number year).The bidding/declaration of interest should clearly indicate the following points:
« Name of (leading) organization including history of the organization and statement of previous hosting of
international conference(s)of similar magnitude;
« Names of supporting organizations in the country supported by letters of intent from such organizations;
« Indication of venue (city) of the conference;
« Indication of the strength of AARSE membership as well as geo-information activities in the country;
e Other useful information.
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It should be noted however that AARSE does not provide funds for the hosting organization, but the
Association can and will solicit for funding on behalf of the organization towards a successful hosting of the
conference. Declaration of interest should be sent to: Dr. Jide Kufoniyi, RECTAS, kufoniyi@rectas.org, and
Dr. Tsehaie Woldai, ITC, woldai@itc.nl.

Tech4Africa i_web and emerging technology conference for Africa, 3-4 October 2008, Johannesburg,
South Africa. The focus is on interaction, discussion and sharing with attendees the future of the Web and
emerging technology in Africa, and the role Africans can and are playing globally.

1st Uganda Conference for Science Communication 2008, 23-26 November 2008, Kampala, Uganda
The Uganda Science Journalists Association is holding the first ever Science Communication Conference in
Uganda. It will bring together scientists, policy makers, educators, researchers, journalists and other
stakeholders across the globe.

ESRI West Africa Users Conference, 27-31 October 2008, Accra, Ghana

Since 2005, Sambus Company Limited (ESRI Distributor for West Africa) has been hosting the ESRI West
Africa Users Conference. In 2008, Sambus is meeting with users in conjunction with the AARSE conference
in Accra Ghana. There will be user presentations, access to ESRI experts, and a wide range of session
topics geared to meet the needs of all attendees, regardless of GIS experience. Users will also discuss
industry trends, the direction of ESRI, and the vision for the future of GIS. Product managers will follow with
updates on current and planned ArcGIS solutions, live demonstrations of new tools, and a look at things to
come. Contact: Amerley Ampofo, aamerley@sambus.com.

3rd ESRI Eastern Africa User Conference, 23-24 October 2008, Nairobi, Kenya

After last year's successful User Conference in Kampala in 2007, preparations are under way for the 3rd
ESRI Eastern Africa User Conference, once again to be held in Nairobi at the Safari Park Hotel. The large
size of the conference venue and the beauty of its surroundings are expected to attract a record crowd of
ESRI software users sharing their GIS solutions and experiences, while interacting with staff and associates
of ESRI Eastern Africa, the regional ESRI distributor. Participants are expected from ESRI software users in
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Djibouti and Eritrea and the wider region. Other
participants will be drawn from ESRI EA and its channel partners throughout the region. International and

|l ocal exhibitors wild.l showcase solutions which compl et

events@esriea.co.ke.

GIS Day 2008, November 19, 2008

GIS Day provides an international forum for users of geographic information systems (GIS)
technology to demonstrate real-world applications that are making a difference in our society.
More than 80 countries will participate in holding local events such as corporate open
houses, hands-on workshops, community expos, school assemblies, and more. You can now
register your events for 2008. GIS Day materials to help you put on a successful event are
available for download on the materials page. To see what types of events are being held in your area in
2008, find an event near you.
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Website of AfricaGIS 2009 conference (1* announcement), 26-29 October 2009, Kampala, Uganda

The AfricaGIS 2009 organizing committee announced the official website of this premier, continental
conference. The website is still at the initial stage of construction, and detailed information will be provided in
the due course. The conference theme is: Geo-spatial information and sustainable development in Africa:
Facing challenges of global change. Broad sub-themes include:

A Geospatial information for climate change, vulnerabi
A Spatial Data I nfrastr uctpdicyenteifane Af ri ca; enhancing sci

A G patiad information Science for communication and Education

A Geospatial information for integrated environment
development

Cross-cutting issues; poverty, rural development, urbanization, gender, health, land question, displacement

and refugees, water and energy. Contact: info@africagis2009.org. Abstract deadline: 30 April 2009.
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Practical SDI implementation materials from within and outside of Africa

ISO 19115 metadata editor review published

The I1SO 19115 Metadata Editor review, lead by the US Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC)
Metadata Working Group now is available online. The review was limited to ISO 19115 based metadata
editors and does not include applications limited to metadata standards other than ISO 19115 or metadata
validation, distribution or other non-editor metadata operations. FGDC will provide regular updates to the
compiled results as additional editors and features, including support for the 1SO 19115 North American
Profile (NAP), emerge. Only those ISO Metadata Editors for which the developers provided 'Feature Review'
information are included. Developers interested in including information about additional editors or users
interested in participating in the 'User Review' of current or additional editors can contact the FGDC at
www.fgdc.gov/contact-info. At this time, two additional editors, CATMDE(dit and terraCatalog, are undergoing
review and will be added when complete. [Source: GSDI Technical Working Group List]

Creating and maintaining a GIS portal: management considerations (ESRI White Paper, July 2008)

The principal purpose of this document is to describe the level and breadth of management commitment
required to install and maintain a Web-based GIS Portal Toolkit (GPT) portal for the discovery and exchange
of geospatial information. While the document identifies the management considerations and dedication of
resources essential to the successful installation and ongoing operation of a geospatial information portal
developed with ESRI's GIS Portal Toolkit software in particular, findings are also applicable at a generic level
to the installation and ongoing operation of any geospatial information portal.

FGDC endorses National Vegetation Classification Standard (Version 2)

The purpose of the NVCS (Version 2.0) is to support the development and use of a consistent national
vegetation classification (NVC) to produce uniform statistics about vegetation resources across the nation,
based on data gathered at local, regional, or national levels. The NVC consists of a hierarchical list of
vegetation types and their descriptions. It is expected to change rapidly for several years, as the backlog of
provisional types and pilot examples are reviewed. In addition, new vegetation types will be defined, and
previously defined types will be refined as data continue to be collected, analyzed, and correlated over time.
Managing the NVC dynamically will allow its development to proceed efficiently. Consistent mapping of
vegetation types requires that the NVC be completed first because classification defines the entities to be
mapped. The NVCS (Version 2.0) establishes minimum metadata requirements to ensure consistent
reporting on the status of the Nation's vegetation resources. It includes standards for data collection, data
analysis, data presentation, and quality control and assurance through peer review.

GIS Tools, Software, Data

FAQ, IIASA and partners release a new Harmonized World Soil database
‘F- @ Soil information, from global to local scale, has often been the one missing biophysical
i information layer, which absence added to the uncertainties of predicting potentials and
constraints for food and fibre production. The lack of reliable and harmonized soil data
L3RI ﬂ JRC has hampered considerably land degradation assessments, environmental impact
sepeeancommiss - studies and adapted sustainable land management interventions. Recognizing the
urgent need for improved soil information worldwide particularly in the context of the
Climate Change Convention and the Kyoto Protocol for soil carbon measurements and the immediate
requirement for the FAO/IIASA Global Agro-ecological Assessment study (GAEZ 2008), the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis (IIASA) took the initiative of combining the recently collected vast volumes of regional and national
updates of soil
information with the information already contained within the 1:5,000,000 scale FAO-UNESCO Digital Soil
Map of the World, into a new comprehensive Harmonized World Soil Database (HWSD).
The completion of this comprehensive harmonized soil information will improve estimation of current and
future land potential productivity, help identify land and water limitations, and enhance assessing risks of
land degradation, particularly soil erosion. The HWSD contributes sound scientific knowledge for planning
sustainable expansion of agricultural production and for guiding policies to address emerging land
competition issues concerning food, energy and biodiversity. This is of critical importance for rational natural
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resource management and making progress towards achieving food security and sustainable agricultural
development, especially with regard to the threats of global climate change and the need for adaptation and
mitigation.

This digitized and online accessible soil information system will allow policy makers, planners and experts to
overcome some of the shortfalls of data availability to address today's pressing challenges of food production
and food security and plan for new challenges of climate change, accelerated natural resources degradation,
and land competition concerning food, energy and biodiversity The HWSD database is available from FAO
on DVD or can be downloaded from the FAO/IIASA website.

AfriGIS freely available interactive maps for integration into websites
@ AfriGIS, a location based services company, has made their dynamic, interactive maps
AT RTelsl freely available to companies and individual s
into their HTML websites. People simply have to visit: maps.afrigis.co.za and register for

free. They wil/l then receive a key to Afri Gl S8 map sel
website. AfOnce this has been ractivemrmap. Ahybne visitieglihe ivebgte wili s pl ay s
be able to use the map to find the route from one point to another. Additional functionality includes being able
to zoom in and out, specifying the coordinates and scale of where the map should open on the website and
adding points to the map. Additional points of interests which could be added to the map could include the
companybds |l ocation on the map, shopping malls in the ar
more. The maps could also be used to find directions to any other location by specifying the starting and
finishing points, opening up the maps for general use. The maps work across all major browsers including
Internet Explorer 6 and 7, FireFox, Opera and Safari. AfriGIS has built up a comprehensive database of
maps, which are constantly being improved. By just following the five easy steps, you can add a map (with
all the functionality demonstrated by the sample map) to your site. Note: The API only works if hosted in a
page on a webserver (i.e http://localhost/maptest/sample.htm)
. Step 1: Get a Key
. Step 2: Include the API into your HTML page
. Step 3: Create div tags to hold the map
. Step 4: Add JavaScript with a global map object and initAGMap() function
. Step 5: Register the initAGMap() function with the body's onload event

Free updates will be made available quarterly. Rademe
mobile GPS devices into the market and map services from the likes of Google, Microsoft and Yahoo have
resulted in a significant increase in interest in the b

New FOSS GIS live-DVD available
[I“]"mfﬂll Ominiverdi developers group has released their Linux Live CD for Free and Open Source
. . GIS applications. Their effort aims to offer a set of customized distributions available for
_ ’n“n “'rn‘ , different goals from testing to educational purposes. They expect to offer a regular and

continuous update of each distribution. The DVD is a Xubuntu system containing recent

versions of: GRASS, QGIS, PostgreSQL+PostGIS, GDAL, R, Openoffice, etc. It also
contains the new North Carolina GRASS demo data set, next to the old Spearfish data set. On the DVD,
there is also a special win/ folder with the following windows installers: FWTools221.exe, QGIS-0.11.0-1-
Setup.exe, WIinGRASS-6.3.0-4-Setup.exe, gvSIG-1_1 1-windows-i586-withjre.exe, msdw-2.2.8-setup.exe.
One can boot any PC on this DVD and have a full GIS suite available instantly, for free. For any questions
contact: info@ominiverdi.com. [Source: OSGeo Africa List]

Free evaluation download of SDI Extension for ArcGIS P Te
CarbonArc PRO 1.6 is an extensive SDI extension to ESRI ArcGIS T
9.2. With this product you will be able to read any OGC service,

explore catalogs, perform sophisticated filtering on WFS layers, edit e
features on a WFS-Transactional and much more. This download is e

for a 30 day evaluation purposes. See also: SDI 1.0: GEOINT Z
Revolution. -

Sedos oo
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Microsoft Virtual Earth to be offered with ESRI's ArcGIS online services

ESRI announced that ArcGIS users will have access to the robust mapping and imagery content provided by
the Microsoft Virtual Earth platform inside its forthcoming release of ArcGIS 9.3 Desktop. ArcGIS users will
be able to easily add base maps, which feature rich aerial and hybrid views, to perform data creation, editing,
analysis, authoring, and map publishing with one-click access. The new release means that ArcGIS desktop
users, and ArcGIS Explorer users, can now apply sophisticated mapping to a variety of projects, such as
land planning, site selection, crime analysis, road network analysis, and delivery network management.

Free evaluation download of SDI 1.0 extension for ArcGIS

CarbonArc PRO 1.6 is an extensive SDI extension to ESRI ArcGIS 9.2. With this product you will be able to
read any OGC service, explore catalogs, perform sophisticated filtering on WFS layers, edit features on a
WFS-Transactional and much more. This download is for a 30 day evaluation purposes. See also SDI 1.0:
GEOINT Revolution.

OGC(R) adopts CityGML encoding standard

The members of the Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc. (OGC) have adopted version 1.0.0 of the OpenGIS®
CityGML Encoding Standard (http://www.opengeospatial.org/standards/cityaml and www.citygmlwiki.org) as
an official OGC Standard. CityGML is an open data model framework and XML-based encoding standard for
the storage and exchange of virtual 3D urban models. CityGML is an application schema of the OpenGIS
Geography Markup Language 3 (GML3) Encoding Standard, an international standard for spatial data
exchange and encoding approved by the OGC and ISO. The CityGML will play an important role in the
creation of Virtual Cities to improve interoperability among the information systems used in many domains of
activity that involve design, construction, ownership and operation of infrastructure. Activities that would
benefit from the ability to share urban models using CityGML include city planning, architectural design,
environmental simulation, disaster management, facilities management, vehicle and pedestrian navigation
and others. Contact: Sam Bacharach sbacharach@opengeospatial.org.

Google announces Android Developer Challenge winners

The final phase of Android Developer Challenge | now is complete. Out of 50 teams of finalists, 10 teams
received a $275,000 award each and 10 teams received a $100,000 award each. Quite a few of the winners
and finalists proposed ideas to location-based technologies. For example:

$275,000 Award Recipients

e cab4dme: Ever been looking for a cab? cab4me is the answer. Anywhere. Anytime.

$100,000 Award Recipients

e PebbleBox - A location-based information exchange and sharing application, allowing people to collect
and distribute various geo-related information through mobile phones.

e Pocket Journey: Pocket Journey turns your mobile phone into a personal tour guide by connecting you to
location-specific multimedia created by a community of professional tour guides and storytellers worldwide.
Finalists

e Em-Radar - Em-Radar keeps you informed of severe weather and emergencies near your location. Its
Em-Beacon feature helps you stay connected to your family and friends in an emergency.

o FreeFamilyWatch.com: Free location-based services helping family to navigate safety risks in daily living
through real-time and risk-preventing measures against crimes, environmental health hazards and
distressing emergencies.

e i Map Mobil eE: i Map MobiapeEWebautihl edrsE ommu IWD Tmesd iiaM weat her
radar images, lightning strikes, conditions and forecasts at your location and locations you choose.

e The Weather Channel for Android: The Weather Channel for Android is a fully customizable weather
application catering to both weekend planners and serious weather enthusiasts alike.

Geospatial Research, Applications, Reference Material

Using GIS to model and forecast HIV/AIDS rates in Africa, 1986-2010

The article draws on the power of geographic information systems (GIS) to examine the progression of

HIV/AIDS in Africa for the period from 1986 to 2003. In the article, GIS for two purposes: (1) to transform and

interpolate a set of annual point-based HIV/AIDS rates into area d at a; and (2) to extract
HIV/AIDS prevalence rates from the interpolated area (country) level maps. Once the rates are extracted
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from the GIS analysis, its then modeled and forecast into the near future (i.e., 2004-2010) by using the
UNAIDS Estimation and Projection Package (EPP) software. The article offers an alternative grounded in
geospatial analysis for yielding estimates of HIV/AIDS rates in Africa. Using incomplete sets of data for the
period from 1986 to 2003, the mean HIV/AIDS rates are generated from spatially interpolated data and future
trends estimated. The results indicate that the HIV/AIDS epidemic for many countries in Africa has reached
the saturation or maturity level as evidenced by the typical S-shaped curves in the trends over time. As a
matter of fact, some countries have begun to experience a sustained decline in the rates (e.g., Uganda,
Burundi, Rwanda, and Zimbabwe). [Source: The Professional Geographer 10(1) (2008)]

Spatial prediction of Plasmodium falciparum prevalence
in Somalia

Data from a national malaria cluster sample survey in 2005
and routine cluster surveys in 2007 were assembled for
Somalia. Rapid diagnostic tests were used to examine the

g Y
; P . 1"' _c <Y ' 7 presence of Plasmodium falciparum parasites in finger-prick
g e ™™ blood samples obtained from individuals across all age-
- ' - groups. Bayesian geostatistical models, with environmental

and survey covariates, were used to predict continuous maps of malaria prevalence across Somalia and to
define the uncertainty associated with the predictions. The maps showed that malaria transmission in
Somalia varied from hypo- to meso-endemic. However, even after including the selected covariates in the
model, there still remained a considerable amount of unexplained spatial variation in parasite prevalence,
indicating effects of other factors not captured in the study. Nonetheless the maps presented here provide
the best contemporary information on malaria prevalence in Somalia. [Source: Malaria Journal 7:159 (2008)]

DEPHA Disater Desk: Cattle rustling in Marsabit and Flash floods at the Tana delta
The purpose of this section of the DEPHA website is to provide background or context for important events
within the reglon that prompt humanitarian/development response and consequently mapping products.
Flooding in Tana Delta
The Nothern stretch of the Kenya coast received heavy rains in the previous
weeks that led to floods. Tana River district was the one affected most, due to
.| its landscape. Flooding at the Tana Delta left over 1440 families displaced, over
4 3,800 acres of farmland submerged and many schools closed down. There are
~ & | fears of disease outbreaks due to collapsed latrines and malaria due to stagnant
water. Also affected is the transport system, as a number of bridges were
L & N\ ‘ washed away, including the major bridge that links
— Garsen town to Hola Town. - 0
Cattle rustling, Marsabit district R
Two people have been Kkilled in the recent incidents of cattle rustling in Marsabit
and Turkana. In Marsabit, two communities (the Rendile and the Borana) are

fighting on what is believed to be a war over water and pasture. Almost 200 ; ‘.."'.-_,-‘
heards of cattle are believed to have been stolen from the Borana community Xglg ok
around Karare town, and driven towards Hula hula, on the south west of Marsabit £— < o

town. There is high tension with transportation affected from the roadblock -
mounted at Hula hula, almost 16 km from Marsabit, along the Marsabit-Moyale
road.

Community access to available water supply in Rwanda

The University of Redlands Environmental Studies and MS GIS Programs i in partnership with the
Millennium Villages Project (MVP) and the Centre for Geographic Information Systems at the National
University of Rwanda (CGIS NUR) i are using GIS and GPS technologies to compile a database and study
characteristics associated with community access to available water supply in the Mayange sector of
Rwanda. The project team digitized water access point locations and explored spatial dimensions of land
use characteristics associated with water quality and quantity, with plans to model data and support more
effective diagnoses of problems with existing public water sources. Water access points were located using
GPS, and water usage characteristics were surveyed via personal interview at each site. Collected field data
was added to a regional database composed of environmental and governmental GIS data layers provided
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by MVP and CGIS NUR. Geographic characteristics associated with good water sources are used to
determine suitability as a water access point. A spatial model outputting information regarding access to
good quality water will be developed using collected and previously available spatial data. Anticipated model
results will be output as a statistical surface revealing relative suitability of all locations in terms of potential
for water access throughout the region. The model will allow the team to better diagnose problems at lower
quality sites and to identify new areas that may prove to be suitable locations for water source improvement
projects. Additional GIS services were provided to MVP while in the field, extending the original project
objectives to include boundary mapping as well as a more complete spatial data inventory than was
previously available. Furthermore, collaborative relationships between MVP and CGIS NUR were initiated
as a byproduct of project team efforts, establishing additional goals to provide GIS software and training to
MVP staff. See also: Software maps Rwandan health.

NASA data show some African drought linked to warmer Indian Ocean
A new study has identified a link between a warming Indian Ocean and less
rainfall in eastern and southern Africa. Computer models and observations
show a decline in rainfall, with implications for the region's food security.
Rainfall in eastern Africa during the rainy season, which runs from March
through May, has declined about 15 percent since the 1980s, according to
records from ground stations and satellites. Statistical analyses show that this
decline is due to irregularities in the transport of moisture between the ocean
and land, brought about by rising Indian Ocean temperatures. Historical
seasonal rainfall data over the Indian Ocean and the eastern seaboard of Africa from 1950 to 2005 was
analyzed. The NASA Global Precipitation Climatology Project's rainfall dataset provided a series of data
covering both the land and the oceans. Researchers found that declines in rainfall in Ethiopia, Kenya,
Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi and Zimbabwe were linked to increases in rainfall over the ocean.

Critical time for African rainforests

This article talks about the threats to the forests of the Congo Basin and how scientists are assessing these
threats to reduce the pressures on the forests. [Source: Science 320(5882): 1439-1441 (13 June 2008), not
an open access journal]

Accelerated human population growth at protected area edges
Protected areas (PAs) have long been criticized as creations of and
for an elite few, where associated costs, but few benefits, are borne
by marginalized rural communities. Contrary to predictions of this
argument, we found that average human population growth rates on
the borders of 306 PAs in 45 countries in Africa and Latin America
were nearly double average rural growth, suggesting that PAs attract,
rather than repel, human settlement. Higher population growth on PA
edges is evident across ecoregions, countries, and continents and is
correlated positively with international donor investment in national
conservation programs and an index of park-related funding. These
findings provide insight on the value of PAs for local people, but also
highlight a looming threat to PA effectiveness and biodiversity
conservation. [Source: Science 321(5885): 123-126 (4 July 2008),
abstract only, not an open access journal]

Call for papers: Remote Sensing for Africa, Special Issue

The International Journal of Applied Earth Observation and Geoinformation invites authors to submit
scientific papers for a Special Issue, focusing on Remote Sensing in Africa and under African circumstances.
Submission deadline: 20 October 2008. The motivation for this initiative is manifold. First, we have realized
that the number of contributions from African authors and focusing on African problems is underrepresented
in the journal and in scientific journals in general. Second, more and more satellite attention is focusing on
Africa, with its special and specific questions, its own set of conditions, and its particular type of problems.
Third, it is a primary aim of the journal to focus on developing countries, and for this particular reason we like
to focus on remote sensing for Africa, in the widest possible sense. This means that the editors would like to
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receive papers from all important applications fields and fields of methodology throughout African problems.
One may think for example on biodiversity, water scarcity, global change, deforestation, oil spills, urban
sprawl, road development and agricultural problems. Various issues of scale and resolution could be
addressed, and the focus may range from a practical application to decision support. It is important to have
contributions also from satellites that are specifically designed for studies in African circumstances. Finally,
we like to receive manuscripts from as many different countries and institutes as possible, from Morocco to
South Africa, and from Somalia to Senegal. As this is a special issue of an exploratory nature, the editors
aim to restrict the size of the manuscripts to 3000 words, 3 figures and 2 tables maximum. As guest editors.
Dr. Tsehaie Woldai (ITC, Enschede, The Netherlands, Managing Guest Editor) and Dr. Harold Annegarn
(Johannesburg, South Africa, Guest Editor) will serve. Authors: please be sure to select Special Issue:
Remote Sensing for Africa when you reach the "Article Type" step in the submission process.

Call for papers: Special publication of the International Journal of Remote Sensing (IJRS)
Researchers are invited to submit their research findings (Reviews, Research Papers, and Short
Communications) for peer review and eventual publication in a special issue dedicated to remote sensing
topics discussed at the workshop: Potentialities and limitations in the use of remote sensing for detecting and
monitoring environmental change in the Horn of Africa. This workshop was organized by FAO-SWALIM on
12-13 June 2007 in Nairobi. For a copy of the workshop proceedings and papers presented contact FAO-
SWALIM. This special issue publication will present articles on the applications of remote sensing in
environmental studies in the Horn of Africa (Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia,
Kenya, and Tanzania) and would include such topics as environmental resource inventorying, change
assessment and process modeling, theories and principles of remote sensing of environment and
environmental processes. See timelineanddet ai | ed aut hordés guidelines o
Submission of articles is online. This is an opportunity to showcase the activities of your organization and
share research outputs with others through this special publication. For details contact:
pparon@faoswalim.org or comuto@faoswalim.org. Deadline for submission: 9 January 2009.

Call for Papers: 1989-2009 Implementation of the Montreal Protocol & Remote Sensing

To celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the implementation of the Montreal Protocol, the International
Journal of Remote Sensing (IJRS) will publish a special Issue covering all topics of ozone research provided
that the remote sensing techniques, applications and data are included. After special arrangement between
I03C and the Editors and Publishers, submitted papers (no length limit) will follow peer review and must be
submitted by the deadline of 30 September 2008 via the International Journal of Remote Sensing Manuscript
Central site. See full description of the Journal's style (including referencing). Contact: Prof. Costas Varotsos.

Training Opportunities

Have you signed up to receive SDI-Africa Newsletter notices? It only takes a minute, and then the GSDI
Association can notify you when a new issue of the SDI-Africa newsletter is available, plus alert you to
particular GSDI announcements (like a call for GSDI grants, or a call for papers for a GSDI conference).

The GSDI Association also hosts an SDI-Africa E-mail Discussion List with intermittent news and
announcements of opportunities (this discussion list is separate from the SDI-Africa Newsletter list).

« The SDI-Africa E-mail Discussion List is open and available to anyone to read on the web. To submit
messages or to receive submitted comments or notices by e-mail, one first must register.

e To see the collection of prior postings to the list, visit the SDI-Africa E-mail Discussion List Archives.

o To post a message to the list, send an email to sdi-africa@lists.gsdi.org.

S The organizers of the 2008 Free and Open Source Software for

w” (*70sGeo  Geospatial (FOSS4G) Conference, September 29 - October 3,
FOSS4G Y008 "

workshop site to view the topics, presenters and time slots.

Instructions for participation are on the website. If you have already registered and paid, you will receive

FOSS4G Workshops & OpenStreetMap mapping party
2 Cape Town, South Africa, have finalzied the workshop
‘@IS S A programme. Register now to secure your place. Visit the
preference. If not, then first register for the conference, and choose your workshops during the registration
process through e-mail correspondence with the conference organisers.
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OpenStreetMap mapping party: | f youbre in Cape Town on Sunday 28th
conference by walking the streets of gesgneinputown with a G
The organizers hope to see you in Cape Town in September. For up-to-date information, registration and

program details, please visit the conference website.

Open Mapping Africa 2008: a series of workshops in Fall 2008

OpenStreetMap is in the planning stages for a series of multi-day workshops throughout
Africa, around FOSS4G. If you have any suggestions or ideas, feel free to suggest them,
either at the wiki or get in touch directly with the organizers. The workshops will be held in
several African universities and organizations. Researchers, students, and members of
the community are invited to participate, learn, and take stewardship of their city. The
workshops will be very practical, hands-on days, covering the entire toolset of
OpenStreetMap and empowering participants to lead the growth of free and open mapping in Africa. Itinerary
and dates are still in early stages of discussion. The workshop series will start in Cape Town for FOSS4G,
and Nairobi is likely amongst the cities to be visited. Beyond this, the organizers are very open -- theyd like to
visit 3 or 4 locations. Sp, get in touch if you have some ideas. Participants are not expected to have any
particular skill set, but basic familiarity with computer use is expected. Participants are not required to bring
their own hardware, but bringing a laptop and/or a GPS receiver is very strongly encouraged where possible.
No specific operating system is needed, but participants are requested to download and install software if
they bring their own computers.

« Nairobi, Kenya: 20-23 September 2008

Uganda: 24-27 September 2008

Cape Town Mapping Party: 28 September 2008

Johannesburg, South Africa: 3-5 October 2008

Swaziland: 6-7 October 2008

Executive seminar - Earth observation for improving water management in Africa: developing human,
technical and institutional capacity (pdf), 23-25 September 2008, ITC, Enschede, the Netherlands

By invitation, about 30-35 participants and speakers from African governments, regional organizations,
capacity building providers, space agencies and policy makers will participate in this Executive Seminar. The
seminar will be structured in working sessions, and focus on four key questions.

« How will earth observation data and information services to improve integrated water resources
management, evolve in the coming years?

« What is best practice in capacity development in this field?

« What is the role of African national and regional knowledge centres in capacity development, and of
international institutes like ITC?

« What are successful delivery modes for improving capacity building: tailor-made training, distance
education, O0bl en dthedidbtrdin®g?r ni ng, and on

It will be concluded with a final reporting and recommendation session.

Worldwide Universities Network (WUN) Neogeography Seminars

Plans are now complete for a series of six virtual seminar sessions on the general theme of Neogeography.
All seminars will commence at 1700 UK time, initially BST then GMT.

« October 8, 2008: Mapping without a net: neogeography in the 21st century

e October 22, 2008: What so new in neogeography?'

« November 5, 2008: Data quality and neogeography

« November 12, 2008: Do we need user-generated cartography?

December 3, 2008: Citizens as sensors: volunteered geographic information
December 17, 2008: TBC | issues from the series
Neogeography has come to consist of a set of techniques and tools that fall outside the realm of traditional
GIS and geography. Essentially, it is about people using and creating their own maps, on their own terms, by
combining elements of an existing toolset. Neogeographers use mapping API like Google Maps, talk about
GPX versus KML, and O6geotagd their phot os .publiclappeatoEr m ar o
mapping and geospatial technologies that occurred with the release of Google Maps, the decreased cost of
GPS, and increased ubiquity of mobile devices. However, in its original formulation it was wider than this,
and included work in fields as diverse as art, programming, literature, and leisure. Almost all of this has
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evolved outside of what we usually think of as geography, yet it presents a variety of technical, societal and
academic challenges to traditional academic views and practices. The series will attempt to explore these
challenges. The seminar series is open to faculty and students in universities that are part of the WUN,
together with members of the Quantitative Methods Research and GlScience Research Groups of the Royal
Geographical Society (with IBG), Universities in the UCGIS, and other interested parties. The 2005, 2006
and 2007 seminars have been archived on the WUN GGISA website:

Autumn 2007 - Public Participation GIS

Spring 2007 - Postgraduate Research in GISc

Autumn 2006 - Spatio-temporal Modelling in GIS Environments

Autumn 2005 & Spring 2006 - Progress in Gl Science

Autumn 2005 - Ethics for Geographic Information Systems and Science Professionals

Community-based Mapping Course, September 12 - October 17, 2008

This is a 5-week online course being offered by the International Institute for Sustainable Development at
Colorado State University. The deadline to register is September 9, 2008. Mapping can be a powerful tool
for communities to better manage and protect natural and cultural resources. However there are numerous
technical, social, and ethical considerations that communities, NGOs, and funding agencies should consider
prior to engaging any mapping efforts. This course will be valuable for both novices and mapping
professionals.

This course will explore theories, ethics, applications, and methods of community-based mapping and its role
in participatory learning and action as well as larger processes of integrated community-based development.
This course, while drawing on many of the recent case studies, academic writings, and reports from the field,
will be highly interactive and will emphasize the sharing of experiences, ideas, and insights from course
participants. Upon completion of thiscourse participants will be able to:

o Understand the basic principles, theories, and ethics of Community-based mapping and its role in
Community-based development

« Identify which mapping methods and tools are most appropriate to achieve the desired objectives in your
community

« Understand some of the various political, cultural, and social organizational factors in Community-based
mapping projects

« Collect and map geographic information through local knowledge and participation of community members

o Locate and utilize existing geographic information dataset, online and elsewhere, for specific project areas

« Understand the basic features and operation of Geographic Position Systems (GPS) and Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and their applications in Community-based mapping

[Source: PPGIS List]

LUMA-GIS, Lund University GIS Centre (Sweden) Master's program in GIS

Lund University Master 6s pr-tegning,-yearproggdmSor fulstimastuflente e ,

The entire program is given in English and is equivalent to 120 European ECTS credits (1.5 ECTS credits
are approx. equivalentto 1 week full-t i me st udies). All courses, given
teaching methods and course examinations are conducted over the Internet. The program is equivalent to a
degree of Master in Sweden. It is the responsibility of international students to verify if the program is also
recognized as a degree of Master in their country of origin. The entire program is free of charge for all
students, meaning that there are no tuition fees. The students will be supplied with all required computer
software and licenses, theoretical material (except course literature for some courses), practical exercises,
and data. Course literature (books) may be required for some of the more advanced courses. In such cases,
students will have to buy these themselves. The application for studies starting in January, 2009 will open
September 15, 2008.

ArcGIS Survey Analyst: Maintaining Land Records Using the Cadastral Editor, 9-11 September 2008,
8:30-11:30 A.M. (PDT). Learn about the new functionality in ArcGIS Survey Analyst to help you maintain the
accuracy of digital parcel boundary geometry and associated GIS data layers. Through hands-on exercises,
you will use Cadastral Editor, a new workflow within ArcGIS Survey Analyst, to create a cadastral fabric
dataset, edit parcel data and associated datasets, and migrating data to the cadastral fabric while ensuring
spatial accuracy. This course is designed for experienced ArcGIS users, as well as land-record and survey
professionals, who want to create, update, and manage accurate and seamless cadastral networks from
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survey plans and electronic subdivision data. ESRI Virtual Classroom offers instructor-led training delivered
in real time via the Internet directly to your desktop or laptop. This course will be delivered in convenient
three-hour sessions over a three-day period. Watch a short demonstration.

CRASTE-LF Workshop International - L'Outil Spatial au
Service de la Gestion des Catastrophes et des Situations
d'Urgence en Afrigue, 10-12 November 2008, Rabat, Morocco
Organisé par le Centre Régional Africain _des Sciences et
Technologies de I'Espace en Langue Francaise (CRASTE-LF). La
langue de travail sera le Francais. Des communications techniques pourront étre présentées en anglais. Les
candidatures des participants seront soumises a un Comité de Sélection qui privilégiera les personnes et
institutions en charge de la gestion des catastrophes. Des financements sont mis en place pour permettre la
participation des représentants des pays d'Afrique. lls seront dédiés prioritairement aux candidatures qui
acceptent de prendre en charge une partie des frais de participation (transport et/ou séjour). Contact person:
Mr. Abdelhak Trache, trache@emi.ac.ma.

|

6 éme Session de FormationPost-gr adu®e en T®I ®d®t ecti on et Syst
(2008-2009), début des cours: 15 octobre 2008
Le programme de formation post-graduée du Centre Régional Africain des Sciences et Technologies de

'Espace en Langue Francaise (CRASTE-LF) s6adr esse : des uni versitai

administrateurs, planificateurs et décideurs. Il concerne les spécialités suivantes:

“ mes

d o

res,

e T®l ®d®t ection et Syst mes doélnformation G®ographique (

« Télécommunications par Satellite
« Météorologie par Satellite et Climat Mondial (MSCM)
eSciences de | 6Espace et de | 6At mosph re (SEA)

Les Stagiaires des Etats membres sont dispensés du paiement des droits d i nscri pti on

pédagogiques, a raison de deux (02) stagiaires par Etat membre. Pour les stagiaires supplémentaires ou les
ressortissants des Etats non membres, il conviendra de prendre attache avec la Direction du Centre pour
s informer des conditions financi res. Le Centre
indemnités de séjour des candidats retenus. Toutefois, dans la mesure des possibilités financieéres qui seront

mobilisées, un billetd avi om Pptaat membre pourrait °tre offert.

Internationale (A.M.C.I.) attribuera dix (10) bourses par session en faveur des candidats retenus. Date limite
date de réception des candidatures: 15 septembre 2008. Contacte: craste@emi.ac.ma.

United Nations/Kenya/ESA Regional Workshop on Integrated Space Technology Applications for
Monitoring Climate Change Impact on Agricultural Development and Food Security, 1-5 December
2008, Nairobi, Kenya

The primary objective of this Regional Workshop is to use integrated space technologies such as remote
sensing and GIS, navigation and positioning, telecommunications, satellite meteorology, and Earth
observations in applications that could contribute to the prevention and mitigation of global climate change
induced issues. The issued to be focused in this workshop are: prediction, monitoring and early warning of
climate related disasters and environmental hazards such as flood, drought, and desertification; and
improvement of regional food security such as sustainable agricultural development, land use and land cover
change. This workshop aims at raising awareness of national and regional decision makers and
professionals on the potential utilization of space technology applications, to exchange experience, and to
initiating practical pilot projects. Deadline: September 15, 2008.

Formation _de CIRAD: Systemes d'information géographigue pour le développement local, 5-26
novembre 2008, Dakar, Senegal

La formation donne les bases organisationnelles, méthodologiques et opérationnelles pour construire et
mettre en Tuvre des Si et des Sig en se pla-ant

et

di ff®

e” un niveau organisationnel pour condui r e ansationgr oj et

« a un niveau conceptuel pour identifier les utilisateurs, les informations, les traitements et analyses, et

structurer en cons®quence |l e syst me doéinformation

« a un niveau technique pour développer et utiliser une application informatique adéquate.
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Les exemples et mises en pratique sont choisis dans les domaines du développement local et de la gestion

des ressources naturelles. Selon les modules choisis, la durée du stage varie de 2 jours & 3 semaines.
L'enseignement est en francais. Des frais pédagogiques sont demandés a chacun des participants. Le

nombre maximum de participants est 20. Date limite d'inscription: au plus tard un mois avant le début du

cycle de formation. . Pour tous rensei gne meanfdrmsation,o mpl ®me
s'adresser a : Cyrille Cornu, ccornu@cirad.fr, ou Aboubacar Camara, camara@cse.sn.

GEOSS Workshop for Water Security and Governance in Africa, 24-26 October 2008, Accra, Ghana
Three days AARSE2008 pre-conference workshop focusing on human capacity building for the Global Earth
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) will provide the latest update on implementation of the GEOSS
information infrastructure. Special attention will be given on methods of developing operational end-user
applications and actively work with end-users for informed decision making on Water Security and
Governance. The workshop provides a forum for discussing the development and operational issues of
Water Security and Governance in Africa. The workshop attendance is free. Registration is open, though
required.. Contact: Harold Annegarn, hannegarn@gmail.com.

Boot Camp 2008, 12-17 October 2008, Boot Camp, Dikhololo, South Africa
GIS workshop combines in-depth training, hands-on experience and networking opportunities for ArcGIS
users. Contact: charmaineb@cf.co.za.

Southern African Wildlife College Advanced GIS Course, November 24-30, 2008, Kruger National Park,
South Africa. Contact: Ms. Terry Harnwell, tharnwell@sawc.org.za.

RECTAS Postgraduate Diploma (English and French) and ITC-RECTAS joint MSc in
Geoinformatics (English only), both starting 1 September 2008, lle-Ife, Nigeria

Contact: info@rectas.org or edrectas@rectas.org, ded@rectas.org.

Technician diploma (18 months) and Technologist diploma (18 months), both run in
English and French and starting first Monday in March 2009, lle-Ife, Nigeria

Short-courses offered by RECTAS in 2008/2009, lle-Ife, Nigeria

The Regional Centre for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS) is offering a number of three-week
courses. Also note that RECTAS is able to package and deliver customised training for intrested
organisations. These could be either advanced or other certificate programs. Contact: info@rectas.org or
thontteh@rectas.org.

International MSC in _Geolnformatics - Joint Obafemi Awolowo University (OAU), lle-Ife, Nigeria and ITC,
the Netherlands. The OAU runs Masters Degrees (MSc and Professional Masters in Remote Sensing and
GIS in collaboration with RECTAS. The program commences on 1* September of every year and consists of
23 modules of three weeks per module with a total duration of 18 months. The implementation is four phases
with the first phase designed for course participants to attend the first 10 modules in RECTAS and the
remaining at ITC. In subsequent phases, more modules will then be added to the RECTAS component until
2010 when the entire programme will be run at RECTAS. All the courses taken at RECTAS are the same in
content and quality with those taken at ITC. Contact: info@rectas.org or rectasinfo@yahoo.com.

Application of Earth Observation and GIS in Integrated Water Resource Management, 19 January - 8

May 2009 (16 weeks). Conducted in partly at the Reqgional Centre for Mapping of Resources and
Development (RCMRD) and Egerton (Njoro campus) universities, Kenya. The course developed for
professionals in water, environmental management and related fields. It focusses on organisations working

for ministries, water and environmental institutions (water management authorities and environmental
agencies), basin devel opment authorities, NGO6 s, uni ve
involved in data collection and analysis for decision making and policy review. Matching fellowships are

available, while co-funding arrangements can be made through the School for Disaster Geo-Information
Management (ITC).Deadline: 1 October 2008.
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CGIS-NUR Short Training Program (July - October 2008)

Geoprocessing using Modelbuilder and Python, 29 September - 3 October 2008, Huye,
Rwanda. Deadline: 14 September 2008. Visit: CGIS-NUR website or contact
info@cgisnur.org.

Ardhi University GIS and Remote Sensing Short Courses for 2008

The Centre for Information and Communication Technology (CICT), Ardhi University, Dar Es
Salaam, Tanzania has courses of 5 weeks duration. Cost per participant is USD 500 or
equivalent TShs. Contact: Mr. U. Guido at guido@aru.ac.tz or aru@aru.ac.tz.

e Principles and Applications of (GIS) and Remote Sensing in Urban environmental
Information Management, 8 September - 10 October 2008.

e Principles and Applications of (GIS) and Remote Sensing in Natural Resources Management, 3
November - 5 December 2008.

Southern and East African Mineral Centre (SEAMIC) 2008 courses, Geoinformation Department, Dar Es
Salaam, Tanzania. The Geo-information department's main function is to promote the standardisation of all
geo-science information available in the sub-region and its conversion into an accessible format for
dissemination, with a view to improving accessibility to geo-science data to the public. Mr. Mesfin W.
Gebremichael, mesfin@seamic.org, seamic@seamic.org.

September 29 - October 3, 2008: GIS Database Development

October 20-31, 2008: Principles and Applications of Remote Sensing

November 24-December 5, 2008: Geophysical and Geochemical Data Processing
January 19-30, 2009: Web Mapping

February 16-27, 2009: Geological Map Making Using GIS

March 16-20, 2009: GIS Database Development

April 27-May 8, 2009: Principles and Applications of Remote Sensing

May 18-29, 2009: GIS Principles and Applications

June 8-19, 2009: Geophysical and Geochemical Data Processing

GIMS 2008 course schedule - GIMS is an ESRI accredited learning centre servicing Southern
Africa.

ESRI East Africa Training Courses, July-December 2008, Nairobi, Kenya

ESRI EA offers a variety of instructor-led courses that explain GIS concepts, explore GIS applications, and
teach people to use ESRI GIS software and related technologies. The ESRI Authorized Learning Centre
(ALC) in Nairobi is the only one of its kind in Eastern Africa, and the instructor-led courses on offer are:

e Learning GIS using ArcGIS Desktop (3 days) « Advanced Analysis with ArcGIS (4 days)

« Introduction to ArcGIS | (3 days) « Building Geodatabases (4 days)

« Introduction to ArcGIS Il (4 days) « Introduction to the Multi-user Geodatabase (3 days)
« Mobile Mapping using ArcPad and GPS (2 days) « Introduction to ArcGIS Server (2 days)

« Working with ArcGIS Spatial Analyst (4 days) « Introduction to ArcIMS (3 days)

o Working with ArcGIS Network Analyst (3 days) « Introduction to Programming ArcObjects with VBA
« Working with ArcGIS 3D Analyst (2 days) (5 days)

The course O6lntroduction to Ar c GdnfArmation Canhnaumicatipnsandtira u g h t
Ethiopia by Information Systems Services. Both are authorised training partners. Each instructor-led course
can also be conducted at individual client sites, allowing ESRI to bring training directly to you.

iﬁ‘. Le Centre Rovyal de Télédétection Spatiale (CRTS) Programme des Formations 2008,

: Rabat, Maroc. Le Centre Royal de Télédétection Spatiale est I'Institution Nationale responsable
de l'utilisation, de la promotion et du développement de la télédétection spatiale au Maroc. Il est
Brm > chargé de coordonner et de gérer les programmes nationaux de télédétection spatiale en
CRTS partenariat avec les ministéres, les universités et les opérateurs privés. Contacter Hay Ryad, le
Centre de Formation du CRTS, layachi@crts.gov.ma. The Royal Centre for Remote Sensing
(CRTYS) is the national institution responsible for the promotion, use and development of remote sensing
applications in Morocco. CRTS coordinates and carries out the national program of remote sensing in
collaboration with ministerial departments, private operators and universities. CRTS uses operational

x
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systems to collect, produce and analyze data from Earth observation satellites and other sources. It also

runs the national archiving facilities. CRTS develops applications and methods in space technologies and

related disciplines (remote sensing, GIS, positioning, telecommunications). CRTS also provides training and

education opportunities in space technologies, and maintains partnerships for research actions and

programs with universities and research institutions.

« MF71 08: Conception des bases de donnees dans un SIG (4 jours), 13-16 Octobre 2008

« MF81 08: Geo marketing (2 jours), 12-13 Novembre 2008

e« MF9 i 08: Application de la teledetection spatiale et des systems déi nf or mati on geograp!
ressources en eau (5 jours), 24-28 Novembre 2008.

Master Specialise SIG et Gestion du Territoire, Faculté des Sciences Ain Chock, Université Hassan II,

Casablanca, Mar o c . Léobjectif principal est de former des g®ol
des territoires, sb6bint ®ressant prioritairement " l 6or g
géologiques, géographiques et environnementales au moyen de la cartographie, de la télédétection, de

| 6anal yse spatiale quantitative et des syst mes doinfo
o.saddigi@fsac.ac.ma.

Les formations 2008 du Centre Régional AGRHYMET, Niamey, Niger
A travers les formations, le Centre Régional AGRHYMET cherche a contribuer au |
développement des compétences sahéliennes et africaines dans les domaines de la (

vloppement ¢ _ _ N 7
sécurité alimentaire et de la gestion des ressources naturelles. Les formations offertes par le W

c\LSg

Centre Régional AGRHYMET sont classées en deux catégories : les formations de base et

les formations continues.

e Formation de base: du niveau ingénieur d'une durée de 3 ans (niveau a la sortie BAC + 5) en
agromeétéorologie, en hydrologie, en protection des végétaux et en instruments et micro informatique.

« Formation de base: du niveau technicien supérieur d'une durée de 2 ans (niveau a la sortie BAC + 2) : en
agromeétéorologie, en hydrologie, en protection des végétaux et en instruments et micro informatique.

« Formation continue: Module spécialisé en changement climatigue et développement durable, 3 mois
déoctobre © d®cembre 2008. Les frais de formation sO0®I
transports, hébergement, assurance, restauration, etc. sont a la charge du candidat. Les candidats doivent
envoyer un dossier de candidature et un CV détaillé avant le 20 septembre 2008.

« Lancement par AGRHYMET d'un Mastére en Gestion Intégrée des Ressources en Eau

LO6Ecol e R®qg i-omiaV eer spasti r e d6 Am®nagement et de
Foréts et Territoires tropicaux (ERAIFT) [Regional School on Integrated Management of

Tropical Forests and Territories] - Promotion V (2008/2009) : inscriptions ouvertes,

Kinshasa, République Démocratique du Congo. Lec ur sus dea b6 &ERAL FT | 6obt «
déun Diplt!me déEtudes Sup®rieures Sp®cialis®es
Master du systéme « LMD » (Licence, Master, Doctorat) des Accords de Bologne. Il est

reconnu par le Conseil Af ri cain et Mal gache pour | 6Enseighne
Le programme du DESS comprend 16 chaires dont | 6enseig
L6®t udi ant di spose ensuite de 6 mois pour r ®di grer son
| 6approche syst®mi que, et sbinscrit dans |l e cadre de | i
humain, durable et écologiquement viable, de la lutte contre la pauvreté et de la gestion rationnelle de
| 6environnement . LoautlrERgAlardTe eds@&c elren ®Dipml * me de Phil o

Aménagement et gestion intégrés des foréts et territoires tropicaux. Bourses disponibles, mais limitées en

nombre. Contact: info@eraift.org.

Upcoming ITC distance education courses
e Spatial Decision Support Systems, starting October 20, 2008 (6 weeks). Registration
)) deadline: September 8, 2008.
« Digital Terrain Model Extraction, Processing and Parameterisation for Hydrology starting
ITC€ December 1, 2008 (6 weeks). Registration deadline: November 3, 2008.
o Geostatistics and Open-Source Statistical Computing, starting 26 January 2009 (6 weeks). Registration

deadline: January 1, 2009.
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« Hyperspectral Remote Sensing, starting 2 February 2009 (6 weeks). Registration deadline: January 5,
20009.

« Principles of Databases, starting 9 February 2009 (6 weeks). Registration deadline: January 12, 2009.

« Principles of Remote Sensing, starting 18 May 2009 (6 weeks). Registration deadline: April 20, 2009.

o Environmental Impact Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment with spatial decision
support tools, starting 8 June 2009 (6 weeks). Registration deadline: May 11, 2009.

« Principles of Geographical Information Systems, starting 7 September 2009 (6 weeks). Registration
deadline: August 10, 2009.

e Spatial Decision Support Systems, starting 12 October 2009 (6 weeks). Registration deadline:
September 14, 2009.

Joint ITC-ARU Diploma Course - Geoinformatics, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

The course is intended for staff (i.e. at national and regional agencies, local authorities) responsible for the
implementation of production tasks and supervision of spatial information (both in paper and in digital form).
Course duration: nine (9) months. Commencement date: 22 September 2008.

Fundina Opportunities, Awards, Support

Ghana, Tanzania to benefit from new UK Funding Scheme

Scientists in Ghana and Tanzania are eligible for more than £3 million (nearly US$6 million) in funds, a new
partnership of two British organizations has announced. The UK-based Leverhulme Trust will fund research
projects in the two African countries with the help of the Royal Society. The programme will run on bilateral
lines, with both Ghanaian and Tanzanian researchers collaborating with colleagues in the UK. The new
'‘Leverhulme Royal Society Africa Awards' will provide up to US$300,000 for each of the 18 research
projects, with the remaining money covering administration costs and meetings. The partnership's five
research priorities are "agriculture, water, sanitation, basic human health research, and biodiversity and
energy", Gratian Bamwenda of the Commission for Science and Technology and Wen Kilama of the African
Malaria Network, both based in Dar es Salaam in Tanzania are among the Africa-based partners involved in
the project. Applications for the grants will open in October 2008. The first six grants will be awarded by May
2009, with the remaining dozen due in 2010 and 2011.

African Climate Change Fellowships

Applications are invited for the inaugural round of African Climate Change Fellowships ranging in duration
from 2-18 months, and award amounts range from USD $5,000 - $36,000, depending on Fellowship type.
Eligibility is limited to citizens of member states of the African Union who are 40 years of age or younger. A
variety of Fellowship types are offered to support projects, research, and other activities that advance
adaptation in Africa. The African Climate Change Fellowship Program (ACCFP) aims to support African
professionals, researchers and graduate students to undertake activities that will enhance their capacities for
advancing and applying knowledge for climate change adaptation in Africa. The program is jointly
administered by the global change SysTem for Analysis, Research and Training (START), the Institute of
Resource Assessment (IRA) of the University of Dar es Salaam and the African Academy of Sciences (AAS),
with financial support from the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada. This Call for
Applications is extended to researchers, scientists, and academics working in fields related to climate
change and climate change adaptation as well as professionals and practitioners with experience and
responsibilities related to policy, planning or management of climate sensitive resources, sectors, systems or
livelihoods. Deadline: 17 September 2008.

52°North Open Source Initiative Student Innovation Prize

The 52°North Open Source Initiative has issued a call for entries for the 52°North Student Innovation Prize
for Geoinformatics competition.The goal of this prize is to encourage students of geoinformatics, computer
science, business informatics and media informatics to make a contribution to the development and practical
realization of innovative concepts in the field of geoinformatics. Students are invited to submit his/her
innovative ideas for evaluation by a jury. The prize will be awarded by 52°North GmbH, con terra GmbH,
ESRI Geoinformatik GmbH, the International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation
(ITC in Enschede) and the Institute for Geoinformatics at the University of Minster. Depending on the size
of the student team, prize money of between 1,500 and a maximum of 4,000 euros will be awarded. The
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money is intended to contribute towards financing the winning team's stay in Minster. Upon successful
completion of their activities, the team will receive a bonus of between 500 and 2,000 euros. Application
deadline: November 30, 2008.

African Forest Research Network Junior and Senior Fellowship Programs

The Junior and Senior Scientists Fellowship Programs of African Forest Research Network (AFORNET)
supports research in forest science and related areas. Deadline: March 31 and September 30 yearly.

Junior Scientists Fellowship Programs - The grants are open to promising African scientists affiliated to
training and research institutions in Africa who have shown the potential to undertake creative and innovative
research in forestry in Africa, whether individually or as a team. The total grant per applicant in the Junior
Fellowship Program shall not exceed USD 8,000.

Senior_Scientists Fellowship Programs - Grants are open to teams of senior scientists who are willing to
undertake collaborative and transnational research in Africa. There is no age limit for the applicants to the
Senior Scientistsd Fell owship Program. The tot al

Research teams from different disciplinary backgrounds must come from at least two countries.

Potential applicants include: active researchers in forestry science and related areas; post-doctoral or
graduate researchers, including post graduate students registered abroad, but intending to undertake field
research in Africa; and graduates intending to undertake research for a higher professional qualification.

2008 Global Development Awards and Medals Competition

This year's theme for the Global Development Awards and Medals Competition is Natural Resource and

Development. The two awards and their categories open to competition are:

l.Japanese Award for Outstanding Research on Devel
research proposals that adds a unique dimension to research on any of the five topics listed below;

2. Medals for Research on Development: is offered for excellent completed research papers on any of the
five topics listed below

The focus of the research proposals/ papers must be on any one of the following five topics:

a. The Governance and Political Economy of Natural Resource Management.

b. Exploitation of Natural Resources: Trends and Environmental Implications.

c. The Economics of Natural Resource Management.

d. Foreign Direct Investment and Natural Resources.

e. Societies and Natural Resource Management

Extended deadlines: September 12, 2008 for the development project; September 26, 2008, for research

proposals/papers.

La Fondation Ensemble

La Fondation Ensemble finance des projets, menés par des structures associatives. Elle agit dans quatre
domaines : Eau et Assainissement et du Autres Actions de développement durable , dans certains pays
émergents. Fonds Programmes, pays do6éintervention prioritaires,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Maroc, Sénégal. Date limite de dépét des formulaires de trois pages : 13
septembre 2008 a minuit. Contact: info@fondationensemble.org.

La Fondation Ensemble

Fondation Ensemble finances projects, run by NGOs, in the area of water and sanitation and sustainable
development, in certain developing countries. The priority African countries for 2008 are: Burkina Faso,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, and Senegal. Deadline for submitting the 3-page form: midnight on 13
September 2008. Contact: info@fondationensemble.org.

IUCN-NL Ecosystem Grants Programme (EGP)

The Ecosystem Grants Programme (EGP) i s -bgirey program e
developed in cooperation with the Dutch IUCN members and Government and in alignment with the IUCN
Global Program. EGP funds projects of local organizations in the South that link ecosystem conservation and
poverty issues. Only local NGOs and Community-Based Organisations (CBOs) with a proven commitment to
ecosystem conservation and the sustainable use of natural resources can submit proposals. Maximum grant
size is Euro 85,000 (there is no minimum). The deadline for pre-proposals from Central Africa [DRC,
Congo/B, C.A.R., Rwanda, Burundi, Eq.Guinea] and West Africa [Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d'lvoire,
Benin, Togo, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra
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Leone] is 15 September 2008. If you think your project meets the EGP criteria, then download the pre-
proposal form, fill it in, and return it by e-mail to proposals@iucn.nl.

Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund post-graduate research grants - Eastern Arc and coastal forests
(Kenya & Tanzania). The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) through BirdLife International,
committed some grants in 2006-2008 to support research being undertaken by post-graduate students in the
Eastern Arc Mountains and Coastal Forests of Kenya and Tanzania. So far 25 grantees are already
benefiting from this programme. Due to the success observed with the programme, CEPF has now
committed some additional funds to support 5 to 7 students for their research in the same region. CEPF is
therefore inviting more applications. Applicants who target Key Biodiversity Areas that are considered as
gaps in terms of previous CEPF investment stand a better chance. The size of the grants will vary between
USD 5,000 and 10,000 but preference will be given to requests for smaller amounts. The projects under this
grant are expected to run within the period before 30 March 2009. The grants will not cover salaries and
stipends but can include subsistence during fieldwork. Applications will be reviewed as they come in (and
decisions made within one month) until the allocated amount is all committed. No applications will be
accepted after 30 September 2008. Contact: birdlife @birdlife.or.ke. [Source: SCGIS-Kenya list]

West African Research Center (WARC) Travel Grant 2008-2009

The WARC Travel Grant program promotes intra-African cooperation and exchange among researchers and
institutions by providing support to African scholars and graduate students for research visits to other
institutions on the continent. The West African Research Center in Dakar, Senegal offers travel costs up to
$1250 and a stipend of $1250 to selected scholars. This competition is open only to West African nationals
affiliated with institutions of higher education. Travel grant funds may be used to: attend and present papers
at academic conferences relevant to the applicant's field of research; visit libraries or archives that contain
resources necessary to the applicant's current academic work; engage in collaborative work with colleagues
at another institution; and travel to a research site. Application deadlines 2008-2009: no later than
September 15, 2008 for travel to take place between Jan. 1, 2009 and June 30, 2009; and no later than
March 15, 2009 for travel to take place between July 1, 2009 and Dec. 31, 2009. Contact:
warc_croa@yahoo.fr.

X° appel a collaborations 2009-2010 en cours
Le dixieme appel a candidature pour les Actions de Recherche en Réseau est destiné a soutenir les Actions

de Recherche en Réseau sur le théme « Télédétection et Gestion de | 6environnement e.

Réseau souhaite recevoir pour c e t a p p e ldes dépamndes aussi nombreuses et diversifiées que
possible, quels que soient les outils, les démarches méthodologiques et les problématiques, pourvu que les

propositions de recherche soient centrées sur les mots-clés donnés ci-dessus et gubdell es

laboratoires mettant en oeuvre des actions de coopération effectives Nord-Sud ou régionales. Ces projets
seront dbébune dur ®e de deux ans. Le budget approxi
retenu sera dobébun maximum de 12 000 U par ann®e.

mat i f
Ce

| aboratoires des pays f r anc orpehesserialement lésa écldanges apprpl® r t ® e

financement de missions ou de stages (chercheurs, techniciens, étudiants), ainsi que la documentation, des
images et autres frais reliés a la collaboration. La priorité est donnée aux dossiers associant des équipes de
recherche appartenant a deux pays ou mieux a ceux qui regroupent des chercheurs de trois pays. Dans
chacune des actions, les équipes des pays du Sud devront comprendre au moins deux enseignants
expérimentés et spécialistes de la télédétection avec un ou plusieurs doctorants. Les dossiers de
candidature, de méme que toutes les piéces, doivent étre scannées puis envoyés avant le 15 octobre 2008

sous |l a forme dbébun uni qyesalda@cchfent pdf ~ | 6adresse

16e appel a propositions du Fonds francophone des inforoutes (FFI)

Le Fonds francophone des inforoutes (FFI), créé en 1998, a pour mission de favoriser I'appropriation et
'usage des technologies dans les pays du Sud et d'Europe centrale et orientale. Son 16e appel a
propositions est ouvert jusqu'au 22 septembre 2008. Dans le cadre de sa mission et dans les limites fixées
par ses cirteavempos, ledFdnds francophone des inforoutes poursuit plus spécifiquement les
objectifs suivants :

®r

pr
C

eContribuer " l a production de contenus et déapplicat

besoins collectifs et reflétant la diversité culturelle des partenaires et des populations bénéficiaires.
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eAccro’ tre |l es comp®tences humaines permettant la ma’t
communication (TIC) et valoriser les compétences technologiques existantes dans les pays du Sud et

d 6 Bpercentrale et orientale, notamment via des collaborations étroites avec des structures locales.
eEncourager l a cr®ation de partenariats et/ ou de r ®se
veritable dynami que doé®chan gelescanpétepcasretdasgavoirgddire. de mut ual i
Parmi les initiatives répondant a ces objectifs, le Fonds francophone des inforoutes favorisera celles qui

contribuent :

e | dappropriation de | 6usage des TIC par |l es jeunes et
« au développement et a la diffusion des logiciels libres, normes ouvertes et interopérables et systémes
multiplates-formes.

Bourses de Stage Doctoral

Le Comité du Réseau Télédétection lance un appel a candidatures pour les bourses de stage doctoral en

t ® ®d®t ecti on pour | 6ann®e acad®mi que 2008. Les formul a
Word et pdf. La date limite de réception des dossiers est fixée au 15 septembre 2008.

2008 Call for International Geoscience Programme (IGCP) Project Proposals

The International Geoscience Programme (IGCP) launches its 2008 call for project proposals. New IGCP
projects shall reach out beyond the earth science community to decision-makers, government planners and
policy-makers and shall be interdisciplinary in nature. Particular attention shall be given to Geoscience of the
Water Cycle, Geohazards, Earth Resources, Global Change and Life Evolution, Other relevant topics in
basic/applied geoscience. The primary aims of IGCP are to facilitate international collaboration amongst
scientists from around the world in research on geological problems, particularly between those individuals
from more industrialized and those from developing countries. Guidelines and application form are available
online. Deadline: October 15, 2008.

UK Department for International Development (DFID) Senior Research Fellows Program

DFID seeks to recruit leading scientists, academics and researchers in various fields of the natural and social
sciences to serve as Senior Research Fellows in the design and execution of research programmes under its
new research strategy. These positions will be on a fixed-term or secondment basis in London for periods
between 6 months and 2 years on a range of part and full-time contractual terms. You will be expected to
retain your existing institutional affiliation and take up the appointment between Autumn 2008 and Summer
2009. Candidates should be UK nationals, nationals of a member state of the European Economic Area
(EEA), Swiss or Turkish Nationals or Commonwealth citizens with the right to work in the UK. The Senior

Research Fell ows wil/l provide scientific |l eadership fo
engagement with the science, academic and policy research communities in international development and
across UK government. Senior Research Fell ows wild/l cont

of research and maximise its impact on development policy and practice. To have the job particulars sent
directly to you, register your interest by sending your contact details to DFIDrecruitment8@dfid.gov.uk.
Deadline: 26 September 2008.

Lincoln Institute of Land Policy Request for Proposals

Race to the Top is new initiative by the The Lincoln Institute of Land Policy that investigates how

communities and regions can invest in land, people and places for the purposes of economic and community
develo p ment . I n contrast to the commonly used Arace to t|
t o mi ni mi ze |l ocal gover nment spending and i nvest ment,
investments that produce a long-term public return. The current research interest is on the analysis of

investments aimed at creating and enhancing economic, human, social, cultural, political and environmental

capital. The Department of Economic and Community Development is interested in papers from a variety of

disciplines that take a variety of approaches, including theoretical, empirical, and evaluation of policies.

Topics of interest to the Department include.

eHow can the economic, soci al, cul tural, andinedandi r on me |
measured?

o Are there examples (case studies) of placesd in the US or internationally--that have invested in people and

places such that economic and community development was enhanced? What worked and why?
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« Are there examples of places that have attempted to invest in people or places, but did not realize
economic or community development gains? Why did the investment not produce results?

« Do investments in human, physical and cultural assets of a community or region affect firm behavior? How
important are these types of investments and community attributes to private development? How do these
attributes compare in importance to other locational attributes such as cost of labor, proximity to inputs or
markets, etc.?

« What role does the development or redevelopment of land play in creating community or regional assets
that serve economic and community development?

« Is there evidence that investment in community assets such as labor force skills, parks, environmental

assets, schools, healthcarefaci | i t i es, et c. can |l ead to or Acauseo

« What is the political economy associated with race to the bottom and race to the top development
strategies? Why would local officials favor one strategy over the other?

« Existing theory suggests how a race to the top development strategy can produce long-run benefits for a
community or region, but what conditions would need to exist for such a strategy to be successful?

« Do the distributional aspects of race to the bottom and race to the top development strategies differ?
Authors of selected research proposals will be invited to present at a Lincoln conference to be held in
September 2009 at a venue to be decided by the Lincoln Institute. A selection of conference papers will be
chosen for inclusion in a book to be edited and published by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. Proposals
must be received by the Lincoln Institute by the close of business September 30, 2008 and must be
submitted following set guidelines (see REP for further details).

Sol Katz Award for Geospatial Free and Open Source Software

The Sol Katz Award for Geospatial Free and Open Source Software (GFOSS) will be given to individuals
who have demonstrated leadership in the GFOSS community. Recipients of the award will have contributed
significantly through their activities to advance open source ideals in the geospatial realm. Sol Katz was an
early pioneer of GFOSS and left behind a large body of work in the form of applications, format
specifications, and utilities while at the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. This early GFOSS archive
provided both source code and applications freely available to the community. Sol was also a frequent
contributor to many geospatial list servers, providing much guidance to the geospatial community at large.
Sol unfortunately passed away in 1999 from Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma, but his legacy lives on in the open
source world. Nominations for the Sol Katz Award should be sent to SolKatzAward@osgeo.org with a
description of the reasons for this nomination. Nominations will be accepted until midnight UTC on
September 12, 2008.

UNESCO MAB Young Scientists Awards 2009

The MAB Young Scientists Awards targets young researchers carrying-out interdisciplinary research in line
with UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme. Priority is given to projects carried-out in
biosphere reserves, on the theme of ecosystems and water. MAB provides 10 young researchers each year
with awards up to US$5,000 in support of their research on ecosystems, natural resources and biodiversity.
Applicants may not be older than 40 years of age. Deadline: 30 September 2008. Contact:
mab.awards@unesco.org.

Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy

The Ashden Awards for Sustainable Energy are seeking inspirational and innovative local sustainable energy
projects based in countries with developing economies. Entry is free, and up to seven winners will receive
£20,000 each in prize money for project development, with one Energy Champion awarded £40,000.
Deadline: 21 October 2008.

Nile Basin Research Programme (NBRP) i Call for guest researchers (Spring 2009)

The Nile Basin Research Programme (NBRP) is a strategic, multidisciplinary programme for research and
education on topics related to the Nile Basin. The research topic for sping 2009 is: Climate Change and
Challenges of Biodiversity. Each researcher is supposed to stay at the University of Bergen for a five month
period. The researchers will be given Norwegian standard salary. They are supposed to take part in
seminars and to write an article/ a paper/ a chapter during the stay in Bergen. They are also supposed to
follow up the research when they return to their country. NBRP will organize seminars and lectures by
leading scholars from all over the world. Applicants should be scholars and/or researchers holding positions
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at institutions in the Nile Basin Region. The ten countries recognised as the Nile Basin Region are,
alphabetically: Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan,
Tanzania and Uganda. Application deadline: October 1, 2008.

Prix FADIGA pour la promotion de la recherche économique de la BCEAO

La Banque Centrale des Etats de I'Afrique de I'Ouest (BCEAO) lance en 2008 la premiére édition du
concours biennal dénommé « Prix Abdoulaye FADIGA» , pour la promotion de la recherche sur un sujet
d'ordre économique, monétaire ou financier présentant un intérét scientifique avéré pour les Etats membres
de 'UEMOA et pour la BCEAO , d 'une valeur de dix (10) millions de francs CFA . Peut faire acte de
candidature, tout chercheur ressortissant de I'un des 8 Etats membres de 'UEMOA (Bénin, Burkina, Céte
d'lvoire, Guinée-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Sénégal, Togo), résidant ou non sur le territoire de I'Union et agé de 45
ans au plus au 31 décembre 2008. Date limite : 30 septembre 2008. Pour toutes informations
complémentaires, écrire a : courrier.drs@bceao.int.

Research Fellow Partnership Programme for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources (RFPP)

This program is offered by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and Swiss Centre for
International Agriculture. Eligible applicants are PhD or a post-doctoral research candidates; Swiss nationals

(or fAwell establishedd Swi ss r e sryrhtonats;snpt oldenthan 85eygaesl opi ng
for Swiss citizens, or 40 years in the case of nationals from developing or transition countries; and
experienced in the selected research area. Contact: dorota.niedzwiecka@agrl.ethz.ch. Next deadline:

September 30, 2008.

Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Program

Through the Council for International Exchange of Scholars, the Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Program
brings scholars from abroad to U.S. campuses to significantly internationalize host institution campuses and
curricula. Grants are available to bring scholars as resident fellows for one term or an entire academic year
to teach and consult in area studies programs, interdisciplinary programs that focus on global issues or
courses where participation of a foreign Scholar can provide a cross-cultural or international perspective.
Preference is given to institutions that infrequently or never host Visiting Scholars and that serve student
populations underrepresented in international exchange programs, especially minority students. Deadline
October 15, 2008. Guidelines. Contact Karen Watts, Senior Program Officer, SIRapps@cies.iie.org.

ICSU-TWAS-UNESCO-UNU/IAS Visiting Science Programme

The ICSU-TWAS-UNESCO-UNU/IAS Visiting science programme supports visits of internationally renowned
scientists to institutions located in developing countries, especially those located in the least developed
countries. The objective of the programme is to provide institutions and research groups in developing
countries, especially those with limited outside contacts, with the opportunity to establish long-term links with
world leaders in science and so help develop capacity-building in their country. Under the programme,
prospective host institutions can invite internationally renowned experts in areas of science other than
mathematics and physics2 to collaborate in research and training. The visiting scientist will be expected to
interact closely with faculty and students of the hostinstitution with the aim of strengthening its existing
activities and/or assisting in the establishment of new lines of research. The visiting scientist could also
deliver lectures and seminars to research students, supervise students, conduct research and discuss future
collaborative partnerships. The visit should have a minimum stay of two weeks at the host institution.
Deadline: October 1, 2008.

TWAS Fellowships for Research and Advanced Training

TWAS offers fellowships to young scientists in developing countries to enable them to spend between three
and twelve months at a research institution in a developing country other than their own. The purpose of
these fellowships is to enhance the research capacity of promising scientists, especially those at the
beginning of their research career, helping them to foster linkages for further collaboration. The fellowships
are for research and advanced training. They are offered to young scientists holding an M.Sc. or equivalent
degree. Eligible applicants for the fellowships are young scientists working in any area of natural sciences
who are citizens of a developing country and are employed by a research institution in a developing country.
There is no age limit. However, preference will be given to young scientists at the beginning of their research
careers and those working in Least Developed Countries. The fellowships are offered for a minimum period
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of three months and a maximum of twelve months. TWAS covers international low-cost airfare plus a
contribution towards subsistence amounting to a maximum of US$300.00 per month. No other costs will be
provided by TWAS. The host institution will provide accommodation and food as well as research facilities.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 1 October of each year.

RICS Education Trust

In pursuit of its objectives as a charitable trust, the RICS Education Trust awards grants of up to £7 500 to
individuals and institutions for research projects. Grants are awarded at two meetings each year and
applications must be submitted by the end of February and September to be considered by the Trustees at
their meetings in April and November. On completion of the research, grant holders must produce a full
report and research findings, which will be considered for publication in the RICS Research Paper Series.

David H. Smith Postdoctoral Fellowship in Conservation Research

Postdoctoral opportunity for young social science/conservation researchers integrating social sciences into
conservation. Fellows must be based at a U.S. institution and their research must primarily be conducted in
the U.S. However, U.S. citizenship is not required. Eligible individuals must have completed their doctorate
within the past five years or by the time the award is made in 2009. Applicants who have not yet completed
their doctorate must clearly indicate on the application the date the degree is expected. Deadline: September
26, 2008.

PhD opportunity: Biomass for biofuels production options on family farms, Nampula province,
Mozambique. The PhD will develop and apply an operational farm model that allows quantification of the
effects of introducing bio-energy crops on farms and their agro-ecological and socio-economic performance.
He or she will identify the major factors determining the risks and opportunities for producing bio-energy
crops related to different farm configurations and organisation forms in Nampula Province and regions with
similar agro-ecological and socio-economic conditions. Farm level results will be scaled up to regional level
to assess implications for food availability and affordability, as well as positive or negative externalities.
Candidates should have completed an MSc in a relevant field (e.g. Plant Sciences, Agronomy, Animal
Sciences, Biology, Resource Ecology); have proven capabilities in systems analysis, simulation modeling
and other quantitative methods, has experience with literature research, computer programming languages
and data searching; have fluency in English and Portuguese and has good writing skills. Deadline: 15
September 2008.

Employment Opportunities

Land Surveyors (3 posts), Seychelles

Ministry of National Development, Seychelle has a two year contract, renewable vacancy for (three) land
surveyors. Minimum qualification is degree in related field with IT skills, experience in GPS and/or GIS
desirable. Interested candidate should email their CVs (should include 2 referees) to: mabrioche@miit.gov.sc
Deadline: 8 September 2008. [Source: The Nation, Nairobi]

Geographic Consultant, Nairobi, Kenya

Google, the world's leading search engine, is extending their local team in Nairobi, Kenya. The objective of
this local team is to promote local content generation, as well as further the introduction and adoption of
several Google Products in the region. As a Geographic Consultant in the East Africa headquarters in
Nairobi, you will be part of an exciting landmark project aimed at developing electronic mapping data of
several cities across Africa by utilizing Google mapping technology. To be successful in this role, candidates
should have a passion for and thorough understanding of African geography and mapping, a strong sense of
direction and scale and familiarity with at least one capital or large city in Africa. In addition, candidates are
expected to be willing and able to travel to multiple cities throughout the region, if required, for mapping.
Comfort with using and operating GPS technology devices is a plus. This is an extremely attractive
opportunity to be a part of an enthusiastic local, Google team. Send a text (ASCII) or HTML or PDF version
of your resume to jobs@google.com. I nclude fAGeographic Consultant
deadline given.
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